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Editorial

Vicious cycle
Imran Khan is back in the pavilion. But this time, the

pavilion is not the cricket ground where he once scored
fours, sixes and centuries before lifting the World Cup for
Pakistan and becoming a national hero. This pavilion is
Adiala Jail, where Pakistan’s former prime minister was
returned to after being taken out for what has become a
deeply questionable medical episode. On August 18,
Pakistan’s Supreme Court ordered that Imran Khan, who
has been incarcerated since 2023, be transferred to Shifa
Hospital for medical assessment and treatment. Instead,
he was examined at the Pakistan Institute of Medical
Sciences and, after being declared medically fit, sent back
to Adiala Jail. Whatever the legal justification may be, the
episode raises a larger question: what happens to
democracy when even the orders of the highest court
appear vulnerable to executive preferences and, ultimately,
to those of the military establishment? Pakistan has
repeatedly witnessed the same political cycle. Politicians
rise with the support of or acquiescence to the
Establishment, consolidate power, and pursue their
opponents. Sooner or later, the same machinery is turned
against them. The old saying, ‘Do not do to others what
you would not want done to yourself’, remains particularly
relevant. I first met Imran Khan in London with my father
in 1994. His passion and conviction about bringing positive
change to Pakistan deeply impressed my father. Yet, when
Imran Khan became prime minister, his government too
became part of the same political culture. His opponents
were pursued with the same zeal with which he is being
pursued today. Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz leaders,
including Nawaz Sharif and Maryam Nawaz, faced
imprisonment and prosecution during the Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf’s reign. But that is precisely the point. Pakistan’s
problem is bigger than Imran Khan, Nawaz Sharif or any
political party. The problem lies in the system itself. Since
the death of the Quaid-e-Azam, Muhammad Ali Jinnah, in
1948, Pakistan has struggled to establish a durable balance
between civilian authority and military power. Its fragile
political institutions were disrupted by the first military coup
under General Ayub Khan in 1958, followed by periods of
military rule under Yahya Khan, Zia-ul-Haq and Pervez
Musharraf. General Zia took military intervention to an even
darker level. The hanging of the elected prime minister,
Zulfikar Ali Bhutto, remains one of Pakistan’s darkest
chapters. His rule also contributed to the growth of religious
extremism, reinforcing an international image in which
military rule, political instability and militancy became
deeply intertwined. The trauma of Partition, the enormous
human cost of 1947, the unresolved Kashmir dispute and
subsequent wars with India further strengthened Pakistan’s
security State. The military came to be viewed not merely
as the defender of the country’s borders but as its ultimate
guardian and saviour.

India followed a fundamentally different path. Its
founding leaders, including Mahatma Gandhi, Jawaharlal
Nehru, Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, Maulana Azad and B.R.
Ambedkar, helped establish constitutional institutions in
which the armed forces remained subordinate to elected
civilian authority. India’s democracy survived wars, an
Emergency, assassinations, coalition governments and
dramatic political changes without the military becoming
an alternative centre of political power.

Pakistan, by contrast, developed a vicious cycle. Civilian
politicians learnt that reaching power often required
accommodation with the Establishment. Once in office, they
frequently used State institutions against their opponents.
When their relationship with the military deteriorated, they
found the same machinery turned against them. The
expression, ‘on the same page’, became a euphemism for
political leaders and the military being aligned. Imran Khan
was no exception. His rise to power in 2018 was widely
regarded as having benefited from military backing. His
relationship with the Establishment subsequently
deteriorated, culminating in his removal from office in April
2022 and, later, his imprisonment.

The uncomfortable truth is that military dominance has
been sustained not only by the military but also by civilian
politicians who seek its intervention when it serves their
interests. This creates a cycle that never truly breaks, only
the players change. That cycle will end only when political
parties decide that they would rather lose an election fairly
than win through intervention from the barracks. Pakistan
possesses many of the ingredients of a functioning
democracy — a politically conscious population, vibrant
political parties, a strong civil society, an independent-
minded legal community and citizens who continue to
participate passionately in elections.  Pakistan also has
considerable strategic importance internationally.
Countries, particularly in the Muslim world, increasingly
seek its defence cooperation. Pakistan has also sought to
position itself as a contributor to regional peace and
diplomacy. The Mecca Pact and the Islamabad Memorandum
of Understanding, again bearing the stamp of the military,
provide Pakistan with an opportunity to project itself as a
responsible regional power and a contributor to peace. But
that opportunity cannot be squandered. A country cannot
credibly champion peace and stability while its own politics
remains trapped in confrontation and political revenge. Nor
can it demand respect for constitutionalism internationally
while appearing indifferent to constitutional norms
domestically. The events surrounding Imran Khan’s hospital
transfer are a test for Pakistan’s institutions and a blot on
the conscience of a country that has suffered enormously
from political instability. The issue is not whether Imran
Khan is above the law. But imprisonment cannot become a
substitute for political competition, and courts and State
institutions cannot become instruments of political revenge.
Pakistan’s people deserve better than another cycle in which
one faction defeats another with the Establishment’s help,
only to become its next victim.

What Pakistan needs is a political settlement in which
the military permanently returns to its constitutional role,
courts exercise genuine independence, elections reflect the
will of the people, and political parties compete without
seeking intervention from the barracks. Imran Khan may
have returned to Adiala Jail. But the larger prisoner is
Pakistan’s democratic system, trapped in a cycle that has
continued for generations. The choice before Pakistan’s
Establishment is, therefore, larger than the fate of one man.
It can continue political engineering, selective accountability
and the use of State power against opponents, or it can
finally allow the institutions of the republic to breathe.
Pakistan has given its military enormous power, resources
and prestige to protect the country. The least its people
deserve in return is a country where the military protects
the State but does not decide who gets to rule it. Perhaps
the release of Imran Khan, followed by a genuinely free,
fair and transparent political process, could become the
beginning of that change. Sometimes returning to the
pavilion is not the end of the innings. It can be the moment
when the game itself is finally changed.

China challenge in Indian Ocean: Why
India needs stronger surface fleet

For most of the post-
independence period, the
Indian Ocean was treated,
implicitly, as India's ocean —
a maritime space where New
Delhi's navy operated without
a peer competitor. That
assumption no longer holds.
Over the past decade, the
People's Liberation Army Navy
(PLAN) has moved from
episodic anti-piracy patrols off
Somalia to a sustained, multi-
dimensional presence across
the Indian Ocean Region
(IOR), backed by a global
logistics network and an
aircraft carrier programme
advancing faster than almost
any navy has expanded in
modern history.

This switch is not a
temporary irritant to be
managed diplomatically; it is
a structural change in the
regional balance of power that
requires a matching structural
response — a larger, more
capable Indian surface fleet
built for both sea control and
sea denial.

Permanent PLA Navy
presence, not passing patrol

China's naval footprint in
the Indian Ocean began,
ostensibly, as counter-piracy
cooperation in the Gulf of Aden
in 2008. What started as an
escort mission has evolved
into something far more
durable: rotating PLAN task
forces, hydrographic and
'research' vessels surveying
the seabed along India's
approaches, and submarine
deployments that have
surfaced periodically at
Karachi, Colombo and
elsewhere. These are not
one-off port calls. They
represent a deliberate,
incremental effort to
normalise PLAN presence in
waters through which roughly
80 per cent of China's oil
imports transit — the same
waters through which the bulk
of India's own trade and
energy supplies flow. For
India, an ocean that was once
a secure rear area is becoming
a contested front.

This is precisely why
treating individual PLAN
deployments as isolated
incidents misreads the trend.
Each deployment adds to a
growing body of operational
familiarity with IOR weather
patterns, chokepoints,
acoustic conditions and the
disposition of regional navies.
That familiarity is itself a
strategic asset, and it
compounds year on year.

Bases, logistics: ‘String of
pearls’ made concrete

China's 'places, not bases'
strategy has, in practice,
produced actual bases.
Djibouti hosts a permanent
PLAN support facility —
China's first overseas military
base — positioned squarely
astride the Bab-el-Mandeb
chokepoint. Beyond Djibouti, a
constellation of dual-use
commercial ports developed
under the Belt and Road
Initiative gives the PLAN
potential access points ringing
India: Hambantota port in Sri
Lanka, Bangladesh's BNS
Pekua naval base, and the
Kyaukphyu deep seaport
under development in
Myanmar sit on or near the
Bay of Bengal, alongside
Gwadar in Pakistan on the
Arabian Sea side. None of
these facilities individually
amounts to a forward
operating base on the Djibouti
model, but collectively they
give China refuelling, resupply
and potential surveillance
options that box in India's
traditional maritime periphery.

India has recognised the
logic of this competition and
is responding in kind. New
Delhi is developing INS Varsha,
a new nuclear submarine base
at Rambilli in Andhra Pradesh
capable of berthing up to a
dozen submarines, explicitly
conceived as a counterweight
to China's expanding Longpo
submarine base on Hainan
Island. That parallel — a
Chinese base expanding on
one side of the ocean
prompting a matching Indian
facility on the other — captures

sea lanes is permanent and
growing; its industrial capacity
to build warships is now vastly
larger than any competitor's,
India included; and its stated
ambition to field a genuinely
global navy by mid-century is
a matter of declared policy, not
speculation. These are not
conditions that a diplomatic
thaw can reverse. Maritime
competition in the Indian
Ocean is a multi-decade
structural feature of the
region, and Indian naval
planning has to be built on that
premise rather than on the
hope of a return to earlier, less
contested conditions. The
strategic logic that follows
from this is straightforward,
even if the shipbuilding and
budgetary logistics are not. A
navy that expects to operate
in a contested Indian Ocean
needs two distinct — and not
fully substitutable — sets of
capabilities. Sea denial
capabilities — submarines,
land-based maritime patrol
aircraft, long-range anti-ship
missiles and mining — allow
India to raise the cost of any
adversary's freedom of
movement in waters India
considers vital, even against
a numerically superior fleet.
This is the more affordable,
asymmetric leg of the
strategy, and one where
India's geography, sitting
astride the sea lanes any PLAN
force must transit to reach the
western Indian Ocean, offers
real leverage.

Sea control capabilities —
carrier battle groups,
destroyers, frigates, and the
auxiliary and replenishment
ships needed to sustain them
on station — are what allow
India to actually secure its own
sea lanes, protect merchant
shipping, support amphibious
and expeditionary operations,
and respond to crises from the
Persian Gulf to the Malacca
Strait rather than merely
making those waters costly for
others to use. Sea denial alone
cedes the initiative; it can
deter, but it cannot by itself

the essential dynamic of this
competition: it is now a two-
sided infrastructure race, not
a one-sided Chinese advance
into an empty field.

Carrier development,
expeditionary reach

Nowhere is the scale of
China's ambition clearer than
in its carrier programme.
China had three aircraft
carriers in commission as of
mid-2026 — Liaoning,
Shandong and the Type 003
Fujian, which entered service
in November 2025 with
electromagnetic catapults —
and a fourth carrier is already
under construction in Dalian.
With three carriers in service,
the PLAN has already moved
past both the Royal Navy and
the Indian Navy, each of which
operates two. More significant
than the current count is the
trajectory: the Pentagon's
China Military Power Report
assesses that the PLAN aims
to build six additional carriers
by 2035, bringing its total to
nine — the largest carrier
build-up in the Indo-Pacific
since the Second World War.
A 120,000-tonne nuclear-
powered carrier is reportedly
already under construction as
part of that expansion.

Fujian itself represents a
genuine technological leap
rather than an incremental
upgrade. Unlike its ski-jump
predecessors, Fujian is a
Catapult-Assisted Take-off,
Barrier-Arrested Recovery
(CATOBAR) carrier, intended
to operate the J-35 stealth
fighter, J-15T fighter, J-15D
electronic warfare aircraft, Z-

20 helicopters and KJ-600
airborne early warning
aircraft. A carrier air wing of
that composition is built for
sustained power projection,
not coastal defence. Even
accounting for the PLAN's
comparatively shallow
institutional experience with
carrier aviation — barely a
decade against nearly a
century of continuous US
carrier operations — the
direction of travel is
unambiguous: China is
building the tools of an
expeditionary, blue-water
navy with the Indian Ocean
squarely within its operating
radius. This carrier expansion
is being matched by
investment in the
unglamorous but essential
enablers of distant-water
operations. Naval News
counted nine Type 903-series
replenishment ships and two
larger Type 901 fast combat
support ships in PLAN service
at the start of 2026 — the
auxiliary fleet that turns a
coastal navy into one capable
of sustaining task groups
thousands of miles from home
ports. Logistics, not just hulls,
is what converts presence into
persistence.

It is tempting to treat
Chinese naval activity in the
IOR as a function of specific
frictions — border tensions,
diplomatic disputes or
particular deployments — that
might ebb with better
relations. That framing
understates what is actually
underway. China's economic
dependence on Indian Ocean

guarantee that India's own
trade, energy imports and
regional partners are
protected during a crisis. A
two-carrier navy, however
professionally run, is a
fundamentally different
instrument from a nine-carrier
navy backed by a globally
distributed logistics network —
and the gap between those
two force structures is
precisely what a larger, better-
resourced Indian surface fleet
is intended to close.

The events of the past two
years illustrate that India
understands this logic and is
acting on it: the
commissioning of new
indigenous platforms, the
development of the INS
Varsha submarine base, and
the hosting of a major
International Fleet Review in
2026 that drew participation
from dozens of foreign navies
all reflect a navy and a
government treating the
Indian Ocean as a space that
must be actively secured
rather than passively
assumed. The strategic
requirement now is to sustain
and accelerate that trajectory
— expanding surface
combatant numbers, carrier
aviation and the auxiliary fleet
needed to project and sustain
power — so that India's
capability keeps pace with the
scale of the challenge China's
naval modernisation has set in
motion. The PLA Navy's
growth is not a distant Pacific
concern with only indirect
relevance to India. It is playing
out in the Bay of Bengal, the
Arabian Sea and the waters
around Sri Lanka, Bangladesh,
Myanmar and Pakistan —
India's immediate maritime
neighbourhood. Chinese
carrier aviation, forward
logistics facilities and sustained
deployments are converting
the Indian Ocean from a secure
Indian preserve into a
genuinely contested space, and
that contest will define regional
maritime security for decades,
not years.

India, Europe and the new global disorder:
Time for a partnership of equals

India-EU relations officially
date back to the early 1960s.
India’s leadership from
Independence had a clear
perspective on building strong
relations with the former
European Economic
Community (EEC). India never
looked at its relations with the
EU through the prism of its
bilateral relationship with its
former coloniser, the United
Kingdom. India’s engagement
with the EU remains a
separate and important pillar
of its foreign policy. Although
separated widely by
geography as well as history,
there are striking parallels in
the separate journeys of the
EU and India. Both have gone
through a unique process of
institution building to balance
the rights of their citizens with
the need for cohesion; they
represent the two largest
democracies in the world (if
one counts the EU as a single
member state even after
Brexit); culturally and
linguistically, they remain
among the most diverse
regions on the planet.
Relations which were once
focused on trade and
development now encompass
the political and security
environment, scientific and
technological development
and climate change. This
common commitment to
democracy and the rule of

law, to the market economy
and to inclusive development
is a defining factor in India-
EU relations. Yet, despite these
common traits and a long
historical connection, the EU
only rediscovered India after
the Cold War ended. What
adds complexity to building a
viable strategic partnership is
that conceptually India, post-
1947, is regarded as a
‘modern state’, with the
attributes of sovereignty,
territoriality and raison d’état
(justification of sovereignty).

In contrast, the EU is
considered to be a ‘post-
modern intra-state entity’
which does not emphasise
sovereignty or the separation
of domestic and foreign affairs
and which, after Schengen,
increasingly regards borders
as irrelevant. How then did the
strategic partnership evolve?
How has it adapted to the
Trumpian world of disorder
and chaos? In 2026, the global
disorder which is replacing the
Westphalian order after World
War II is resulting in increasing
global uncertainty and anxiety
for the future. New military
alliances are emerging. In
such a situation, can the India-
EU partnership make the
necessary adjustments and
emerge stronger? India is an
emerging power. India is the
world’s most populous
country, having overtaken

China in 2024. India is the
world’s third-largest economy
measured at international
prices (purchasing-power
parity), at $17 trillion.

This has resulted in the
development of new strategic
paradigms. It has also
included our actively
promoting the interests of the
Global South and becoming a
‘balancing power’. In a hostile
neighbourhood, with two
nuclear-weapon states, there
are few other strategic options
for India. In my book, India and
the EU: An Insider’s View, it
was noted: “A nation’s foreign
policy is strongly influenced by
its history, geographic location,
its strategic environment, the
imperatives of its
neighbourhood and the
perception of its own status in
the international community.”

This is true for both India
and the EU. Both are pursuing
domestic and foreign policy
agendas while facing many
new global challenges. Their
responses are based on their
national security templates.

Are their responses in
tandem with each other? Can
they be strategic partners in
this new millennium? To do so
successfully, each side must
appreciate the other’s
strategic conundrums and
avoid crossing invisible red
lines. It is now 26 years since
the first India-EU Summit was
held in Lisbon in June 2000,
preceded by a Business
Summit in Rome, hosted
jointly on our side by CII and
FICCI. In an unprecedented
move, the entire College of EU
Commissioners, led by
President Ursula von der Leyen,
visited New Delhi on 27 and 28
February 2025 to meet Prime
Minister Modi. Since early 2026,
there have been several positive
developments, including the
‘Security and Defence

Partnership’ and the ‘India and
the European Union Free Trade
Agreement’ at the 16th India-
EU Summit on 27 January 2026.
This comprehensive strategic
agenda links two billion

people, deepens economic
and technological ties, and
counters rising global
instability through a rules-
based order and cooperation.
PM Modi had noted that the

year 2026 marks the
beginning of a new golden era
in India-Europe relations:
“This year we signed the
historic India-EU Free Trade
Agreement.
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ROAD SAFETY EXPERTS FOR DEDICATED LANES AND STRICT
ENFORCEMENT FOR  ESPECIALLY DELIVERY RIDERS

Ahmedabad, Eminent road
safety experts including
commerce platforms  have
stressed on the need for a
nation having separate lanes
for powered two wheelers and
strict enforcement laws for
safety of two-wheeler riders
and reducing accidents.   “Two
Wheelers constitute about  70
per cent of the vehicular traffic
in the country but while
developing road infrastructure
and making traffic engineering
norms they are ignored and
no segregation done for them.
What needs to be done is have
dedicated driving lanes for
them which are missing and
strict enforcement .This will;
help in rider safety and avoid
crashes as they are the most
vulnerable road users along
with pedestrians “ said Dr
Rohit Baluja, President ,
Institute of Road Traffic
Education (IRTE)  while

speaking at National
Symposium on “Safety,
Training & Regulation of
Powered Two-Wheeler
Delivery Riders” Options?’
organised by IRTE in
partnership with the Ministry
of Road Transport &
Highways, Government of
India and Jubilant Food works.
" The powered two-wheelers
have become an increasingly
important component of the
last-mile delivery ecosystem.
The rapid expansion of app-
based and other delivery
services has brought a large
number of riders on India’s
roads, making rider safety,
professional training,
regulatory oversight and
effective enforcement. Rider
safety, training, regulation and
enforcement, with the objective
of promoting safer and more
responsible delivery is need of
the hour " said Dr Baluja. (1-7)

Jawa 42 completes All-Stars range
along with 42 FJ and 42 Bobber

Ahmedabad, Jawa Yezdi
Motorcycles unveiled the Jawa
42, completing the brand's
new Jawa All Stars chapter
and marking the biggest
evolution yet of the motorcycle
that established the modern
classic category in India.  The
All Stars Jawa 42 has
becomes bolder, sportier and
more muscular with the new
stance, proportions, rear
section, alloy wheels, side
panel and upswept exhaust.
The ergonomics enhances
agility in the city and on
highways. Built around a
powerful J-Panther engine, it
retains design cues that are
unmistakably Jawa. The All
Stars story began with the
Jawa rider. They are
confident, individualistic, but
feel a strong sense of
belonging with people who live
by the same code that is
familiar to communities from
defence to sports, where

discipline, trust, camaraderie,
and respect for the individual
coexist with a larger sense of
purpose. The Jawa All Stars
range with its special insignia
gives the shared code a badge
of belonging. While each
motorcycle expresses the Jawa
spirit in a different way, they are
united by the same All Stars
code. Strike One, the Jawa 42
FJ brought a contemporary,
sporty expression to the
brand's modern classic
character. Strike Two saw
Anand Mahindra unveil the All
Stars 42 Bobber at the Global
Chess League, celebrating
individuality through one of
Jawa's most distinctive
motorcycle formats.  (20-4)

NAMTECH and Savitribai Phule Pune University
Join Hands to Build Future-Ready Talent

Ahmedabad, New Age
Makers' Institute of
Technology (NAMTECH), a
not-for-profit educational
initiative of ArcelorMittal
Nippon Steel India and India's
first institution focused on
Manufacturing Engineering
Technology (MET), recently
signed a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) with
Savitribai Phule Pune
University (SPPU), one of
India's oldest universities with
77+ years of institutional
legacy. The partnership brings
together SPPU's academic
strength and NAMTECH's
industry-integrated approach
to education to advance
workforce development and
strengthen industry-ready

talent for India's
manufacturing and high-
technology sectors. The
collaboration will establish a
framework for joint initiatives
focused on developing future-
ready capabilities in areas
aligned with the evolving needs
of industry. Through the
partnership, NAMTECH and
SPPU will work towards
creating stronger linkages
between academic learning,
industry requirements and
emerging technology
applications. The MoU reflects
the need for closer collaboration
between academia and
industry to prepare India's
workforce for rapidly evolving
technology and manufacturing
environments. (20-4)

Title Unveiling of "Bachelor Daddy" - The
First Gujarati Film by 'Scene to Scene Studios'

Ahmedabad: After
delivering several successful
projects in Marathi and Hindi
cinema, the renowned
Mumbai-based production
house 'Scene to Scene Studios'
(Scene to Scene Studios / 3S
Movies) has made a grand entry
into Gujarati cinema. Under the
banner of '3S Movies' Presents
and 'Scene to Scene Studios',
the team has planned to
produce two Gujarati films
together. The grand title
unveiling event of their first film,
"Bachelor Daddy", was
successfully held at Pride Plaza
Hotel in Ahmedabad. On this
grand occasion, film producers

Sanjana Vinod Tambe and
Ashutosh Vinod Tambe, co-
producers Hitesh Beldar and
Umesh Harishchandra Tambe,
along with director Shantanu
Anant Tambe were present and
interacted with the media.

"Bachelor Daddy" is a
complete family comedy-drama
film designed to offer audiences
non-stop laughter and
wholesome entertainment. All
the lead actors of the film
graced the title unveiling
ceremony. The movie stars lead
actors Gaurav Paswala and
Prem Gadhavi, alongside lead
actresses Kathaa Patel and
Prinal Oberoi. . (19-10)

Trump’s economic noose on Iran may be looser than he thinks
The grammar of the West

Asia war is changing yet again.
While on the battlefront Iran
may have comparatively lost in
grey-zone warfare, it has been
perceived as a winner, even if
in wars there are only losers,

since it is seen as an unjust
aggression given the limited
credibility of the US and Israel
and the lack of international
support, even from their NATO
allies. Tehran, on the other
hand, has been able to survive

thus far despite its own unjust
aggression and attacks against
its Gulf neighbours. Iranian
President Masoud Pezeshkian,
as per media reports, claimed
that, “It is better that we bring
the war to an end now as we
are in a position of power and
dignity”, even if his hardline
and IRGC comrades might not
be on the same page. The 60-
day memorandum of
understanding, or
misunderstandings, has
expired and talks are
supposedly not happening
even though the mediators are
burning the midnight oil. In the
meantime, most of the
regional majors have achieved
some pecuniary
understandings with Tehran.
For Tehran, while its ‘Mosaic
Defence Strategy’ may have
helped against the US-Israeli
attacks, some trigger-happy
autonomous IRGC
commanders could as well
undermine the temporary
adjustments that Tehran and
the Gulf countries had reached.

The alleged attacks on the
UAE on August 19, which were
intercepted, led to Abu Dhabi
suspending all trade with Iran.
It is the most important trade
artery, which had helped Iran
bypass the decades-long
sanctions and secured its huge
Iranian investments in the
UAE, which have yielded good
dividends. These have now
been threatened once again,
even though Tehran denied it
and indicated some false-flag
operations, which is difficult to
ascertain amid the crafty
disinformation campaigns by
all sides. Several reports
averred to the fact that since
the visit of the Iranian NSA to
Tehran, both sides had
agreed to bury the hatchet as
the UAE unfroze Iranian assets
and no major strikes
happened until now. The
timing is critical since a day
before, President Trump
vowed to impose the most
severe economic measures
unheard of and unseen thus
far. Trump, on his Truth Social,
threatened Iran and Iranian
allies and trading partners:
“This will be economic
warfare and isolation on an
unprecedented scale. ANY
country that allows its
financial institutions,
businesses, airports, or
government entities to
provide any type of lifeline to
Iran will itself face
TREMENDOUS Economic
Consequences.” The Iranian
Foreign Minister dismissed
these with a cool assessment:
“the so-called ‘Economic D-
Day’ is a diversion from
America’s own crisis:
unprecedented debt and
surging interest costs. US
economic terrorism” will

threaten the global economy
and sovereignty worldwide.”
There is no doubt that the
Iranian economy is under stress
due to prolonged sanctions and
the Hormuz blockade, but then
the US is in no good shape
either, with its highest-ever debt
crossing $40 trillion, making it
the most indebted nation in the

world. Most observers believe
that since the US could not
overpower Iran on the
battlefield, it is unlikely that
these economic measures will
be any more effective, given
the tremendous resilience and
adaptation and mitigation
strategies Tehran has devised
during the prolonged

imposition of Western
sanctions laced with occasional
relief. It is also counting on its
dozen-plus major trading
partners, including China,
Russia, India, Afghanistan,
Pakistan, Armenia and
Azerbaijan, including its seven
neighbouring countries, as well
as Germany, etc.

Mukesh Vasani Honored with Dr. R.P.
Parnerkar Udyog Ratna Award in US

Ahmedabad, Mukesh
Vasani, Founder and
Chairman of Aimtron
Electronics Limited and
Chairman and CEO of Aimtron
Group, has received the
distinguished Dr. R.P.
Parnerkar Memorial Udyog
Ratna Award 2026 for his
work in the electronics
manufacturing industry and
his impactful contribution to
the community. Reacting to
this milestone, Mukesh
Vasani, Founder and
Chairman, Aimtron Electronics
Limited, said, “This recognition
is very close to my heart. My
journey started in a small
vil lage in Gujarat and
continued in the United States,

where my family and I built
Aimtron with hard work,
discipline, and the support of
many people. I accept this
award on behalf of the entire
Aimtron family, our
employees, customers,
partners, friends, and well-
wishers.” The award was
presented by Shalabh Kumar,
Chairman of AVG Advanced
Technologies, in the presence
of Dr. L.V. Parnerkar during
the magnificent 'Spirit of
Service' Award Ceremony at
National India Hub, Illinois,
USA.  The award was
presented during the Spirit of
Service Award Ceremony at
National India Hub in
Schaumburg, Illinois. (13-9)

JUNGLE TALES WITH MOWGLI’, PREMIERES
ON JIOHOTSTAR AND DISNEY CHANNEL
Ahmedabad,  JioStar’s Kids

& Family portfolio is bringing
the beloved Mowgli to
audiences, with their newest
title Jungle Tales with Mowgli,
a slapstick comedy take on the
iconic story. Striking the right
chord of fun and nostalgia, the
series drops on JioHotstar and
Disney Channel on 12th
September 2026, 2 PM. Built
around the ever curious and
mischievous 10-year-old
Mowgli, Jungle Tales with
Mowgli follows his eccentric
adventures as he navigates life
in the jungle, often finding
himself in trouble along the
way. With situational comedy,
slapstick chases and playful
banter at its heart, the series
brings together a vibrant
ensemble of familiar
characters that many grew up
with, including Mowgli’s
friends Baloo and Bagheera,
and his rivals Sherkhan, Kaa

and Tabaqui, bringing a touch
of nostalgia for parents while
introducing these beloved
characters to kids. Alok Jain,
Head - Hindi & English
Entertainment Business
(Streaming, TV & Studios),
JioStar, said “Some characters
are evergreen and have the
unique ability to belong to
more than one generation.
Mowgli is one of them.
Through our latest launch,
Jungle Tales with Mowgli, we
wanted to take the timeless
world of Jungle Book and
reimagine it with the energy,
humour and sensibility of the
contemporary kids and
families of today. (13-9)

Sigma Advanced Systems Begins
Production at Sri City Aerospace Facility

Ahmedabad, Sigma
Advanced Systems today
announced that its dedicated
aerospace manufacturing
facility at Sri City, Andhra
Pradesh, has moved from
build-out into active production,
completing the transition from
ground-breaking to production
in a record eight months. The
facility's first batch of precision-
machined aerospace
components have been
manufactured and shipped to
Sigma UK where they are
undergoing final verification
ahead of formal delivery to the
customer. The Sri City
operation has completed the
initial stages of the source-
change approval process with
Rolls-Royce Aerospace. The
dedicated aerospace
manufacturing facility is being
developed at Sri City across a
larger 500,000 sq ft campus.
In just eight months,
approximately 75,000 sq ft has
been brought into operation,

already providing 100,000
machining hours of annual
production capacity with this
first facility budgeted to reach
a production capacity of nearly
300,000 annual machining
hours. Sunil Kalidindi, Chief
Executive Officer and Executive
Director, Sigma Advanced
Systems, said, “Sri City is an
important milestone in Sigma's
evolution as a global
aerospace manufacturing
partner. In just eight months,
we have taken a greenfield
facility from ground-breaking to
production and begun
manufacturing aerospace
components in India to the
standards required by global
aerospace programmes. The
facility is being developed to
replicate Sigma UK’s
established aerospace
manufacturing capability in
India, progressively
establishing manufacturing
capability in India alongside
Sigma UK’s operations. (13-9)
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Surat flower market prices increase by
up to 15% before Ganeshotsav

Ahmedabad
The 'Rozgar Bachao'

movement of 3.70 rickshaw
and taxi drivers of Ahmedabad
against online taxi apps like
Ola, Uber, Rapido has become
fierce. As the pending issues
have not been resolved
despite repeated
representations, various
organizations including
Ahmedabad Rickshaw Drivers'
Unity have announced a
complete 4-day bandh from
today to September 10.

The union had claimed that
3 lakh rickshaw and 70
thousand taxi drivers would
join the strike that started at
midnight. But the strike has
received a lukewarm response
as vehicles are still running in
many areas. Union members
took to the streets to make
the strike a success. A
controversy broke out near
Ranip bus station when a
rickshaw driver came with a
stick and forced passengers to
join the strike halfway. The
police have also rushed to the
spot as the rickshaw drivers
resorted to hooliganism.

We have to walk to work
after being dropped off
halfway from the rickshaw. If
the strike continues for four
days, we will have to face a
lot of difficulties. We appeal
to Narendra Modi to reduce
inflation. Our salary is 10
thousand, from which if we
deduct the rickshaw fare,
nothing remains. There is not
even a seat in the bus, so we
use rickshaws to reach on
time.

Running a household with
this much income or educating
children?: Rickshaw driver

Rickshaw driver Ashish
Gamiti said that we are having
to bear the brunt of the illegal
two-wheelers that are plying
in the online application, even

Rickshaw driver's bullying, came with a stick
and cut off passengers; Police convoy shaken

getting a rickshaw. So, I will
tell you that I will not be able
to reach there by giving any
reason. I have come for a
special session and could not
reach there on time. However,
now I have been called to pick
up a student from Nirma
University."

'I don't know whether I will
reach the meeting on time or
not'

Nitin Verma, who came
from Jodhpur, said, "I have
come to Sabarmati station on
Vande Bharat. I have been
waiting for an hour for a
rickshaw or taxi but I have not
found a vehicle. I am in a lot
of trouble right now. I don't
know whether I will reach the
meeting on time or not. People
who come from outside do not
know how much the fare is.
So some rickshaw drivers say,
'We will drop you here or
there, you pay this much
money.'"

The main demands of the
union and its submission to the
government

are that the unregulated
policies of private app
companies have created a
serious threat to the livelihood
of rickshaw and taxi drivers.
The main demands are an
immediate ban on illegal two-
whee ler  tax i  serv ices
running on online platforms
and fixing reasonable fares
as per the government's
prescribed norms.

Af ter  submi t t ing a
petition to the Transport
Commiss ioner  in
Gandhinagar on August 27,
a protest was started on
August 28 by putting up
posters behind rickshaws to
protes t ,  but  a f ter  not
getting a positive response
from the administration, the
path of a blockade was
finally adopted.

3.70 lakh rickshaw-taxi strike in
Ahmedabad in protest against Ola-Uber-Rapido

if they are not stopped. Also,
the fare fixed by the
government is not given in the
online application. Since they
are not getting enough fare,
it has also become difficult for
rickshaw drivers to run their
household. While the prices of
gas are continuously
increasing, on the other hand,
the fare is not increased
through the online application.

Passengers are not ready
to sit according to the meter:
Indravijay Singh

Another rickshaw puller
Indravijay Singh Vaghela said
that passengers say to come
as per the fare of the online
application, but less than half
of it is given. According to the
government rules, the fare
has been increased to 20 to
25 rupees, while only 10 to 12
rupees are given in the online
application. Despite informing
the government, two-
wheelers with white number
plates are not stopped. Some
rickshaw pullers are driving
rickshaws thinking that the
strike will start in the morning,
so we are appealing to them
to stand peacefully and join the
strike.

Passengers coming from
other places are facing
hardship

while those coming to
Ahmedabad from other areas
have to face a lot of hardship.
After getting down at
Sabarmati railway station,
they are forced to walk to the
metro station as they cannot
find a rickshaw or taxi. Some
rickshaw drivers are taking
advantage of the strike and
are openly robbing passengers
by demanding more money.

A passenger from Jodhpur,
Rajasthan, said, "I have to go
to Nirma University where I
had to attend a session. So, I
have been delayed due to not

Ahmedabad
In Ahmedabad city,

rickshaw and taxi drivers have
continued their strike for the
second consecutive day
against online applications
including Ola-Uber-Rapido.
The meeting held with RTO-
Traffic on Monday remained
inconclusive and it was
announced that the strike will
continue till the 10th. On the
first day of the Rozgar Bachao
Andolan, only a few rickshaw
and taxi drivers joined the
strike. Due to which the
people of the union took to the
road with sticks and were
seeking support to join the
strike. However, during that
time, due to a clash-like
situation, the police had to
come to the field. The Police
Commissioner has also said
that action will be taken if
people are harassed.

Following the strike of
rickshaw drivers, AMTS has
arranged buses to ensure that
passengers coming to Kalupur
railway station do not face any
trouble in going to different
places. Today, on September
8, early in the morning, 10
AMTS buses were placed at
Kalupur railway station for
passengers.

Passengers boarded the
buses and left for their
designated places. The strike
of the rickshaw-taxi union
received a good response for
the second consecutive day.
However, most of the rickshaw
drivers have not joined the
strike and have continued to
ply rickshaws. Many rickshaws
have been seen carrying
passengers at Kalupur railway
station.

'Rickshaw drivers are
robbing by doubling the fare'

A passenger from Jodhpur,
Rajasthan, said that earlier
they used to reach for Rs 250
but this time the rickshaw
drivers are directly asking for

Morbi
A shop called Radha

Krishna Jewellers on Sardar
Road in Morbi has been
robbed. The thieves entered
the shop by making a hole in
the wall at night. They stole
gold and silver jewellery and
silver scrap worth a total of
Rs 17.24 lakh.

In this regard, the Sony
dealer has filed a complaint
against unknown persons at
Morbi A Division Police
Station. The police have
registered a case and started
an investigation to arrest the
accused.

Deepakbhai Jayantibhai
Mandaliya (age 45), a resident
of Khara Kuva Wali Street on

A hole was found in the wall of
a gold and silver shop in Morbi

Rickshaw-taxi drivers strike
for second consecutive day
AMTS runs additional buses, passenger says
rickshaw drivers are looting by doubling fares

Rs 500 and are robbing. Even
though it is necessary to reach
the hospital, there is a
problem in getting a rickshaw.
A woman passenger also
expressed her grief and said
that despite having a problem
in her legs, they are asking for
Rs 200 per person to go to
Jamalpur, which is double the
fare than usual days.

Controllers and flying
teams deployed:

To avoid any
inconvenience to passengers
due to the auto rickshaw
drivers' strike, the Ahmedabad
Municipal Corporation has
arranged special transport
arrangements at various bus
stations and transit points.
Advance measures have been
taken to ensure that
passengers can reach their
destinations easily by
deploying additional buses,
controllers and flying teams in
key areas of the city.

Additional buses at bus
stations

Two controllers and two
additional buses have been
deployed at Ranip GSRTC bus
station, which wil l take
passengers to Incometex,
Nataraj, Paldi, Geeta Mandir
and Kalupur. Apart from this,
about 90 buses passing
through here wil l serve
towards Maninagar,
Laldarwaja and Vasna.

Spare drivers, flying team
and two additional buses have
been deployed at Sabarmati
Dharmanagar railway station.
Two additional buses with a
controller at Vatva railway
station will serve Kalupur and
Maninagar via Geeta Mandir.

Rai lway Station and
Transit Arrangements

Sarangpur Cabin
Controller is present at
Kalupur Railway Station with
two flying teams and four
additional buses have been
arranged. More than 50

buses passing through this
area will reach Geeta Mandir,
Lal Darwaja, Vadaj and
Naroda. A flying team has
been deployed at Geeta
Mandir, from where buses
will be available for various
parts of the city at an interval
of every 15 to 20 minutes.

The strike received mixed
response and incidents. The
strike of the rickshaw and taxi
unions has received mixed
response. At the Geeta
Mandir ST stand, rickshaw
drivers are boarding
passengers as usual and the
police are also present. At the
Sabarmati railway station,
rickshaw drivers surrounded
the Rapido driver who was
bringing the passenger and
had a heated argument, due
to which the police came and
chased the rickshaw drivers
away.

Increasing crowd of
passengers and trouble

As rickshaws are running
less, a huge crowd of
passengers is being seen in
AMTS buses at bus stands
including Lal Darwaza.
Passengers coming from
outside are facing a lot of
trouble at Sabarmati and
Kalupur railway stations.
Taking advantage of the
strike, some rickshaw drivers
are charging double or triple
the fare than on normal days,
due to which people are
forced to walk.

Strike over issues with
online apps:

Demands including
stopping two-wheeler taxis
running illegally on online
apps and fixing fares as per
government rules have been
made by rickshaw drivers and
taxi drivers.

So, passengers will have
to face a lot of trouble if
rickshaw drivers and taxi
drivers get into a fight over
these two demands.

Sardar Road near the old bus
station in Morbi, has filed this
complaint. He said that on
September 5, at around 2:45
am, unknown persons had
made a hole in the wall of his
Radha Krishna Jewellers shop.

After that, they entered the
shop and stole 24 grams of
gold jewelry (worth Rs 2.74
lakh), 6 kg 250 grams of silver
jewelry (worth Rs 12.50 lakh)
and 1 kg 500 grams of silver
scrap (worth Rs 2 lakh). In
total, goods worth Rs 17.24
lakh were stolen.

 The police have
registered a case based on
the complaint and are
conducting further
investigation.

Smugglers stole gold and silver jewelry
and scrap worth Rs 17.24 lakh and fled.

Amreli
The body of a one-month-

old lion cub was found in a
farmer's field near Vadhera
village in Jafrabad taluka of
Amreli district.

 On being informed, the
forest department team
reached the spot and took
possession of the body and
conducted a postmortem.

Preliminary investigation
has revealed that the lion cub
died due to suffocation after
getting entangled in a net
installed in the field.

The incident took place in
the farm of Govindbhai
Bhagwanbhai Solanki near
Vadhera village in Jafrabad
taluka.

The lion cub got trapped
in a net, due to which it put
pressure on its throat and died

Body of 1-month-old lion cub
found in farmer's field in Amreli
Died of suffocation after getting trapped in
a farm net near Vadhera village in Jafrabad

due to suffocation.
There is talk that this

incident happened a day ago,
and there are allegations that
the forest department has
hidden the information about
the death of the lion cub.

When contacted, in-charge
ACF Rajan Jadav said that his
team immediately reached the
spot as soon as the death of
the lion cub was reported.

They have shifted the body
for postmortem and started
further investigation.

Rajkot Municipal Corporation issued notice to seize another house, housing owner expressed
anger, claimed to have taken the house by asking the officer, the officer denied the allegations

Sold Alto car, took loan
and paid for housing

Rajkot
Cases of irregularities in

the housing scheme run by
Rajkot Municipal Corporation
are coming to light one after
another. In the 11 cases that
came to light earlier, the
Municipal Corporation had
given notices to the double
housing holders to seize the
second housing. In which the
housing holder has claimed
that he kept the second
housing only after questioning
an officer named Keyur
Gandhi. Kamaljitsinh Jhala,
who sold his Alto car and paid
for the second housing by
taking a loan from his brother's
company, has demanded that
the amount he paid be
returned and the second
housing be taken back.
However, on the other hand,
the concerned officer has
strongly rejected all these
allegations of the applicant.
Currently, the Housing
Department has started an
investigation regarding
Kamaljitsinh's application.

According to the details
received, recently the
Municipal Corporation had
caught 11 people who were
taking two houses instead of
one and issued notices to all
of them to confiscate the
second house. Among them,
an applicant named
Kamaljitsinh Bhupatsinh Jhala
has responded to the notice
regarding cancellation of the
house by submitting a written
representation to the
Municipal Commissioner and
has expressed his anger over
the controversial situation that
arose due to the mistake of
the officials.

According to the petitioner
Kamaljit Singh, he was allotted
a flat under the housing
scheme in Krishna Township
on Kankote Road in 2021.
Where he currently lives with
his family. Later, he was also
allotted another flat (F-107)
from the waiting list in Jijabai

Township under the Light
House Scheme on Rayaya
Road. When the second flat
was allotted and he received
the message, he went to meet
Officer Keyur Gandhi in person
at the Municipal Corporation
office.

He further said that I had
asked Keyurbhai Gandhi that I
already have a flat in Krishna
Township, so can this second
flat be transferred to the
name of any other member of
my family? But the officer had
replied that no, the flat will be
in the name of the person
whose name has been filled
in the form and whose name
has been included in the
waiting list and the amount
fixed for it will have to be paid
in full within a month,
otherwise the flat will be
cancelled.

After this clear guidance
from the officer, I sold the four-
wheeler Alto car for Rs. 1.50
lakh and deposited the
remaining money in the
housing account by taking a
loan from my brother's
company and also from my
brother. After the flat was paid,
this flat has been lying vacant
for the last four years. But
recently, the Municipal
Corporation has given him a
notice for illegally taking two
houses and the process of
cancelling the house has been
initiated.

Kamaljit Singh raised
questions against the
administration and said that
when he first came to meet
the officials, all the details of
me already having a flat were
available in the records and

system of the Municipal
Corporation. The officials
were required to verify before
accepting the money, but after
depositing the money, now the
administration is saying that it
is our mistake to hide their
serious mistake. Due to the
negligence of the officials, I
have had to suffer financial and
mental losses. Then, if all the
money I have paid is returned
with interest and appropriate
compensation, they are ready
to hand over the possession
of this flat to the Municipal
Corporation.

Keyur Gandhi, who is
accused in the entire matter,
said in a telephonic
conversation with Divya
Bhaskar that there is no truth
in these allegations. It is
clearly written in the
guidelines given with the form
that a person cannot take two
houses. Also, an affidavit
stating that the house-holder
does not have any other house
to stay in is taken along with
the application. Not only this,
the officials also check while
paying the money.

Then, on my advice, they
cannot get double houses.
Many people come to make
various inquiries and we give
them appropriate answers. I
do not even remember when
Kamaljit Singh came and what
he asked. But I never told
anyone to keep two houses.

Housing Department
Manager Surya Pratap Singh
said in this regard, we had
given a notice to a double
accommodation holder named
Kamaljit Singh Jhala. In which
he has accused our employee
Keyur Gandhi.

Due to this, he will be given
a notice. Also, after receiving
a reply from him to this notice,
appropriate action will be
taken as per the rules. He
assured that if there is
negligence on the part of any
employee, strict action will be
taken against him.

Ahmedabad
Today is the third day of the

strike launched by rickshaw
and taxi drivers. Rickshaw and
taxi drivers are adamant on
the strike as the demands
presented to the government
have not been satisfactorily
resolved yet. They have
threatened to continue the
agitation until the government
takes a proper decision on the
demands in opposition to the
online application. The strike
was announced in advance
from September 7 to 10, but
now they are threatening to
extend the strike further if the
demands are not accepted.

Allegations of exploitation
of rickshaw drivers through
online applications

It has been alleged that
online applications such as
Ola, Uber, Rapido are
exploiting rickshaw and taxi
drivers by charging low fares.
Therefore, rickshaw and taxi
drivers have demanded to fix
a minimum fare for online
rickshaws and taxis, to put a
check on the commission
charged by app companies,
and to stop illegally plying two-
wheelers. The unions claim
that representations were
made to the government
earlier as well, but the
situation has become such that
the strike has to be extended
as there is no solution.

Rickshaw drivers protested
with placards.

Now, instead of stopping
the rickshaw drivers and
seeking support, the people of
the rickshaw and taxi union
protested with posters at four
roads including ISKCON
crossroads and Helmet Circle
to create awareness and reach
out to the passengers. I was
in the service of passengers
forgetting the festival, I was on

the road in the bitter cold of
winter, I was in the service of
passengers forgetting the
festival, the union has tried to
reach out to the government
with posters like this.

To avoid clashes, the
rickshaw pullers' union stopped
stopping rickshaws.

On the first day, a large
number of rickshaw and taxi
drivers joined the strike. But
after that, on the second and
third day, only a few rickshaw
drivers joined the strike. On the
first day, most of the rickshaw
drivers stopped, causing
problems for office workers,
students, traders, passengers
going to railway stations and
other places. It was also
revealed that some rickshaw
and taxi drivers were robbing
passengers by demanding
more money in the name of the
strike. Also, after clashes at
many places, the police were
instructed to take action. After
that, the union has stopped
stopping rickshaws carrying
passengers.

If the demand is not
accepted, we will continue the
strike even after the 10th -
Vijay Makwana

Ahmedabad Rickshaw
Drivers Ekta Union President
Vijay Makwana said, "Our
strike continues for the third
consecutive day regarding our
demands. The strike has not
been completed as the
demands have not been
accepted yet. Since our issues
are reasonable, we are making
several representations to the
government. We are
requesting the government to
accept our demands, but they
are not being accepted.
Therefore, the strike will
continue and if it has to be
extended, we are ready to
extend it."

Third day of rickshaw drivers' strike
in protest against online application
Threat to continue strike even after 10th if
demand is not accepted, protest with placards

Surat
With the arrival of the

holy festival of Ganeshotsav
in Surat, there has been a
sudden surge in the demand
for flowers. On the other
hand, due to adverse
weather in the producing
areas, there has been a
significant decrease in the
new arrival of flowers this
year. The decrease in arrival
has had a direct impact on
the market price.

Compared to last year,
the prices of all types of
flowers have increased by
about 10 to 15%, due to
which the budget of Ganesh
devotees and organizers is
being directly affected.

Pr ices of Mogra and
Roses have doubled in the
retail market.

If we look at the current
market prices, Galgoto,
which is sold at ?150 to 180
per kg in wholesale, is being

sold at ?250 to 380 in the
retail market. The wholesale
price of Desi Roses is ?350
to 400 in retail as against
?250 to 290, while Sevanti
is being sold at ?220-280 as
against  ?120-160. The
biggest jump has been seen
in Mogra; Mogra, which is
available at ?200 to 250 per
kg in wholesa le,  has
reached ?400 to 500 in the
retail market, because in
addition to religious worship,
the demand for braids and
gajras is also high. Most of
the flower supply comes
from Maharashtra-Madhya
Pradesh. The main flower
market located on Ashwini
Kumar Road in Surat has
been witness ing heavy
traffic of wholesalers and
retail buyers since early
morning due to festivals.
According to Mehulbhai
Topiwala,  a leading
wholesaler of the flower

market, most of the flower
supply in the Surat
wholesale market comes
through trucks from the
neighbor ing state of
Maharashtra and areas
including Ratlam in Madhya
Pradesh. Income reduced,
prices increased due to poor
ra infa l l . Th is  year,  the
ra infa l l  in  the main
produc ing areas of
Maharashtra and Madhya
Pradesh was poor compared
to last year, which has had
a negative impact on flower
production and local income.
Despite the reduced supply
in the market, the daily
demand has remained the
same or increased due to
festivals, and the prices of all
varieties have increased.
Currently, there is a large
purchase of flowers including
Galgota, Desi Gulab, Mogra
and Sevanti for worship and
decoration in the market.


