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Nepal wants a diplomatic
reset; India will be the real test

The Public Diplomacy
Division of Nepal’s Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, on August 13,
2026, invited foreign
correspondents at Singha
Durbar in Kathmandu and let
them ask questions. According
to Durlav Roy Chowdhury, an
Indian journalist based in
Kathmandu, it as “the first
such broad engagement in
several years”. It’s indeed
quite revealing. A foreign
ministry that has to
reintroduce itself to the
resident foreign press tells you
something about the previous
several years before it says a
word about the next five.

Roy Chowdhury records
the three priorities set out by
the Foreign Secretary:
protecting national interests,
improving the country’s
international image, and using
economic diplomacy to
advance national objectives.
The first and the third are
unremarkable. Every foreign
ministry would emphasise
them. It is the middle one that
deserves attention. Nepal is
now focussing on its ‘image’
— far from being an outcome
of its external policy, it is now
an important objective for its
foreign office.

The audience that matters
most is next door - When we
talk about Nepal building its
image abroad, the country
that is most important for it is
India, which matters for its
merchandise trade, supplies,
transit, tourists, and open
border, across which Nepali
workers move without a visa
or a work permit. Any
programme built on
investment, exports and jobs
is going to be focused on India
in practice. The sooner that is
recognised, the more
coherent the programme
looks. The timing too is
favourable. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s invitation to
the new Nepali Prime Minister
went out on March 27, the day
the government took the oath.
Additionally, an official visit is
underway. On August 10,
Prime Minister Balendra Shah
met Indian Ambassador
Naveen Srivastava one-on-
one at Singha Durbar, his first
individual meeting with a
foreign envoy since becoming
prime minister. He had
previously preferred collective
meetings with ambassadors.
Later the same day he met
Chinese Ambassador Zhang
Maoming separately. The
following day he was also due
to meet the US chargé
d’affaires. His earlier refusal
to meet ambassadors
individually was becoming a
diplomatic oddity for a prime
minister. The decision to
abandon it indicates that he
now wants to personally
involve himself in Nepal’s
external relationships.

Kathmandu analysts read
the sequencing of the meeting
with Indian envoy ahead of the
Chinese as deliberate
messaging of some sort. A
government with a domestic
mandate on jobs and clean
administration, and without
the inherited grievance politics
of the older parties cannot
ignore the southern neighbour
and would not like to convey
any wrong message in this
regard. Especially because the
new government has far more
freedom to treat its
relationship with its southern
neighbour seriously, as
economic interests run deep
and the help Nepal needs may
not come from anywhere else
without attendant risks.

This is where the
ministry’s two priorities, i.e.,
image-building and economic
diplomacy, actually converge.
The agenda with India is very
substantive: power trade and
transmission lines that would
carry power across borders,
trade facilitation at the Terai
crossings and the potential for

Nepali producers to reach
third-country markets through
India’s network of free trade
and comprehensive
partnership agreements. None
of this requires a new doctrine
but rather officials who are
able to implement the
decisions promptly.

The friction in this
relationship has often been
about the unnecessary ‘space’
provided by the government
between a ‘decision’ taken
and the ‘explanation’ provided,
which is fi l led through
guesswork by commentators
and anchors in television
channels on both sides of the
border. A foreign ministry that
briefs the resident press
regularly, on the record, and
shows up when the news is
unfavourable, closes that
space. Delhi wants a
Kathmandu that expresses
itself than one that goes quiet
and lets others narrate it.

Author of the economic
turn - Economic diplomacy is
not a new slogan in Nepal. The
ministry has run a review
mechanism with its missions
abroad for years, complete
with private-sector and Non-
Resident Nepali representation,
and every recent government
has promised to convert
embassies into trade offices.
What has changed is the
finance portfolio that now sits
with a development economist
who is also a deputy prime
minister and a vice-chair of the
governing party. Economic
diplomacy in Nepal has usually
suffered from having many
sponsors with zero ownership.
It now has an owner. The
problem is primarily domestic,
and no ambassador can solve
it. Promoting investment
abroad is hindered by land
acquisition, power evacuation,
contract enforcement, and
policy instability in the host
country. Despite holding
investment summits, signing
memoranda, and observing
low conversion rates, Nepal’s
real external economy remains
remittances, worth about a
quarter of its GDP. A foreign
office that promotes reform
without putting emphasis on its
implementation will fail to
convince the correspondents in
a meeting like the one on 13
August. India, China and Nepal
- The correspondents asked
about the competing narratives
surrounding Nepal’s relations
with India and China. Officials
reportedly acknowledged the
need for “faster communication
and stronger mechanisms to
address misinformation” in
India about Nepal’s turn
towards China. The answer
also shifts the focus from a
structural issue to a
communication challenge. The
competing narratives arise
from the genuinely difficult and
contested positions at home,
given the diversity of political
views in Nepal. Advocates of
strong relationships with both
countries define factional
politics in the country and any
government worth the name
does have to sail between
Scylla and Charybdis. The
high-level Nepali officials
acknowledge that the
information provided to the
local media is strategically
distorted, and therefore there
is a need to correct it as quickly
as possible. This would require
effective strategic
communication, and the
government is alive to this
issue as the briefing showed.
However, at the moment, much
of it is at the level of initial
argument, and would take
some time before it is rolled
out as policy. More than faster
communication, the right
decision at the right time is the
need of the hour. That is why
the discussions in the 13
August meetings are already
out in the open, and will be
closely scrutinised in Delhi and
Beijing.

India’s new China policy: Engage Beijing, but don’t trust it
National Security Adviser

Ajit Doval and Chinese Foreign
Minister Wang Yi met in Beijing
this week for the 25th round
of talks on the India-China
boundary. Xi Jinping is
expected in India for the
BRICS summit in September,
potentially his first visit to India
in seven years. Flights have
returned, visa restrictions
have eased and New Delhi has
cautiously relaxed some of the
economic restrictions imposed
after the 2020 border crisis.

Calling this an India-China
reset would be too easy. But
something more interesting
may be happening. India is not
returning to the China policy
it practised before Galwan. It
appears to be learning how to
maintain a working
relationship with Beijing
without first believing that the
relationship is improving in
any fundamental sense.

That sounds like a small
distinction. It isn’t. For much
of the three decades before
2020, India and China
operated on an implicit
bargain. If the disputed border
could be kept sufficiently
peaceful, the rest of the
relationship could develop
despite the absence of a
boundary settlement. Trade
expanded dramatically.
Leaders met regularly. New
mechanisms for cooperation
appeared. Both countries
worked together in forums
such as BRICS even as their
strategic interests increasingly
diverged. The boundary
problem had not disappeared.
It had effectively been fenced
off from much of the
relationship. Galwan broke
that fence.

What actually changed
after 2020

The death of 20 Indian
soldiers in the Galwan Valley
was not simply another
episode in a long-running
territorial dispute. It
challenged the assumption on
which India’s China policy had
been built: that agreements
along the Line of Actual
Control could provide enough
predictability for political and
economic relations elsewhere
to continue relatively
independently.

India’s response showed
how deeply that assumption
had been damaged. Chinese
investment faced tighter
scrutiny. Hundreds of Chinese
apps were banned. Visas
became harder to obtain.
Direct passenger flights
remained suspended. Most
importantly, India repeatedly
made clear that the state of
the border could not be
separated from the state of
the broader relationship.

The October 2024
agreement on patrolling in
Depsang and Demchok
therefore mattered. It led to
disengagement from the
remaining friction points from
the 2020 crisis and created the
political space for Modi and Xi
to meet in Kazan.

What followed has been a
gradual reopening. Tourist
visas for Chinese citizens
resumed in 2025. Direct flights
have since returned. Visa
procedures for Chinese
business professionals have
eased. This year, India also
relaxed parts of the
investment regime introduced
after Galwan, while retaining
safeguards around Chinese
capital.

These are significant
changes. But look closely at
their design and a pattern
emerges. India is reopening
doors, but it is not removing
the locks.

New relationship being
built differently

Consider investment. If
India were simply returning to
the pre-Galwan relationship,
easing investment restrictions
would represent an attempt to
restore economic normality.
Instead, India has opted for a
narrower opening. Under
changes introduced this year,
certain non-controll ing
investments of up to 10 per
cent can enter through the
automatic route, while the
broader security framework
created after 2020 remains.

The distinction is revealing.
India clearly recognises the
economic cost of treating all
Chinese capital as equally
problematic. Indian
manufacturing still relies on

Chinese machinery,
components and intermediate
goods across several sectors.
A policy of indiscriminate
economic separation would
impose costs on India’s own
industrial ambitions.

But the lesson India
appears to have drawn from
the last six years is not that
dependence on China must
disappear. It is that
dependence has to be
identified, measured and
managed.

The same principle
increasingly applies to
diplomacy. Doval and Wang’s
meeting on August 25 did not
produce a dramatic
breakthrough on the
boundary. The two sides
agreed to maintain peace and
tranquillity, continue work
towards a fair and mutually
acceptable settlement and
hold the next round of Special
Representatives’ talks in India
in 2027.

On paper, this can look
underwhelming. After 25
rounds, the boundary remains
unresolved. But perhaps
resolution is no longer the only
useful measure of success.

For two nuclear-armed
neighbours with competing
territorial claims and
thousands of kilometres of
disputed frontier, a mechanism
that keeps communication
functioning and reduces the
chances of another Galwan
has strategic value of its own.

India may therefore be
moving towards a different
definition of success in its
relationship with China: not
resolving competition, but
preventing competition from
repeatedly becoming
confrontation.

The border still sets the
ceiling

This does not mean the
border has become less
important; rather, the opposite
may be true. Earlier this
month, India again publicly
emphasised that peace and
tranquillity along the frontier
are critical to bilateral
relations. That position
matters because improving
political atmospherics can
easily create pressure to treat
the border as yesterday’s
problem.

India has been here
before. The Wuhan informal
summit in 2018 was supposed
to provide strategic guidance
after the Doklam
confrontation. Modi and Xi met
again at Mamallapuram in
October 2019. The imagery
suggested that the world’s two
largest developing countries
had found a way to manage
their differences at the highest
political level.

Within a year, Indian and
Chinese soldiers were fighting
in Galwan. The lesson is not
that summit diplomacy is
meaningless. It is that political
warmth cannot substitute for
predictable behaviour on the
ground. This is why Xi’s
expected visit to India next
month will be important, but
perhaps not for the obvious
reason. His presence would
be symbolically significant: it
would be his first visit to India
since 2019 and a powerful
indication of how far
diplomatic contact has
recovered. Yet the useful
question is not whether
photographs of Modi and Xi
signal another reset. It is
whether the mechanisms
underneath those
photographs are becoming
stronger. Can patrol
encounters be prevented from
escalating? Can both militaries
communicate rapidly when
tensions arise? Can

agreements survive
deterioration in the wider
political relationship? Can
India engage economically
without allowing new strategic
dependencies to accumulate?
Those questions are less
dramatic than a summit. They
are also more consequential.

Between engagement and
deterrence - Much of the
debate over China in India still
tends towards two extremes.
One side sees every diplomatic
opening as an opportunity for
rapprochement. The other
sees engagement itself as
evidence that the lessons of
Galwan are being forgotten.
Neither captures the choices
available to a country that
shares a disputed border with
a much larger economy and
another nuclear power. India
can talk to China while
strengthening its military
posture along the LAC. It can
welcome Chinese investment
where it advances Indian
manufacturing while
restricting it in sensitive
sectors. It can cooperate with
Beijing inside BRICS while
building stronger security
relationships with Japan,
Australia, France and the
United States. It can seek
stability on the Himalayan
frontier while competing with
China for influence in the
Indian Ocean and India’s
neighbourhood.

There is no contradiction
here unless foreign policy is
understood as a choice
between friendship and
hostility. For India, China is
neither. It is a country with
which India will
simultaneously trade,
negotiate, compete and deter
for the foreseeable future.
The policy challenge is making
those four things coexist.

What India should not
restore - That leads to an
overlooked question in the
present thaw. Instead of
asking how much of the old
relationship India and China
can restore, India should ask
which parts of that
relationship are better left
behind. One is the assumption
that expanding trade will
necessarily moderate political
competition. Bilateral
commerce grew enormously
even as the strategic
relationship deteriorated.
Economic interdependence
can raise the cost of conflict;
it does not eliminate the
causes of conflict. Another is
excessive faith in summit
diplomacy. Leader-level
engagement is useful when it
strengthens institutions
beneath it. It becomes
dangerous when symbolism
itself is mistaken for stability.
A third is the tendency to
judge bilateral relations as
either improving or
deteriorating. The relationship
is now too complicated for
that. Trade may improve while
the boundary remains
unsettled. Border stability may
coexist with naval competition
in the Indian Ocean. India and
China may find common
ground on reforming
international institutions while
disagreeing sharply over
Pakistan. Investment may

reopen in one sector while
being restricted in anothr. The
ability to hold these apparently
contradictory positions at the
same time may be exactly
what a more mature China
policy requires.

Trust may no longer be the
goal - There is a larger lesson
here. Foreign policy
discussions often treat trust as
the desirable end state
between countries. But great

powers frequently maintain
consequential relationships
without trusting one another.
What matters is whether
competition is bounded by
credible rules, communication
and an understanding of the
costs of escalation. India and
China do not need to agree on
the future of Asia to prevent
soldiers from dying along the
LAC. They do not need
strategic convergence to
trade. And India does not need
to believe that Chinese
intentions have fundamentally
changed in order to conclude
that a stable border and
functioning diplomatic
relationship serve Indian
interests. This is why
describing the present
moment simply as a “reset”
misses what may be its most
important feature. The pre-
2020 relationship asked
whether India and China could

build enough cooperation to
gradually overcome their
distrust. The emerging
relationship asks almost the
opposite question: can they
build enough rules,
safeguards and habits of
communication for the
relationship to function
despite that distrust? If they
can, that would not make India
and China friends. It would not
settle the boundary, erase
their competition in South Asia
or remove China’s
relationship with Pakistan
from India’s security
calculations. It would do
something more modest. It
would make the relationship
harder to break. For India,
that may be a better objective
than another reset. Galwan
demonstrated the danger of a
China policy whose political
expectations ran ahead of
realities on the ground.
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BGauss unveils C12 MaxR
Ahmedabad, BGauss, the

design and engineering-led
electric mobility company,
today launched the C12 MaxR,
a new-generation electric
scooter engineered to bring
together performance,
durability, range, intelligent
utility and distinctive design for
the evolving Indian consumer.
At the heart of the C12 MaxR
is BGauss' WSA Platform, a
flexible vehicle architecture
engineered to support multiple
motor, battery and wheel
configurations. Built using
high-tensile micro-alloy steel
and manufactured through
robotic processes, the
platform is engineered for a
life of up to 150,000 km,
providing the foundation for a
scooter designed around
performance, durability and
long-term reliability. The C12
MaxR is powered by a 3.8 kWh
IP67-rated LFP battery, housed
in an aluminium enclosure

designed to support efficient
heat dissipation and thermal
management. Its smart Battery
Management System
incorporates 110 safety and
protection features,
continuously monitoring critical
battery parameters. (1-7)

IFFCO-TOKIO  Elevates Sanjeev
Chopra as Director - Operations

Ahmedabad, IFFCO-TOKIO
General Insurance Company
Limited (IFFCO-TOKIO GIC),
one of India's leading general
insurance companies, has
announced the elevation of Mr.
Sanjeev Chopra as Director -
Operations. In his new role,
he will focus on strengthening
operational efficiency,
governance frameworks and
organisational capabilities
while supporting IFFCO-
TOKIO's continued focus on
sustainable and customer-
centric growth. With over four
decades of experience in the
general insurance industry,
Mr. Chopra brings extensive
expertise across financial
strategy and planning,
underwriting, finance and
pricing, investments and
treasury management, tax
strategy, reinsurance,

governance, stakeholder
management and regulatory
compliance. His deep
understanding of the evolving
regulatory, financial and
operational landscape of the
industry has enabled him to
contribute significantly across
multiple facets of general
insurance. (1-7)

Kia India Opens Pre-Bookings for Carens CNG,
Carens Clavis CNG and Carnival Limousine Hybrid

Ahmedabad, Kia India, one
of the country's leading mass-
premium automakers,
announced the opening of pre-
bookings for its Carens CNG,
Carens Clavis CNG and
Carnival Limousine Hybrid
models, further expanding its
multi-powertrain portfolio and
offering customers greater
choice across its product
range. Recently showcased at
Kia Inspiration Day, the three
offerings reinforce Kia India's
commitment to responding to
evolving customer
preferences through a
diversified range of mobility
solutions. The introduction of
CNG options for the Carens

and Carens Clavis, alongside
a Hybrid powertrain for the
Carnival Limousine, will enable
customers to choose what
best suits their individual
mobility requirements. The
Carens and Carens Clavis
CNG, based on G1.5 6MT, will
feature a factory-fitted CNG kit
with a 60-litre tank capacity,
combining the practicality and
versatility of Kia's three-row
models with an additional
powertrain option. Both
Carens CNG and Carens Clavis
CNG variants also feature 16-
inch wheels and 16-inch disc
brakes, along with CNG-
specific engine calibration and
modified suspension. (1-7)

Prime Video Unveils the Trailer
of MX Original Waiting Hai

Ahmedabad, Every Indian
traveler knows the frustration
of watching a waitlisted
ticket refuse to move to
conf irm, but what i f
someone, somewhere, found
a hack for it - one that
eventual ly becomes a
nationwide scam? Prime
Video, India ’s largest
streaming service for
exclusive Originals, today
unveiled the trailer of its
upcoming MX Original
Waiting Hai, a quirky and
rooted scam dramedy that
takes one of the most
recognisable hassles of
everyday and turns it into a
high-stakes cat-and-mouse
game. Set in Patna, the series
brings together Divyenndu and
Bhuvan Arora in a face-off
where a clever hack threatens
to become much bigger than
anyone could have imagined. A
Jio Studios presentation and Jar
Pictures Production, the series
is directed by National Award-

winning filmmaker and Series
Director Sameer Vidwans, and
it also features Harshita Gaur,
Kumud Mishra, Vijay Maurya,
Srushti Tare and Sunita Rajwar
in pivotal roles. Produced by
Jyoti Deshpande and Ajay Rai,
Waiting Hai puts a distinctly desi
spin on the scam genre, finding
humor and heart in the world
of Railway ticket booking.

Virender Sehwag Makes His Streaming Debut as
Host of MX Original Rise on Prime Video

Ahmedabad, What goes
up must come down, but in
Rise and Fal l ,  the real
question is: who gets to
decide when? After keeping
audiences hooked with its
high-stakes power play in
Season 1, Prime Video,
today unveiled the first
glimpse of Rise and Fall
Season 2, with none other
than the Sultan of Multan,
Virender Sehwag taking over
reigns as the host. Known for
his fearless batting, sharp
wit,  and unmistakable
straight-talk ing style,
Sehwag makes his
streaming debut, bringing his
larger-than-life personality to
a game where fortunes can

turn faster than the
scorecard. The promo opens
with Virender Sehwag putting
his own playful spin on life’s
eternal ups and downs, before
stepping into the unpredictable
world of Rise and Fall Season
2, where the stakes are high,
and no position is ever
guaranteed. A man who has
always turned every ball into an
opportunity and never shied
away from a challenge,
Sehwag now finds himself in a
game where the rules are
entirely different. Set across the
contrasting worlds of the
penthouse and the basement,
the game brings together 15
celebrities divided into two
groups, the Rulers and the
Workers. While the Rulers enjoy
the privileges of the penthouse,
the Workers navigate the
realities of the basement, with
every decision, alliance, and
move able to change the course
of the game.

RealX and MST Blockchain
Launch ‘The Box’

Ahmedabad, RealX and
MST Blockchain, in partnership
with Liminal, today launched
‘The Box’, an indigenous
infrastructure stack designed
to enable the compliant
tokenization of Real-World
Assets (RWAs) in India, with
World Trade Centre Mumbai
as the ecosystem partner. The
launch marks the introduction
of RealX REDbox and
Whitebox, powered by MST
Blockchain, bringing together
the legal, marketplace and
blockchain infrastructure
required to build tokenized
asset platforms on Indian rails.
RealX’s REDbox is a Platform-
as-a-Service solution that
enables real estate
developers to launch tokenised

property offerings through
their own brands, websites
and customer channels.
Whitebox is an open-
architecture infrastructure layer
that allows startups, corporates
and asset businesses to build
their own branded RWA
tokenisation platforms. “We set
out to prove that real estate
could be owned digitally and
legally at the same time. Once
we had proved it on our own
marketplace, the next step was
obvious: make that
infrastructure available to
every developer and every
RWA platform that needs it.
That is what REDbox and
Whitebox represent,” said
Manish Kumar, Co-Founder &
CEO, RealX. (13-9)

Long-term growth continues to keep investors' sentiment
buoyant about India: PL Capital Private Wealth

Ahmedabad, According to
PL Capital Private Wealth,
Indian equity markets continue
to demonstrate resilience
despite intermittent bouts of
volatility, supported by healthy
corporate performance,
strong domestic
m a c r o e c o n o m i c
fundamentals, and the return
of foreign institutional investor
(FII) inflows. Commenting on
the market outlook, Inderbir
Singh Jolly, CEO, PL Capital
Private Wealth, said "The
Indian markets continue to
have good underlying
fundamentals, visibility on
earnings and strong economic
growth. Although one cannot
deny that there is going to be
volatility due to developments
at the international level, the
investment decision should not
be made based on volatility in
the market. PL Capital Private
Wealth notes that recent
macroeconomic indicators
continue to reinforce India's

long-term growth story. The
benchmark indices remain near
their all-time highs, with the
Sensex hovering around 78.1K
and the Nifty trading above
24.3K, as investors closely track
the Q1FY27 earnings season
and other key market
developments. On other hand,
retail inflation eased to 4.38%
in June, remaining well within
the Reserve Bank of India's
comfort band, while policy
stability has further
strengthened investor
confidence. (13-9)

Gold Will Never Lose the Sheen :
Emkay Wealth Management

Ahmedabad, According to
Emkay Wealth Management,
Gold and silver continue to retain
their long-term appeal despite
recent profit booking and short-
term volatility, supported by
strong fundamentals, central
bank demand and expectations
around global interest-rate
movements. As of July 31, 2026,
gold was trading around
US$4,328 per ounce, while silver
was at approximately US$62 per
ounce. Gold has found strong
support around the US$4,060
level, while silver has held the
US$58 level over the past four
to six weeks. Despite the recent
correction, the resilience in
precious metals indicates that
the broader uptrend remains
intact, with the current phase of
consolidation providing a
stronger base for the next leg
of the cycle. According to Mr.
Vivek Choksey, Zonal Head,
Emkay Wealth Management,
Ahmedabad, “The recent
correction in precious metals
needs to be viewed in the context

of the larger structural rally. Gold
and silver have continued to
demonstrate resilience despite
profit booking and uncertainty
around the interest-rate
trajectory. Gold, in particular,
continues to benefit from its role
as a strategic reserve asset,
while sustained central bank
accumulation provides an
important fundamental support.
With the rally having completed
only a part of its historical cyclical
journey, we believe the long-
term case for gold remains
constructive. Any sustained shift
towards a softer interest-rate
environment could further
strengthen the outlook for
precious metals.” (13-9)

Insects swarmed Rajkot's
folk fair on the fourth day
Today is the last day, Sunday, more than
10 lakh people visited the fair in four days

Rescue of 7-foot-
long python

from Tilak
Society, Veraval

Gir Somnath, A large
python entered Tilak Society in
Veraval city last night. Seeing
this, panic spread among the
locals and the forest
department was immediately
informed. As soon as the
information was received, the
rescue team of Veraval Forest
Department immediately
reached the spot. The forest
department employees
worked carefully and safely
rescued the approximately 7-
foot long female python. Locals
were relieved after the python
was rescued. After the rescue,
the forest department safely
took the wild animal to the Dari
reserve forest area and
released it.

Rajkot
September 6 is the fifth or

last day of the Bhatigal Lok
Mela held at the Race Course
Grounds in Rajkot. Yesterday,
Saturday, on the fourth day,
a large number of people
gathered in the afternoon, as
if a swarm of insects had
emerged. Over four days,
more than 10 lakh people

enjoyed the fun of Chakardi,
Fajatphalka, various rides and
food and drink, in which a
record-breaking 4.22 lakh
people gathered on
Janmashtami day and more
than 3 lakh people gathered
on the fourth day.

The total number of
visitors is estimated to cross
12 lakhs in 5 days, with
another 2 lakh people likely
to come as Sunday is the last
day of the fair, which runs
from the 6th to the 10th of
the month.

Ahmedabad Woman Uses GPS Tracker to
Catch Husband With Another Woman

Ahmedabad, A 40-year-
old woman from
Ahmedabad’s Khanpur area
allegedly used a GPS tracker
fitted to her husband’s
motorcycle to investigate her
suspicions about his alleged
relationships with other
women. Her suspicions were
reportedly confirmed when
the tracker led her to a hotel
on Airport Road, where she
allegedly found her husband
with another woman.
According to the complaint
filed at the West Women
Police Station, the husband
allegedly pushed his wife to
the ground when she
confronted him outside the
hotel and then helped the
other woman leave the spot
in an autorickshaw. Police

have registered a case and
started an investigation.

The woman alleged that
she had faced physical and
mental harassment from her
husband, Sohel Pathan, over
dowry-related issues since
their marriage in 2012.
According to the complaint,
her father had allegedly given
?2.70 lakh in cash and 7.5 tolas
of gold towards the purchase
of a flat in Khanpur. The
woman later became
suspicious that her husband
was maintaining relationships
with other women. She
subsequently fitted a GPS
tracker to his motorcycle to
monitor its location.

On May 31, the woman
allegedly noticed that her
husband had switched off the

CCTV cameras at his shop as
well as his mobile phone.
When the phone was switched
on later in the afternoon, the
GPS tracker showed the
motorcycle’s location at a
hotel on Airport Road. The
woman immediately travelled
to the location with her three
children.

The woman allegedly
found her husband outside the
hotel with an unidentified
woman on his motorcycle.
When she confronted him and
asked about the woman, he
allegedly first claimed that she
was his “second wife”. He
later allegedly told her that he
planned to marry the woman
soon. When the wife objected,
the husband allegedly pushed
her to the ground and, amid

heavy traffic, helped the other
woman leave the area in an
autorickshaw. The woman
subsequently called 112,
following which police
reached the spot.

The complaint also
mentions two ear l ier
occasions when the GPS
tracker allegedly showed the
husband’s motorcycle at a
hotel in Gandhigram — on
March 1 and April 4, 2025.
On those occasions, the
woman reportedly went to
the hotel with a relative and
found her husband’s
motorcycle parked there.
However, the hotel manager
allegedly refused to provide
CCTV footage, while the
husband reportedly left the
premises in a hurry.



Surat
A shocking revelation has

been made two years after the
death of a 13-year-old girl due
to illness in June 2024 in the
Athwalines police station area
of ??Surat. The forensic PM
report revealed that the girl
was raped before her death.
When the police investigated
further based on the evidence,
it was revealed that the
stepfather of the deceased
had committed this crime and
he was arrested.

What happened 2 years
ago?

On June 8, 2024, the
brother of the deceased
Sagira had informed the
Athwalines police of Surat that
his sister had suddenly started
vomiting and foaming at the
mouth. She was shifted to the
hospital in 108 and the doctors
declared her dead. At that
time, an accidental death was
registered and a postmortem
was done in the new civil
hospital and to know the exact
cause of death, the viscera
and other samples of the
deceased were taken and sent
to the FSL.

Two years after the rape
case was reported in the
forensic PM report

, the final 'cause of death'
certificate was handed over to
the police by the forensic
department of Surat's new
civil hospital. Even the police
officers were shocked to see
the report. The report clearly
stated that the girl died of lung
disease, but at the same time,
there were signs of minor
injuries on her body and
forcible physical abuse and
remains of semen were found
in her private parts. After it
was proved that the heinous
act was committed on the

Revealed that the stepfather
raped the minor before she died

Congress MLA Khedawala sat down
during Vande Mataram in the assembly
He said he sat down during the new preamble song, no need for a
certificate of patriotism, Minister Praveen Mali said he should apologize

Singer Kinjal Rabari appeared in HC
with her husband via video conference  New twist in the case of a natural death that occurred

2 years ago in Surat, DNA report exposes the accused
helpless minor who was
suffering from the disease
shortly before her death, the
police registered a case of
POCSO and rape against an
unknown person.

After the rape was proven,
the police reached the accused
in this way.

During the investigation,
the brother of the deceased,
who had filed the original
complaint, had gone to Nepal
and became uncontactable.
The Athwalines police visited
the girl's school, the shops in
Chota Bazaar where she
worked, and all the houses the
family had moved to since
2024. During the interrogation
of the witnesses around, it
was revealed that the minor's
45-year-old stepfather used
to beat her frequently and
there were daily fights due to
drug addiction in the family.
Based on this suspicion, the
police detained the stepfather
and took his DNA sample. The
police arrested the stepfather
after the DNA of the sample
found in the girl's private part
was a 100 percent match with
the sample found in the girl's
private part during the FSL
examination.

Suspicion was on a family
member: DCP

Surat City DCP Nidhi
Thakur said, "On June 8,
2024, an accidental death was
registered in the Athwalines
Police Station area, in which
the death of a 13-year-old girl
was found due to lung disease
in the postmortem. The report
of this postmortem came to
the Athwalines Police Station
two years later and in this
report, apart from the cause
of death, the presence of
semen in the private parts also
came to light."

Ahmedabad
Singer Kinjal Rabari was

kidnapped from Chandkheda,
Ahmedabad on September 6.
After the complaint of her
husband Mukesh Desai, a
video of Kinjal surfaced. In
which Kinjal said that she had
gone voluntarily and denied
the kidnapping. After that, an
application was also made to
the Police Commissioner.
Amidst all this, Kinjal Rabari
appeared in the High Court
today with her husband Ashok
Chaudhary through video
conference. In which she said
that there was no kidnapping.
She wants to stay with Ashok
Chaudhary of her own free
will. In this matter, the High
Court has stayed the
kidnapping complaint and
asked the Police
Commissioner to instruct the
government lawyer to protect

her life.
'Kinjal wants to live with

husband Ashok Chaudhary'
Singer Kinjal Rabari was

asked by the court whether
she is living of her own free
will? To which Kinjal said yes,
I am living of my own free will.
The court asked if anyone has
kidnapped you, to which Kinjal
replied no, no one has
kidnapped you. According to
her lawyer, Kinjal is 24 years
old and wants to live with her
husband Ashok Chaudhary.

Kinjal has said that a
habeas corpus petition was
filed for her earlier as well, but
due to family pressure, she
refused to go with her
husband Ashok Chaudhary
and stayed with the family .

The stay court against the
kidnapping complaint

has said that since there
is a threat to the lives of both

Gandhinagar
The three-day monsoon

session of the Gujarat
Legislative Assembly has
begun. For years, there has
been a tradition of singing
Vande Mataram in the House,
but today, as soon as Vande
Mataram started, a
controversy has arisen. When
Vande Mataram was sung at

the beginning of the session,
Congress MLA Imran
Khedawala sat down during
the song. Imran Khedawala
said, "I was standing when the
preamble decided by leaders
including Mahatma Gandhi,
Sardar Patel and others was
sung in 1937. But when the
added preamble was sung, I
sat down. BJP cannot force me

and I do not need to take a
certificate of patriotism from
anyone. I do not need to show
patriotism to anyone."

'BJP leaders are not
greater than Sardar, Gandhiji
or Babasaheb'

Khedawala further says,
"The government and BJP are
targeting me because they do
not have an issue.

the petitioners, the
government prosecutor should
instruct the police
commissioner to protect their
lives. The High Court has
stayed further action on the
FIR registered at Chandkheda
police station. The court has
given formal notice to the
complainant and the police.
Further action in this matter
will be taken in the near
future. Kinjal was seen getting
into the car by herself.

On September 6, Mukesh
Desai called Ahmedabad
Police and informed that Kinjal
Rabari was kidnapped in
Chandkheda, Ahmedabad,
and that unknown persons had
kidnapped her and taken her
away in a car. The police
reached the spot and while
examining the CCTV, Kinjal
was seen sitting in the car by
herself.

Vadodara
Vishwa Hiteshbhai

Vadoya of Junagadh got
emotional on seeing PM
Narendra Modi in Vadodara
yesterday (September 8).
The video of which went viral
on social media. Seeing the
Prime Minister c losely,
Vishwa had tears in her eyes
and she said, I come from a
small village in Maliya Hati
taluka of Junagadh. Modiji,
you are my father's God and
it was my dream to see you
in person which has come
true.

National Gold Medalist
Vishwa said, "Girls were not
allowed to participate in
sports in my village. But my
father enrolled me in the Khel
Mahakumbh, which proved to
be important for my career.
After that, I participated in
state, nat ional and
international FIDE rating
tournaments and today I
have made a career as a
coach (chess trainer) of
Sports Authority of Gujarat
(SAG).

'I got a job through the
Khel Mahakumbh'

For 23-year-old Vishwa,
who hai ls from a small
village in Junagadh, the
moment of seeing the Prime
Minister so closely was
memorable. Vishwa's father
Hitesh Wadoya has been a
constant supporter of her in
her career. Vishwa said, the
Khel Mahakumbh started by
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi brought an important
turning point in my career.
Due to this initiative, I got a
job and got an opportunity to
move forward in the field of
sports.

'Seeing him face to face
made me feel as happy as if

'Modiji, you are my father's God'

Rajkot
The Municipal Corporation

has taken major action in the
matter of negligence in the
work of the under-
construction bridge on the
new ring road of Rajkot city.
Two engineers have been
suspended. While the Deputy
Commissioner and the City
Engineer have been issued
show-cause notices by the
Municipal Commissioner.
Deputy Engineer V. C. Kariya
and Assistant Engineer Vishal
Vagdia have been suspended.
Apart from this, show-cause
notices have also been issued
to Deputy Commissioner
Chetan Nandani and City
Engineer Kuntesh Mehta.

Action taken on defects in
bridge work

Three separate small
bridges are being constructed
near Kataria Chowkdi on the
New Ring Road at an estimated
cost of Rs 40 crore. Action has
been taken on negligence in
the work, defects in the bridge
work and other issues. As
serious negligence was
exposed, Municipal
Commissioner Tushar
Sumera has ordered strict
action. There was improper
alignment, poor quality and
huge delay in the work. A
notice has also been issued to
Backbone Construction
Company.

Rajkot Municipal
Commissioner Tushar
Sumera visited the site of the
three under-construction
bridges

being constructed by the
Municipal Corporation on the
150-foot Ring Road. The
Commissioner conducted a
very detailed and thorough
review of the progress of the
bridge work, quality of

Two engineers suspended, notices issued to
the Deputy Commissioner and City Engineer

Kariya and Assistant Engineer
Vishal M. Vagdiya of Ward No.
9 from duty. Both the
engineers were entrusted with
the responsibil ity of
supervising, monitoring and
supervising the widening work
of the three bridges. But the
lack of workmanship, serious
negligence, laxity and
carelessness in their work
have been clearly proven,
hence the suspension order
has been issued.

Apart from this, show
cause notices have also been
issued to Deputy Municipal
Commissioner of West Zone
Chetan Nandani and City
Engineer Kuntesh Mehta for
negligence in the supervision
and administrative monitoring
of the project.

'No compromise will be
made in the quality of works'

Municipal Commissioner
Tushar Sumera said that no
compromise will be made in
the quality of public projects
and infrastructure works of the
city prepared with public
money. To ensure that each
project is completed within
the stipulated time frame and
with proper quality, every
project will be closely
monitored under the direct
supervision of the Municipal
Commissioner in the coming
time.

Action taken in case of negligence in the work
of a bridge under construction in Rajkot Junagadh gold medalist Vishwa's eyes welled

up after seeing the PM up close in Vadodara
I had actually seen God'

Vishwa told Bhaskar that
just like every person has a
role model in their life, my
daddy's role model is Modi
sir and he considers him
equal to God. Our entire
family is very grateful to him
for being able to reach this
place today through the Khel
Mahakumbh. I cannot
express in words what Modi
sir has done for our family;
seeing him in person made
me feel as happy as if I had
seen God.

I am an international
player and have also won a
gold medal at the national
level. Whatever I am today
in life and whatever success
I have achieved, it is because
of the 'Khel Mahakumbh'
scheme. If  the Khel
Mahakumbh had not started
in Gujarat, then my journey
in sports would never have
been possible.

My dad's contribution as
a coach in this journey is very
important,

Vishwa told Bhaskar, "I
started my journey from a
great platform through 'Khel
Mahakumbh' and crossed
the village, taluka and district
levels and reached the state
level. There, I won a silver
medal at the state level in the
under-11 category. After
that, I got a lot of support
from the government. I got
trained by an international
coach, due to which I was
able to move forward. I won
a gold medal in the national
competition held in Andhra
Pradesh in 2018-19. My
dad's contribution as a coach
in this journey has been very
important, because at a
young age, children do not
understand anything about

chess, but he gave me the
right understanding of how
to play, how to make moves
and took me forward. Today,
chess has become my life
and successful career
because of my dad.

'When Vishwa was two
and a half years old, she
learned to arrange her
pieces like chess toys. (Video
given to Bhaskar by her
father)

'When Vishwa was two
and a half years old, she
learned to arrange her
pieces like chess toys. (Video
given to Bhaskar by her
father)

Support your daughters
and send them out to move
forward in life.

From a women's
perspective, I would like to
say that not only housework
is important for girls, but
they can also go out of the
house and participate in
sports and make a great
career. Right now, I am
training more than 40
students, who are also
progressing as good players.
I especially request the
parents of those villages
where girls are not allowed
to play or move forward, to
support your daughters and
send them out to move
forward in life. Today, many
new opportunities are available
and just as my parents
supported me, you too should
encourage your children, the
government is also with us.

Vishwa's father Hiteshbhai
Vadoya told Bhaskar,

When my daughter cried
seeing the Prime Minister, she
fulfilled my dream. My baby
facilitated me, for that I will
thank her. She conveyed my
message to Modi Sahib.

construction, manpower
available on site, site
monitoring and the timeline
for completion of the project.

A clear lack of
workmanship was observed
during the inspection.

During the inspection of the
widening work of these three
bridges (BR-2, BR-3 and BR-
4), a clear lack of
workmanship was observed at
the initial stage. Taking the
poor quality of work and the
defects seen on site seriously,
the Municipal Commissioner
ordered the Project
Management Unit to conduct
a technical survey of the entire
work and submit a detailed
report with immediate effect.

The PMU had conducted a
survey of these three bridge
projects. The survey report
had exposed serious errors,
shortcomings and technical
defects during the work. The
report clearly revealed that the
set standards were not
maintained in these works and
serious negligence and laxity
had been shown in the
execution of the project.

Based on the survey
report, the Municipal
Commissioner took
immediate strict

action and ordered the
suspension of Deputy
Executive Engineer Vijay C.

Ahmedabad Civic Body Plans Zone-Wise Dog
Sterilisation to Control Stray Dog Population

Ahmedabad, The
Ahmedabad Municipal
Corporation (AMC) has
started a zone-wise plan to
control the growing number of
stray dogs in the city. The civic
body told the court that 5,470
stray dogs have been caught
and sterilised since April at its
main centres in Behrampura
and Danilimda. During the
hearing of a suo motu case on
stray dog control, the Chief
Justice questioned the civic
body’s progress. The court
observed that although AMC
was presenting data about
sterilisation, the number of
stray dogs seen on city roads
still appeared to be high.

Court Suggests Zone-Wise
Dog Census and Microchipping
- The AMC said it has started
a pilot project and a dog
census is also underway. The
court suggested that the civic
body should first count the
dogs in each zone and then
carry out sterilisation and
microchipping in a systematic
manner. This would help AMC
track the work and complete
it faster. The court also

suggested involving local
people who have experience
with stray dogs in the
sterilisation programme. If
animal lovers raise objections,
they should be informed about
the Supreme Court’s
directions on stray dog
management. AMC Plans
Awareness Drive and Rabies
Vaccination - AMC said it plans
to visit schools and create
awareness among students
about not feeding stray dogs
on roads. The civic body also
plans to identify places in
different wards and societies
where people regularly feed
stray dogs. Dogs at such
locations will be vaccinated,
microchipped and sterilised.

The court stressed that
rabies vaccination should be
given priority. It said that once
the project is successfully
completed in one area of
Ahmedabad, it should be
expanded to other zones. AMC
said the entire process may
take years, but no area should
be left out if the city wants to
reduce the stray dog
population.

Talati And Two Others Held For Accepting 8,000 Bribe In Talala
The Gujarat Anti-Corruption Bureau (ACB) has detained a

Talati-cum-Mantri and two private individuals for allegedly
accepting an ?8,000 bribe in Talala town of Gir Somnath district.
The trap was conducted on September 11 at a shop in Madhav
Complex after a complaint was filed over an alleged demand
for money in connection with official documents.

The accused have been identified as Dhavalkumar
Tabhabhai Chavda, Talati-cum-Mantri of Surva village who also
holds additional charge of Galiyavad village, and private
individuals Dilip Hardasbhai Ram and Kapil Rameshbhai Ram.
According to the complaint, the complainant required Village
Form No. 2 and tax receipts for a bank loan-related process.
When he approached Chavda, the Talati-cum-Mantri allegedly
demanded ?30,000 in exchange for the documents.
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