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Balochistan, PoK and now Sindh: Pakistan
cracks as Army falls back on Allah and America

After protests in Pakistan-
occupied Kashmir (PoK), and
amid renewed insurgencies in
Balochistan and Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa (KP), Sindh, too,
appears to be becoming
increasingly restive. According
to an exclusive News18
report, political groups in
Sindh “have taken to the
streets against proposals for
new provinces and projects
they say threaten the region’s
land, water and resources”.

Historically, Sindh rising in
protest against the Pakistani
state brings the story of
Pakistan’s internal
contradictions almost full
circle. Sindh, after all, was the
only province to formally
endorse the demand for
Pakistan through its legislature
in the early 1940s, at a time
when powerful political forces
in Punjab and the North-West
Frontier Province (NWFP)
remained opposed to the
Muslim League. More
strikingly, some of the f orces
that once pushed Sindh
towards the idea of Pakistan
— questions of water and
provincial autonomy — are
today fuelling discontent with
the Pakistani state.

As author Khaled Ahmed
writes in Sleepwalking to
Surrender: Dealing with
Terrorism in Pakistan,
“Pakistan’s lower-riparian
concerns about India stealing
its waters are similar to
Sindh’s fears about the
Punjab. This latter discord is
back in the news as the Sukkur
Barrage, the oldest and most
historically significant of
Pakistan’s ten barrages, silts
up. Commissioned in 1932, the
Sukkur Barrage gave birth to
Sindhi nationalism, which split
the province’s Muslim and
Hindu populations, and,
ultimately, made the creation
of Pakistan possible.”

Sindh became an
autonomous province in 1936,
following the Government of

India Act of 1935. This
strengthened the tendency
among sections of Sindhi
Muslim politics to support the
Muslim League’s demand for
a separate Muslim homeland.
In this polit ical
transformation, the Sukkur
Barrage played an important
role.

Its significance was
attested to by former Pakistani
Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto
in her book Reconciliation:
Islam, Democracy and the
West. Recall ing her
grandfather’s campaign for
Sindh’s separation from the
Bombay Presidency, Bhutto
wrote: “The British ended
Muslim Sindh’s separate
identity by integrating it into
Hindu-majority Bombay. My
grandfather… had long
struggled for the separation of
Sindh from Bombay. The
Brit ish said that the
waterlogged, saline Sindh
lacked sufficient revenues to
be independently governed as
a separate administration. My
grandfather then initiated the
Sukkur Barrage project to turn
the arid lands of upper Sindh
fertile. With the completion of
the Sukkur Barrage, Sindh
gained sufficient revenues for
my grandfather to argue that
Muslim Sindh be separated
from Hindu India. He was
successful, and Sindh once
again emerged as a separate
entity under British rule.”

Today, the old pol itical
anxiety about domination from
outside Sindh has taken a
different form: the fear of
Punjab’s dominance within
Pakistan. And this has been a
recurring feature of Pakistan’s
history. East Bengal, later East
Pakistan, had itself been at the
forefront of the Pakistan
movement. Huseyn Shaheed
Suhrawardy, one of Bengal’s
most influential Muslim League
leaders and a central figure
behind the Great Calcutta
Killings of 1946, was also a

Munir gave voice to it openly
in April 2025, and more
pronouncedly thereafter, by
vouching for the idea that
Muslims and Hindus are
fundamentally distinct nations
that cannot coexist as one.

That brings us to the third
A. With Donald Trump’s
return to the White House in
January 2025, Washington
and Islamabad have again
found areas of strategic
convergence, contributing to
Pakistan’s renewed
international visibility and to
the growing diplomatic profile
of General Munir. But
Pakistan’s history suggests
that dependence on American
strategic patronage can be
slippery. Washington’s
interest in Islamabad has
repeatedly expanded and
contracted according to
immediate geopolit ical
requirements. There is also a
deeper irony in the US-
Pakistan relationship:
Washington has repeatedly
attempted to use Pakistan for
strategic ends while
discovering that Pakistan’s
security establishment has its
own objectives. The aftermath
of September 11, 2001, offers
one of the starkest examples.
Pakistan’s then ISI chief,
Lieutenant General Mahmood
Ahmed, happened to be in
Washington when 9/11
happened. The George W.
Bush administration
subsequently demanded that
General Pervez Musharraf
pressure Taliban leader Mullah
Omar to surrender Osama bin
Laden or face the
consequences of an American
intervention in Afghanistan.
General Mahmood was
dispatched to Kandahar,
accompanied by Pakistani
clerics, ostensibly to persuade
the Taliban leadership.

But Kathy Gannon, then an
Associated Press
correspondent in Pakistan,
offers a fascinating account in

political mentor to Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman, who would
eventually lead the struggle
that produced Bangladesh. A
region crucial to the creation
of Pakistan thus became the
region that broke away from
it in 1971.

PoK has likewise witnessed
serious protests against
Islamabad. Balochistan has
faced a decades-long
separatist insurgency, while
KP has repeatedly been
convulsed by militancy.

Pakistan emerged out of a
“fear of the future” and “pride
in the past”. Both were closely
connected to the construction
of an Islamic political identity
and to apprehensions about
Muslim political status in
“Hindu I ndia”. The problem
was that religion alone could
not permanently resolve
Pakistan’s linguistic, ethnic,
provincial and economic
differences. These
contradictions have followed
the country throughout its
history.

The Pakistan project itself
contained striking paradoxes.
It was created in the name of
Islam under Mohammed Ali
Jinnah, who “drank alcohol,
went to the races for
pleasure, never fasted during
Ramadan, and could not recite
a single ayat of the Quran”, as
MJ Akbar writes in Tinderbox:
The Past and Future of
Pakistan. It joined the Western
bloc very early in its
nationhood journey, whi le

forever remaining a self-
proclaimed citadel of Islam. It
fought the war against
terrorism alongside the US-led
alliance while simultaneously
fathering the Taliban and other
terrorist outfits.

These contradictions help
explain the durability of the
famous shorthand for
Pakistani power: the 3As —
Allah, Army and America.
Religion can be a formidable
force for political mobilisation
and national identity, but ther e
are limits to its ability to
override competing linguistic,
ethnic, economic and regional
identities indefinitely. The
creation of Bangladesh in 1971
demonstrated this
dramatically. The second A —
Army — has traditionally been
Pakistan’s most powerful
institution. Its capture of the
state apparatus could be
gauged from the fact that
while other countries have
armies, in Pakistan the Army
has a country. I n recent years,
the military’s prestige and
political legitimacy have come
under intense scrutiny,
especially after the Imran
Khan “rebellion”, which has
brought forth hostility towards
the military establishment
even within Punjab,
traditionally the Army’s
principal polit ical and
recruitment base. Given the
siege within Pakistan, it is not
surprising that it is witnessing
a renewed sense of Islamic
identity — Field Marshal Asim

‘I’ Is for Infidel: From Holy War
to Holy Terror. She describes
Mahmood as deeply
sympathetic to Islamist
militants and notes the
extraordinary contradiction
inherent in sending him “to
negotiate with Mullah Omar”.
Gannon writes, “General
Ahmad… took the slow-talking
leader aside and urged him to
resist the United States. He
told Mullah Omar not to give
up bin Laden. General Ahmad
travelled several times to
Kandahar, and on each visit he
gave Mullah Omar information
about the likely next move by
the United States.”

That episode encapsulates
one of the enduring
peculiarit ies of the US-
Pakistan relationship.
Washington has repeatedly
needed Pakistan, and Pakistan
has repeatedly exploited that
need while pursuing policies
that did not necessarily align
with American objectives. The
renewed US-Pakistan
engagement therefore gives
Islamabad breathing space at
a moment when the other two
pillars of the traditional 3As
are under strain. American
patronage, however, has
historically been
transactional. Should
Washington’s strategic
calculations change again,
Islamabad could find itself in
an unprecedented situation —
as dangerous as, if not more
dangerous than, the one it
faced in 1971. Sindh played an
important role in the making
of Pakistan. Today, with the
province rising in protest, the
unmaking of the Pakistan
project may seem very much
real. The “Jelly State” (a term
used by MJ Akbar) of Pakistan
is surely overstretched. And if
it doesn’t take the necessary
corrective measures, it might
implode. This time into more
than two segments. And not
many people would mourn its
demise.

The rise of AfD in Germany and the unravelling of Europe's liberal order
The result of a provincial

election has triggered an
apocalyptic reaction among the
mainstream political parties in
Germany and pearl clutching
across the liberal establishment
in Europe. The Alternative for
Germany (AfD), a nationalist
party that Germany’s domestic
spy agency classified as a ‘right-
wing extremist’ outfi t last year,
has surged to first place during
polls in the eastern state of
Saxony-Anhalt, winning 39
seats of the 83-member state
parliament (or 44 per cent of
the vote), falling three seats
short of an absolute majori ty.

Headless chickens look
more composed in comparison.
In Berlin, the political class has
greeted the democratic choice
of the electorate as a cosmic
malfunction. German chancellor
Friedrich Merz said the AfD’s
victory has shaken his
conservative Christian
Democratic Union (CDU) “to its
very foundations” and would
have “consequences” reaching
well beyond the region. “It is an
election result we cannot simply
move past as if nothing
happened,” he said Monday. “It
is the most severe election
defeat the CDU has suffered in
years, indeed in decades.”

The Brandmauer — a
political firewall whereby
German outfits of all stripes
coalesce to prevent ‘ultra-
nationalist’ AfD from joining
ruling coalitions — has given
rise to strange bedfellows and
a game of musical chairs. While
mainstream parties contorted
themselves into an alphabet
soup of ideologically
incompatible coalitions just to
erect a moral barricade against
a popular choice, German
voters interpreted it as a
cancellation of their mandate.
Apparently, scolding disgruntled
voters didn’t work. Now,
confronted with the revelation
that treating the voting public
like disobedient children didn’t
win them over, Merz’s CDU or
coalition partner Social
Democrats (SPD) are sounding
bewildered.

It mirrors the hysteria
across the rest of the continent.

From Brussels to Paris, liberal
editorialists and eurocrats are
hyperventilating, issuing hand-
wringing declarations about the
imminent collapse of Western
civilisation. Amid all the finger-
wagging and moral panic,
Europe’s centrist elites cannot
seem to figure out the root
causes of voter dissatisfaction.
The entire old continent is
suffering from the same
affliction that Germany is
showing the latest symptoms
of. Europe’s ‘cordon sanitaire’,
its own version of the hard-right
firewall, is cracking under
pressure as the ‘nationalists’ are
emerging as a dominant force
and reshaping the continent’s
political landscape — both
within the European Union and
at the national level. They are
rapidly transitioning from fringe
opposition to executive power.

In the European Parliament,
three hard-right factions
collectively command 196
seats, forming the second-
largest bloc. Right-wing outfits
are leading ruling coalitions in
Italy and the Czech Republic,
and serving as junior partners
in governments across Finland,
Croatia, Slovakia, and Sweden.
Their influence pervades even
where they do not govern
directly, as evidenced by the
Freedom Party’s first-place
finish in Austria, Geert Wilders’s
strong showing in the
Netherlands, and Marine Le
Pen’s enduring dominance in
France. Italian prime minister
Giorgia Meloni has further
reinforced this shift. Given
Germany’s Nazi past, for purely
historical reasons the rise of AfD
has created the greatest churn.
The party has been accused of
xenophobia, ethnonationalism
and antisemitism in its
ideological framework and
political culture. The AfD, which
has evolved from a Eurosceptic
outfit to Germany’s biggest
opposition force, has positioned
itself against what it frames as
an elite, out-of-touch, and
increasingly ‘woke’ mainstream
establishment. Young men are
routinely cited as a
demographic that feels
alienated or censored by

combustion engines, and
nuclear energy. I n short, AfD’s
Germany would reject
multiculturalism and permissive
borders in favour of a culturally
homogeneous, isolationist state
with strong ties to Moscow. If
the AfD is within striking distance
of power, it must be admitted
that the German populace — a
large majority of them anyway
— has bought into its core
narrative, that the establishment
is an indistinguishable, elite
uniparty conspiring against the
will of the people.  This brings

progressive identity politics,
making them receptive to the
AfD’s countercultural, anti-
establishment messaging,
which the party amplifies
through social media platforms
like TikTok. Instead of throwing
labels, however, it might be
worth exploring the
fundamentals behind AfD’s
meteoric rise despite its
problematic ‘vision’ for
Germany. It is m y contention
that the rise of the hard right
across Europe — from Britain’s
Reform UK to France’s National
Rally — and also the United
States led by the redoubtable
Donald Trump of the MAGA cult,
represents the formal death of
liberal democracy – the
dominant ideological framework
since the Second World War.
Before I expand on my
argument, let me run you
through AfD’s ‘vision’ for
Germany that may represent a
thematic pattern in voter
behaviour. The AfD envisions a
radical restructuring of the
German state, pivoting away
from the country’s post-war
liberal consensus towards
right-wing populism and cultural
homogeneity. At the core of the
AfD’s plan is a drastic overhaul
of immigration, asylum, and
integration policies. The party
calls for “r emigration”, an
ambiguous term that hints at
Trump-style mass deportation
of undocumented immigrants,
asylum seekers and non-
citizens, alongside the abolition
of the constitutional right to
asylum. The party has
proposed radically altering the
German education system by
introducing segregated classes
for refugee children who would

be removed from mainstream
German schools. The
curriculum will have “less of
Nazi past and more on the
periods of German history
before World War One and Two
to insti ll national pride.” I n
foreign policy, a cornerstone of
the AfD’s policy involves a
dramatic pivot away from the
NATO consensus, seeking
instead to hew Germany much
closer to Russia. The AfD
envisions a strategic
partnership, demanding the
resumption of cheap Russian
energy imports which they
argue is vital for the survival of
German industry. This pro-
Russian alignment is advocated
with Euroscepticism and a
referendum on Germany’s exit
(Dexit). Culturally, the AfD
champions a ‘Germany First’
doctrine centred on a dominant
traditional German culture. In its
manifesto, the party has
rejected multiculturalism and
maintained that “Islam does not
belong to Germany.” The AfD
opposes progressive social
movements, seeking to purge
‘gender ideology’ and diversity
initiatives from public life. To
address demographic decline,
they propose offering financial
incentives to native German
families to have more children
rather than relying on
immigration. Finally, i ts
economic policies favour a free
market with reduced
bureaucracy but heavily
curtailed social welfare benefits
for non-citizens. The party
dismisses consensus on climate
change and strongly opposes
Germany’s green energy
transition, advocating for the
continued use of coal,

me to the fundamental problem
with liberal democracies such as
post-Cold War United States or
Europe that are underpinned by
liberal hegemony – the
ideological framework
championed by the US that
emerged as a superpower in the
aftermath of the Second World
War.

The West is exporting its
problems — again

Western countries have a
bad habit of burdening
developing countries with
undesirable consequences of
their economic and
environmental policies. At first,
they sent their toxic waste to
some developing countries, a
process that still continues.
Thereafter, they mo ved
polluting industries to them,
even as they lost part of their
own manufacturing base.
Now, Western countries, led
by the United States, have
reached a third stage —
sending illegal immigrants or
asylum seekers, not to their
home countries but to third
countries. Most international
conventions, promoted by
Western countries, require
that illegal immigrants are
sent back to their home
countries provided their safety
would not be endangered
there. But they ignore these
norms themselves. Ironically,
they are always in the
forefront of accusing the
Global South and some other
states of flouting human
rights. Meanwhile, the US
arrogates to itself the right to
issue reports on the human
rights situations of other
countries, including on
freedom of religion,
expression and the treatment
of minorities.

This third stage, led by the
United States under President
Donald Trump, came into focus
again recently. This was
because of the harrowing
accounts in sections of the
Western media that around
1,200 mainly South American
immigrants to the US had
been deported to two African
states — Liberia and
Equatorial Guinea.
Significant ly, European
countries are attempting to
follow Trump’s example.
These processes, taken
together, show that these
advanced countries still retain
colonial approaches and mind-
sets. The US took pride in
being a country which opened
its doors to the persecuted. A
plaque next to the Statue of
Liberty contains lines of the
poet Emma Lazarus that was
once taught to every American
child: ‘Give me your tired,
your poor/ Your huddled
masses yearning to breathe
free …I lift my lamp beside
the golden door ’. This
message of hope was really
directed to Europe, for it was
not until 1965 that the US
effectively opened doors to
immigrants from other parts
of the world. It was also
generous in giving asylum to
those who entered illegally.

Under the Trump
administration those days
have become a distant,
demeaning past. The dispatch
of illegal immigrants to third
countries sometimes bypass
court orders which have
resisted the return of asylum
seekers to their home
countries where they are likely
to be harmed demonstrates
these attitudes. Some human
rights groups estimate that
there are by now 35 countries
that have signed confidential
agreements with the US to
accept those who have
reached it i l legally. The
overwhelming majority of
these countries are
impoverished and have
difficulties in resisting US
pressures or threats that can
include the imposition of
tariffs. There is little doubt that
they are also financially
rewarded in one way or
another. The third country
deals are of different kinds.
Some allow the deportees to
apply for asylum in these
countries while others allow
them to remain in special
facilities for specific periods of
time. After that, they face an
uncertain future. The countries
with which the US has these

confidential agreements have
increased exponentially during
Trump’s second term. From 3
in his first term, they have now
gone up to 35. They include 13
in Africa, including some such
as the Central African Republic
and South Sudan, which are
witnessing ongoing civil strife.
15 South American and
Caribbean states have also
entered into such agreements.
Interestingly, there are reports
that a few European countries
are also receiving these
deportees from the US. While
some sections of the US media
and US human rights NGOs
have critically reported on these
third country deportations, the
State Department has
supported them as lawful. This
is not surprising, for it can
hardly do otherwise because
one of Trump’s major electoral
planks was removing illegal
immigrants in one way or
another from the US. It is for
the American judicial system to
decide on the legality of Trump
administration’s policies, but
they certainly erode the US's
self-projection as a humane
society.

 The US example on third
country deportations has now
‘inspired’ European countries to
follow suit. The European
Parliament agreed in June this
year that illegal immigrants in
EU countries could be sent to
‘hubs’ in third countries to be
held in detention there. Five EU
countries—Germany, Austria,
the Netherlands, Denmark and
Greece—entered into an
agreement on September 4 to
establish detention hubs for
illegal migrants in third
countries. It has been reported
that they have begun
negotiations with Rwanda on
setting up ‘detention hubs’. As
is usual with European
countries, they are trying to
project that they will respect
human rights and international
conventions but basically, they
are going the US way. These
countries are also projecting
that their decision will be a
disincentive against human
trafficking. An end to this
terrible criminal business, like
an end to narcotics and the
illegal arms trade, lies in
improving the lives of the
peoples of the Global South
through a cooperative
partnership between the
advanced countries and the
Global South. This will involve
a huge transfer of resources
and technologies from the
advanced world to the Global
South. This is something the
advanced world has never been
willing to do. Indeed, they have
never, as a group, redeemed
the pledge they made to
transfer 0.7% of their GDP to
developing countries. This
pledge was made as far back
as 1970 in the UNGA.

Significantly, Britain had an
agreement with Rwanda in
2022 to set up a ‘detention
centre’. This became a hot and
divisive political issue. It
reached the courts, and the
Supreme Court ruled in 2023
that Rwanda was not a safe
country to send asylum
seekers to detention centres
there. It did not, howev er, find
that sending ‘illegal’ migrants
in Britain to third country
detention centres was
inherently illegal! Basically, the
EU is now going along with this
principle. What is being ignored
is that sending illegal migrants
to a third country where they
have no roots and family is
cruel. It is akin to the British
practice during colonial times
of sending indentured labour to
countries which were alien and
from where it was virtually
impossible for them to return.
While Britain abandoned the
idea of third country detention
centres in 2024, it is now being
revived. There are reports that
it is negotiating with foreign
countries to set these up.
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Women Leaders Across BRICS+ Call for Binding Declaration
Language on Women's Leadership in Innovation

Ahmedabad, Binding
Declaration language and
institutional mechanisms are
essential for advancing
women's leadership across
BRICS+ nations, a high-level
panel of women leaders
concluded at the BRICS+
Dialogue 2026, organized by
the BRICS Chamber of
Commerce and Industry, a
not-for-profit promoting trade
and commerce in the BRICS+
and partner nations ahead of
the 18th BRICS Summit. Key
leaders from across the bloc's
Women's Business Alliance
(WBA) chapters and
institutional community
gathered for the session, titled
'From Margins to Mainstream:
Institutionalising Women's
Leadership in BRICS
Innovation Ecosystems'. The
panel brought together voices
from Brazil, Russia, South
Africa, Iran and India,
reflecting the full geographic

range of the BRICS bloc. The
panelists included Ms. Ruby
Sinha, President, BRICS CCI
WE (Women Empowerment)
and Programme Lead, WISE,
Mr. Sanjay Bhattacharyya,
Former BRICS Sherpa &
Secretary to the Government
of India, HRH Lebogang Zulu,
National Chairperson, BRICS
Women's Business Alliance -
South Africa, Ms. Monica
Monteiro, Chairperson, BRICS
WBA Brazil Chapter, Ms. Shadi
Sedghinejad, Member, I nclusive
Economy Working Group, BRICS
WBA- I ran and Ms. Yana
Oseyeva, Director for
International Projects, Russian
Education Agency (REA).  (19-10)

Odoo Experience 2026 India' Unites 10,000+ Tech
Professionals and Entrepreneurs in Gandhinagar

Ahmedabad, Two days of
t e c h n o l o g y ,
entrepreneurship, business
conversations and community
came together at Odoo
Experience 2026 India, held
on September 11–12 at
Mahatma Mandir Convention
Centre, Gandhinagar. The
event brought together
business leaders,
entrepreneurs, technology
professionals, creators, Odoo
customers, partners and
developers to explore how
businesses can work smarter
in a rapidly changing digital
environment. With 10,000 +
attendees, 180+ exhibitors,
250+ talks and 10
masterclasses, the event
created a large platform for
businesses and technology
professionals to learn,
connect and experience the
latest developments in
business technology. The

event opened with a keynote
by Mantavya Gajjar,
Managing Director, Odoo
India, who addressed the
community and business
audience at the beginning of
the two-day gathering. His
keynote set the tone for the
event, bringing together
Odoo's vision for the future
of business software with the
changing needs of Indian
businesses. “Odoo Experience
is a great opportunity for
MSMEs to connect, build and
grow their business. “-
Mantavya Gajjar, Director (Odoo
IN).  (19-10)

IAF EDI+IONS launches
in Ahmedabad

Ahmedabad, Following
the success of its inaugural
Hyderabad edition last year,
I ndia Art Fair brings the
second edit ion of IAF
EDI+IONS to Ahmedabad,
taking place on 19-20
September 2026 at The
Baronet House (Sanjay MS
Raval Skil l  Centre). IAF
EDI+IONS Ahmedabad brings
together 18 participants,
including 4 Ahmedabad-
based galleries, spotlighting
the city's distinctive artistic
ecosystem alongside leading
voices in modern and
contemporary art and design
from across India. Jaya
Asokan, Fair Director, I ndia
Art Fair, said: "After an
incredibly encouraging first
edition in Hyderabad, we are
excited to bring IAF EDI+IONS
to Ahmedabad and continue
building a format that
responds to the distinct
cultural character of each city
it enters. Ahmedabad has
long held an extraordinary
place within India's cultural
landscape shaped by
generations of art ists,
architects, designers,

craftspeople, collectors and
patrons who have
championed experimentation
and new ideas. With this
edition, we want to celebrate
that legacy while creating new
connections between the city's
creative community and voices
from across the country. At i ts
heart, EDI+IONS is about
bringing people together
around art and culture,
strengthening regional
ecosystems and creating
meaningful opportunities for
exchange beyond our annual
fair in Delhi." (19-10)

Tools & Equipment Expo 2026 Brings Global Brands
and the Next Generation of Industrial Tools
Ahmedabad, The Tools &

Equipment Expo 2026
(TAEE), the newly rebranded
edition of the established
industry platform with a 24-
year legacy, is set to tak e
place from 17-19th
September 2026 at Bharat
Mandapam, New Delhi ,
bringing together more than
300 exhibitors, 2000 +
products on display and 150+
new product launches,
international brands and
industry stakeholders from
across the tools and
equipment ecosystem.

Organised by Informa
Markets in India, the show is
posit ioned as a leading
platform for discovering the
next generation of industrial
tools and equipment, the
three-day expo wi l l

showcase innovations across
Hand Tools, Power Tools,
Cutt ing & Welding
Technologies, Smart Tools,
Automation and Sustainable
Equipment.  With
participation from domestic
and international exhibitors,
the expo wi l l  of fer
manufacturers, distributors,
dealers,  buyers and
technology providers
opportunities to explore new
products, technologies and
business partnerships.  Mr.
Yogesh Mudras, Managing
Director, I nforma Markets in
India, said, "The launch of
Tools & Equipment Expo
reflects our commitment to
creating platforms that not
only connect industries locally
but also integrate them into
the global ecosystem. (1-7)

GREW Solar Strengthens
West India Presence

Ahmedabad, GREW Solar,
one of India’s fastest-growing
solar PV manufacturers, today
announced a new channel
partnership with Indogreen
I nf ra LLP, Ahmedabad,
strengthening its distribution
presence in Gujarat and
expanding access to its solar
solutions across the region.
The collaboration comes as
demand for solar energy
continues to grow across
commercial, industrial and
other applications, creating a
need for wider availability of
high-quality, domestically
manufactured solar products.
Through the association,
Indogreen Infra LLP will
support the distribution of

GREW Solar’s solar modules
across Ahmedabad and
surrounding markets,
including its Domestic Content
Requirement (DCR)-
compliant products.
Commenting on the
development, Mr. Hi ten
Parekh, Chief Business
Officer, GREW Solar, said,
“Our associat ion with
Indogreen Infra LLP marks an
important step in deepening
our presence in Ahmedabad
and the surrounding markets. As
solar adoption continues to rise
across commercial, industrial
and other segments, building a
strong channel ecosystem will
be essential to serving
customers efficiently.  (13-9)

Palladium Ahmedabad’s Beauty Edit
’26: Redefining Beauty in Gujarat

Ahmedabad, This season,
beauty takes centre stage at
Palladium Ahmedabad with
the launch of Palladium Beauty
Edit ’26 a curated celebration
of beauty, discovery and
experiences that brings
together some of the most
exciting names and
conversations from the world
of premium beauty under one
roof. As Gujarat’s premier
luxury retail and lifestyle
destination, Palladium
Ahmedabad has continued to
bring together iconic brands
and world-class experiences
within an environment defined
by sophistication, style and
exclusivity. With Palladium
Beauty Edit ’26, the destination
further expands its
experiential universe, creating
a dynamic platform dedicated
to the evolving world of
beauty. Positioned as The
Ultimate Beauty Destination of
Gujarat, the Beauty Edit is

designed as a celebration of
discovery, bringing together
beauty launches, immersive
experiences, expert-led
sessions, influencer
engagements and premium
beauty experiences for
consumers. Through a
carefully curated calendar of
events and activations,
Palladium Ahmedabad will
transform into a destination
where beauty enthusiasts can
explore, engage and
experience the best of the
beauty ecosystem. (13-9)

Five Years of Chief Minister Shri Bhupendra Patel:
Development Reaches Every Corner of Gujarat

Gandhinagar,  September
13, 2026, marks the
completion of five years of
good governance under the
leadership of Chief Minister
Shri Bhupendra Patel. Over
these five years, Gujarat has
made significant progress
across various sectors, with
development translating into
improved well-being and
quality of life for its citizens.
The state has presented its
largest-ever budget of ?4.08
lakh crore, made rapid strides
in future-oriented sectors such
as semiconductors and
renewable energy,
strengthened modern urban
and industrial infrastructure,
and undertaken administrative
reforms to meet
contemporary needs. These
efforts have given Gujarat’s
development journey fresh
momentum and a clear
direction. More than a record
of achievements and
statistics, these years have laid
a strong foundation for
building a Viksit Gujarat and
contributing to the vision of
Viksit Bharat.““19 Policies to
Drive Growth in Future-Ready
Sectors“Gujarat has
implemented 19 significant
policies over the past five
years to give fresh momentum
to the state's development. By
promoting sectors such as
semiconductors, renewable
energy, green hydrogen,
electronics, space-tech,
Global Capability Centres
(GCCs), data centres,
shipbuilding and advanced
manufacturing, these policies
have helped the state
establish a robust ecosystem
for investment in emerging
and strategic
sec to r s . “ “Acce le ra t i ng
Regional Development: MoUs
Worth ?17.4 Lakh Crore at
VGRC“Gujarat organised four
Vibrant Gujarat Regional
Conferences (VGRC) to
expand global investment and
industrial growth to various
regions of the state. The four

conferences resulted in MoUs
worth a total of ?17 .4 lakh
crore. By promoting
investment and employment
opportunities at the regional
level, this initiative has further
strengthened the state's
holistic development.““Gujarat
Becoming a Semiconductor
Hub: 6 Plants Approved and 3
Operational“Gujarat has
strengthened its position as a
leading state in the country's
semiconductor sector. A total
of six semiconductor plants
have been approved in the
state, of which three are
already operational on a
commercial basis. From
semiconductors to AI and
advanced manufacturing,
Gujarat is further
strengthening its position for
a future technology-driven
economy.““Fr om UCC to
Administrative Reforms:
Strengthening Good
Governance in Gujarat“Under
the leadership of Chief
Minister Shri Bhupendra Patel,
the Uniform Civil Code (UCC)
Bill has been passed in Gujarat,
reinforcing the state’s
commitment to equal ity,
justice and unity. At the same
time, various administrative
reforms have been
implemented to make citizen
services simpler, faster and
more transparent. Significant
strides have also been made
towards making government
services paperless, cashless
and faceless through the
‘Sugam Digital Gujarat’
initiative.““Gujarat’s Journey
Towards Governance 2.0
through GRIT and GARC“The
Gujarat State Institute for
Transformation’ (GRIT) has
been established along the
lines of NITI Aayog, while the
Gujarat Administrative
Reforms Commission (GARC)
has been constituted to
improve the efficiency and
effectiveness of the
administrative machinery.
These developmental and
visionary initiatives aim to

strengthen data-driven policy-
making, efficient
administration and outcome-
oriented governance.
““Gujarat’s Roadmap to ‘Viksit
Gujarat @2047’“Gujarat has
become the first state in the
country to prepare a roadmap
for Viksit Gujarat @2047 ,
aligning with Prime Minister
Shri Narendra Modi’s vision of
Viksit Bharat @2047 . This
long-term vision charts a
course for transforming
Gujarat into a state
characterised by economic
strength, technological
prowess and inclusive
development.““Prioritising
Urban Development:
Celebrating 2025 as the
'Urban Development
Year’ “Carrying forward the
urban development vision of
the then Chief Minister and
current Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi, Gujarat

declared 2025 as the ‘Urban
Development Year’. The state
has focused on modern,
world-class infrastructure to
prepare its cities for future
needs. Efforts are also
underway to enhance the ‘Ease
of Living’ in cities by improving
urban transport, amenities
and civic services.““Welfare
Schemes for the Holistic
Development of Youth“Several
welfare schemes have been
implemented for the holistic
development of the youth. The
Namo Lakshmi Yojana  has
been launched to ensure that
the girls complete their
secondary and higher
secondary education. The
Namo Saraswati Vigyan
Sadhana Yojana encourages
students to pursue the Science
stream in Classes 11 and 12.
Additionally, the Mukhyamantri
Paushtik Alpahar Yojana
provides nutritious snacks, in

addition to the mid-day meal,
to primary school children,
while the Namo Shree Yojana
supports the health and
nutrit ion of pregnant
mothers.““Revenue Reforms
Expedite Citizen
Services“Significant revenue
reforms have been
implemented under the
leadership of Chief Minister
Shri Bhupendra Patel to
simplify government
procedures for citizens and
accelerate service delivery.
The use of technology and
simplified processes has
further strengthened citizen-
centric administration.
““Gujarat’s Global Stature
Strengthened Through
Successful Global Events“Over
the past five years, Gujarat has
successfully hosted major
international events, including
G-20 meetings, the Vibrant
Gujarat Global Summit and

RE-Invest 2024. These events
have strengthened Gujarat’s
emerging role in global
investment, trade and
industry. The state is now also
prepared to host the
Commonwealth Games in
2030.““From Renewable
Energy to Artif icial
Intelligence: Gujarat Leads the
Way in Future Sectors“Under
the leadership of Chief
Minister Shri Bhupendra Patel,
Gujarat is rapidly advancing
towards a leading position in
emerging sectors such as
renewable energy,
semiconductors and artificial
intelligence. Progress across
industry, in vestment,
technology, education,
healthcare, urban
development and social
welfare has enabled Gujarat
to script a new chapter of
holistic development over the
past five years.“

Trump’s economic noose on Iran
may be looser than he thinks

The grammar of the West
Asia war is changing yet again.
While on the battlefront Iran
may have comparatively lost in
grey-zone warfare, it has been
perceived as a winner, even if
in wars there are only losers,
since it is seen as an unjust
aggression given the limited
credibility of the US and Israel
and the lack of international
support, even from their NATO
allies. Tehran, on the other
hand, has been able to survive
thus far despite its own unjust
aggression and attacks against
its Gulf neighbours. Iranian
President Masoud Pezeshkian,
as per media reports, claimed
that, “It is better that we bring
the war to an end now as we
are in a position of power and
dignity”, even if his hardline
and IRGC comrades might not
be on the same page. The 60-
day memorandum of
understanding, or
misunderstandings, has
expired and talks are
supposedly not happening
even though the mediators are
burning the midnight oil. In the
meantime, most of the
regional majors have achieved
some pecuniary
understandings with Tehran.
For Tehran, while its ‘Mosaic
Defence Strategy’ may have
helped against the US-Israeli
attacks, some trigger-happy
autonomous IRGC
commanders could as well
undermine the temporary
adjustments that Tehran and
the Gulf countries had reached.
The alleged attacks on the UAE
on August 19, which were
intercepted, led to Abu Dhabi
suspending all trade with Iran.
It is the most important trade
artery, which had helped I ran
bypass the decades-long
sanctions and secured its huge
Iranian investments in the
UAE, which have yielded good
dividends. These have now
been threatened once again,
even though Tehran denied it
and indicated some false-flag
operations, which is difficult to
ascertain amid the crafty
disinformation campaigns by
all sides. Several reports
averred to the fact that since
the visit of the Iranian NSA to
Tehran, both sides had agreed
to bury the hatchet as the UAE
unfroze Iranian assets and no
major strikes happened until
now. The timing is critical since
a day before, President Trump
vowed to impose the most
severe economic measures
unheard of and unseen thus

far. Trump, on his Truth Social,
threatened Iran and Iranian
allies and trading partners:
“This will be economic warfare
and isolation on an
unprecedented scale. ANY
country that allows its financial
institutions, businesses,
airports, or government
entities to provide any type of
lifeline to Iran will itself face
TREMENDOUS Economic
Consequences.” The I ranian
Foreign Minister dismissed
these with a cool assessment:
“the so-called ‘Economic D-
Day’ is a diversion from
America’s own crisis:
unprecedented debt and
surging interest costs. US
economic terrorism” will
threaten the global economy
and sovereignty worldwide.”
There is no doubt that the
Iranian economy is under
stress due to prolonged
sanctions and the Hormuz
blockade, but then the US is
in no good shape either, wi th
its highest-ever debt crossing
$40 trillion, making it the most
indebted nation in the world.
Most observers believe that
since the US could not
overpower Iran on the
battlefield, it is unlikely that
these economic measures will
be any more effective, given
the tremendous resilience and
adaptation and mitigation
strategies Tehran has devised
during the prolonged
imposition of Western
sanctions laced with
occasional relief. It is also
counting on its dozen-plus
major trading partners,
including China, Russia, India,
Afghanistan, Pakistan,
Armenia and Azerbaijan,
including its seven
neighbouring countries, as
well as Germany, etc. China
has obviously decried these
unilateral measures, stating
that it opposes unilateral US
sanctions against Iran that do
not have authorisation from

the United Nations Security
Council, and it considers
normal, lawful economic
cooperation with Iran
legitimate. A Chinese
Professor Jiang went a step
further, saying that the US is
running a textbook Ponzi
scheme and the petrodollar is
under real stress. He warned
that America’s debt system
works like a giant Ponzi
scheme. US Treasury
Secretary Scott Bessent just
proved him right in real time.
The UK, China, Japan, South
Korea and others are now
selling US Treasuries. ‘When
sellers outnumber buyers,
the price of the bonds drops…
and the interest rate (the
“yield”) shoots up’. This has
become a war among
stressed economies, which
by itself will impose new
limitations, worsening their
military capabilities even
more. Several European
countries have begun to
engage with Iran, diverging
from the US position. Spain is
one of the most vocal.
Reportedly, I ran’s South
Khorasan has issued its first
Spanish mining investment
licence: Iran’s South Khorasan
has issued its first investment

licence to a Spanish mining
company, one of f our
countries entering the
province recently, even as the
UAE halts all trade with Iran.
As usual, Scott Bessent has
threatened allies, “if you are
not with us, you are against
us”, an admission of their
inability to take everyone
along since it is not only this
war alone but a behavioural
pattern of the second Trump
administration. Let alone the
Europeans, even Pakistan, the
so-called close ally of the USA,
has opened up new border
trade corridors with Iran. By
activating the SRO 691
regulatory order, Tehran and
Islamabad have opened six
strategic transit routes that
allow third-party cargo to
reach Iran via Pakistani
territory, effectively bypassing
a maritime blockade.
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5 Years of Good Governance: Quality, Accessible Healthcare for Every
Citizen Under the Leadership of Chief Minister Shri Bhupendra Patel

Gandhinagar,  September
13, 2026, marks the completion
of five years of good
governance under Chief
Minister Shri Bhupendra Patel.
During these five years,
significant initiatives have been
undertaken to expand quality,
accessible and technology-
driven public health services.
Prime Minister Shri Narendra
Modi, during his tenure as
Chief Minister of Gujarat, had
laid the foundation for several
transformative initiatives in the
state’s health sector. Building
on this, the state government,
under the leadership of Chief
Minister Shri Bhupendra Patel,
has focused on disease
prevention, timely diagnosis
and effective treatment, while
expanding the reach of quality
healthcare services.““PMJAY-
MA Health Coverage
Strengthened; Gujarat
Becomes the Only State to
Provide Digital Health Cards to
Students“The health coverage
provided to citizens of Gujarat
under the Pradhan Mantri Jan
Arogya Yojana-Mukhyamantri
Amrutam (PMJAY-MA) scheme

has been increased from ?5
lakh to ?10 lakh. So far, over
2.92 crore citizens have been
issued Ayushman cards. Also,
Gujarat has become the only
state in India to provide digital
health cards to school
students; to date, 1.15 crore
digital health cards have been
issued.““Gujarat Sets a
National Benchmark with a
99.97% Institutional Delivery
Rate“Under the Namo Shri
Yojana, financial assistance of
?540 crore has been provided
to over 8 lakh women so far.
Gujarat has achieved
significant progress in maternal
and child health, recording an
institutional delivery rate of
99.97% and setting a national
benchmark.““"Healthy Gujarat,
Obesity-free Gujarat"
Campaign Launched in the
State“The “Healthy Gujarat,
Obesity-free Gujarat”
campaign was launched in the
state on World Obesity Day.
Under the Pradhan Mantri TB
Mukt Bharat Abhiyaan, 31,021
‘Nikshay Mitras’ have been
registered on the Nikshay
portal, and 5,76,344 nutrition

kits have been distributed to
ensure TB patients receive a
nutritious diet. Across all
phases of Mission
Indradhanush conducted so
far, 9,95,395 children and
2,25,960 pregnant women
have been vaccinated in the
state.““Modern, Technology-
Driven Healthcare Services
Expanded“AIIMS Rajkot was
inaugurated by Prime Minister
Shri Narendra Modi, marking
a significant expansion of
advanced healthcare facilities
in the state. The country’s first
tele-rehabilitation centre was
also launched at Sola Civil
Hospital, further strengthening
technology-driven healthcare
services. The ‘Aarogya
Samiksha Kendra’ was
dedicated to the public to bring
the monitoring and review of
health-related services and
facilities under one roof. There
is also an addition of 617 new
ambulances to the ‘108’
emergency ambulance service,
taking the total number of ‘108’
ambulances in the state to
1,455, alongside existing
h o s p i t a l - b a s e d
a m b u l a n c e s . “ “ G u j a r a t
Becomes the First State to
Launch Tribal Genome
Sequencing Project“Gujarat
has become the first state in
the country to launch a Tribal
Genome Sequencing Project
focused on the health of tribal
citizens. The initiative will
support health-related
research and facilitate timely
diagnosis of diseases in tribal
regions.“

Youth dies after being hit by ST near Maneja crossing
Bus coming from Surat hits Activa, plunges down

Vadodara
A youth has lost his life

in  yet  another  t rag ic
accident in Vadodara city. A
GSRTC ST bus coming from
Surat near Maneja Crossing
in the city hit a youth riding
an Activa and caused his
tragic death in a serious
accident.

Activa went under the
bus, the youth fell on the
road.

The deceased youth has
been identified as Hardik

Thakor (age 23), a resident
of Vraj Darshan Society in
Maneja. Hardik was crossing
the road in his Activa, when
a speeding ST bus hit him.
In this accident, the Activa
went under the bus, while
Hardik fell on the road due
to the co l l is ion and
sustained serious injuries.

Death in  t reatment ,
public anger over heavy
vehicle movement

As soon as the accident
occurred, the people around

immediately rushed to help
and Hardik was immediately
taken for  t reatment .
However, he died in a short
t reatment .  A crowd of
people gathered at the
scene expressed great
anger against the bus driver.
On the other hand, serious
questions are being raised
about traffic safety among
the city dwellers due to
frequent accidents caused by
heavy vehicles and careless
driving.

Ahmedabad
The fire department

conducted a check at a shop
called Asif Fry Center in the
Rakhial area of ??the city and
asked for a fire NOC. After
checking the NOC given by the
owner, it was found that i t was
not issued by the fire
department. Fire department
officials reached Rakhial
Police Station to register a
complaint regarding this.
Although the police initially
refused to take the complaint,
officers including the Fire Chief
Fire Officer and Divisional Fire
Officer reached Rakhial Police
Station.

After that, the PI has
registered a complaint against
the trader and the person who
gave the NOC for using a fake
NOC against the trader.

Investigation into pending
NOC at Fry Center shop in
Rakhial According to the
information received,
Amarsinh Govindbhai Baria,
who has been working as a
Divisional Fire Officer in the
East Zone of Ahmedabad Fire
Office for the last one and a
half years, came to the notice
of Amarsinh Govindbhai Baria
that a shop named Asif Fry
Center in Archana Estate in
Rakhial area was found to
have a pending NOC file and
was investigated. So when an
officer of Mumtipur Fire
Station was sent to investigate
this matter, a fire NOC was

Fake Fire NOC with CFO's
digital signature Fire did not break out in Shyam Sangini

Market in Surat, it was set on fire
A youth set fire to a parcel on the sixth floor and fled, a
crime was registered; Losses of more than 20 crores

Surat
It has been shockingly

revealed that the massive fire
that broke out at Shyam
Sangi's Textile Market near
Kumbhariya Three Road at
Saroli on the Surat-Kadodara
road late on the night of
September 9 was not an
accident but an arson attack.
After the fire was brought
under control after 38 hours,
an unidentified person was
clearly seen pouring
flammable liquid on a parcel
on the sixth floor of the market
and setting it on fire. Due to
this fire, cloth worth more
than ?24 crore belonging to 4
big traders has been burnt to
ashes. Saroli police have
registered a case in this
regard and are investigating
to arrest the unidentified
accused.

Entered at 8:57 PM, set on
fire at 12:20 AM

A detailed examination of
the CCTV footage has revealed
that on September 8 at 8:57
PM, an unknown person with
a bag slung over his shoulder
and a white handkerchief tied
over his face entered the MKM
Market. Then at 12:20 AM, he
reached the sixth floor
passage. Where he took out
a bottle-like object from his
bag, sprayed some
flammable liquid on the cloth
parcels lying in the passage
and set it on fire. The fire took
on a ferocious form in no time
and he fled from there in 4
minutes, i.e. at 12:24 AM.

Smoke and water
damaged goods worth crores
of rupees of traders.

At 12:41 am, Rupesh
Singh, owner of shop no. 626,
informed manager Rahul
Kumar Pandey about the fire.
He immediately informed the
police control room 112. A
convoy of PCR vans and fire

brigade rushed to the spot.
The fire was so fierce that it
spread from shop no. 601 to
617 through the passage. The
fire department, after great
effort, completely controlled
the fire on the evening of
September 9. However, due to
fire, smoke and water
spraying in the fire
department's operations, a
large stock of cloth was
destroyed.

How much damage did
which trader suffer?

According to preliminary
estimates, heavy damage has
been reported in the shops on
the sixth floor of the market.
In which trader Anurag Vijay
Jalan has suffered a loss of
about 12 crore in shop no. 606
to 609 and 610 to 613. Trader
Hanuman Prasad Dwarka
Prasad Jhawar has suffered a
loss of about ?6 crore in shop
no.

603, 604, 605 and 614.
Trader Hariprasad Bhawarlal
Jhawar has suffered a loss of
about ?4 crore in shop no. 601
and 602 and trader Abhishek
Brijmohan Soni has suffered
a loss of about ?2 crore in
shop no. 616 and 617. I n
addition, the assessment of
damage to the structure of the

building, ceiling, electric
wiring, lift and walls is still
underway.

A case has been registered
under Section 326(G) and 54
of the IPC. Based on the
complaint of ASI Ajitbhai
Thakorbhai who reached the
spot, a case has been
registered against an unknown
person at Saroli police station
under Section 326(G) (causing
damage by fire or explosive
substance) and Section 54 of
the IPC. PSI U.B. Mendpara is
conducting an investigation to
find out where the accused
came from and whether there
is any personal enmity or
conspiracy behind it.

The police are taking the
help of technical surveillance
to solve the crime based on
tower dumps and register
entries.

The police are collecting
mobile tower dump data to
get information about people
who were near the scene of
the incident.

In addition, the entries
recorded in the register at the
security gate of the market are
being checked to get a clue as
to how many people were
present inside at the time of
the fire.

given on WhatsApp by the
owner of Asif Fry Center,
Akrambhai. Stating that it was
wrong, he checked the ID of
in-charge CFO Mithun Mistry
and found that such a
certificate had not been issued
by the fire department. No
details of this NOC were found
on the portal ei ther.

Fake fire NOC with CFO's
digital signature presented

So on September 06, the
fire station officer was asked
to investigate there. When the
fire NOC was asked from the
owner of Asif Fry Center,
Akram Khan Pathan, on the
spot, he said that he had
assigned the work of fire NOC
to a person named Fazal,
living in Gomtipur. Fazal made
a xerox of the copy of the NOC
sent on WhatsApp and Akram
Khan gave it to the fire
department with his signature.
During the investigation, it was
revealed that this NOC was
made on 12/02/2026. A copy
with the digital signature of the
CFO was given for three years.

No record of it was found
on the fire department
records and portal. So the fire
department, despite knowing
that there was a false
document against Fazal, used
it and presented it before the
government official.
Therefore, the fire brigade
officer reached Rakhial Police
Station to file a complaint in
this entire matter.

Investigation into NOC pending in Fry
Center shop in Rakhial, Xerox
presented to fire officer via WhatsApp

Ahmedabad
An elderly man crossing the

road near Motera Stadium in
Ahmedabad was hit by an
Activa driver and fell on the
road. Four people, including
the elderly man, the Activa
driver and two youths sitting
behind, were injured and
taken to the hospital for
treatment.

The traffic police have
started further investigation

An Activa driver hit an elderly
man while crossing the road

into this mat ter.
Three youths riding an

Activa and an elderly person
were crossing the road

near Gate No. 1 of Motera
Stadium at around 5 pm on
September 9. Meanwhile, the
speeding triple rider Activa
driver hit the elderly person
and threw him on the road. The
traffic police have started
further investigation into this
matter.

First case registered for erecting a
statue taller than the police permission

Ahmedabad
A complaint has been

registered at Krishnanagar
Police Station against the
organizer for installing a 22.50
feet tall statue of Lord Ganesh
on a public road near Harivilla
Flats near Bapa Sitaram
Chowk in Krishnanagar area
of ??Ahmedabad. Last year
too, a complaint was
registered against the
organizer who installed
Ganesh at the same place for
bringing a statue taller than
the notification of the Police
Commissioner. Then again this
year too, a complaint has been
registered by Krishnanagar
Police against a person named
Sachin Kumawat for bringing
a tall statue. Permission for an
8.5-foot idol was obtained
from Krishnanagar Police
Station. A pavilion was built on
the road near the gate of Hari
Villa Flats near Bapasitaram
Chowk and a Ganesh idol was
installed. In which the idol of
Ganpati was brought higher
than 9 feet. Therefore,
permission for an 8.5-foot idol
was obtained from
Krishnanagar Police Station
on investigation. However, on
investigation, the height of the
idol with the trolley was found
to be 22.5 feet.

Complaint against
organizer Sachin Kumawat:

When checking the height
of the idol, it was a 4.5-foot
trolley and an 11-foot
Ganesha idol and a 7-foot
fiber structure of Lord Shankar
was also found on the top of
the crown behind the idol.
According to the Police
Commissioner's notification,
idols of POPs of more than five
feet and clay idols of more
than 9 feet in height should not
be with a seat. Despite this,
the police have registered a
complaint against organizer
Sachin Kumawat for bringing
and installing a very large idol.

Last year, an accident

occurred during the same
event. It is worth mentioning
that last year too, a very large
idol was brought near Hari
Villa Flat near Bapa Sitaram
Chowk, which a large number
of people had gathered to see.
While people were standing in
the basement near
Swaminarayan Complex to
see it, a part of the stairs
collapsed and 10 people fell
down. In which three people
were injured and had to be
shifted to the hospital for
treatment. Last year too,
permission was taken from
the police station to bring a 9-
foot tall idol, but a 22-foot tall
idol was brought. At that time,
a police complaint was also
fi led against the event.
However, this year too, a police
complaint has been filed as
idols of a smaller height were
brought after taking
permission from the police
station to install the Ganesh
idol. According to the Police
Commissioner's notification,
idols cannot be kept taller
than 9 feet. A notification has
been issued by the
Ahmedabad Police
Commissioner regarding the
Ganesh festival, under which
a ban has been imposed on
making, selling, installing and
moving on public roads clay
idols of Ganesha, including the
seat, that are more than 9 feet
tall. There is also a ban on
making, selling, installing and
transporting on public roads
POP idols of Ganesha,
including the seat, that are
more than 5 feet tall and
immersing them in natural
water bodies including rivers

and lakes. According to the
Police Commissioner's
notification, idols of God
cannot be kept taller than nine
feet, but very big and tall idols
are brought to different
pandals in the city.

Many police stations do not
take action for violation of the
notification. Permission has to
be taken from the police
station to install an idol in a
Ganesh Pandal. In which it has
to be shown that the height of
the idol is not more than 9 feet.
However, idols taller than nine
feet are brought and installed.
However, many police stations
do not take action for violation
of the notification of the Police
Commissioner. Many rules
have been made by the police
and strict compliance
provisions have been made,
but it is not followed
anywhere. Police instructions
regarding Ganesh festival

The permit for the
installation of the Ganesh idol
will be issued by the local
police station. Also, the permit
for playing loudspeakers at the
place of installation will also
be issued by the respective
police station. On the day an
application is made to the
police station for obtaining a
permit for the installation of
Ganesh, the applicant will also
have to mandatorily submit an
application for taking out a
procession for the Ganesh
immersion. If the route for the
procession/idolization of
Ganesh is in the same zone
area, then the permit for the
idol immersion procession will
be issued from the police
station in the area where the
Ganesh idol is installed.

If the Ganesh Visarjan
procession/procession is to
pass through more than one
zone area, then the permit for
the procession will be issued
by the Office of the
Commissioner of Police,
Special Branch.

Ahmedabad
When unwavering faith

and divine signs come
together, miracles take shape.
The centuries-old spiritual
connection of Neem Karoli
Baba on the holy land of
Gujarat has been re-exposed,
the film 'Hanuman Ansh' based
on the life of 'Gujaratnu
Kaichidham' Babaji, which was
completed in just five months
in Rancharda, Ahmedabad, on
the instructions of Baba in a
dream, has come into the
limelight. Built under the
canopy of Hanuman Dada,
who is seated in the sleeping
posture, this temple has
emerged today as not just a
structure of stones but a living
symbol of the unwavering
faith, devotion and blessings
of Baba by crores of devotees.

How did this Gujarati
Kaichidham come to be in
Rancharda, Ahmedabad?
Where and how did they get
the inspiration to build this
temple? Bhaskar spoke to the
temple's founder, Dr. Praveen
Garg, to find out what his
views are on the film.

"Three years ago, Baba
gave the order in a dream":
Dr. Praveen Garg

Physician Dr. Praveen Garg,
who is associated with the
construction of this unique
temple, says that three years
ago, he went to Kainchidham
in Uttarakhand. After
returning from there, he
became immersed in Baba's
devotion. After that, he had a
real vision of Babaji in a dream
and received a hint to build a
temple of Hanumanji while
resting in Ahmedabad. With
this divine inspiration, he
completed this magnificent
temple, 35 feet high and 35
feet wide, at Rancharda in a
short period of just 5 months.

Vavaniya village in Morbi,
Baba's place of penance

Neem Karoli Baba has also

Ahmedabad
Government and some

private banks including SBI,
PNB and Union Bank across the
country including Gujarat will
remain closed for three days
from September 11. The
United Forum of Bank Unions
(UFBU) has announced a one-
day strike today, Friday,
demanding 5-day working,
which has been pending for
two years. After which, bank
branches will be closed on
September 12, the second
Saturday of the month, and
September 13, being Sunday.
If the government and bank
management do not accept
the demand, then an indefinite
strike will begin in banks
across the country on October
26.

Bank employees protest in
Ahmedabad, Rajkot

The decision of UFBU
affiliated organizations to
withdraw the strike has also
had a big impact in Gujarat.
About 75 thousand bank
employees and officers are
joining the strike in the state.
The operations of about 5,400
bank branches have been
closed or disrupted.
Transactions worth Rs 15,000
crore have been affected.
Bank employees in
Ahmedabad, Surat, Vadodara
and Rajkot have joined the
strike by keeping their work
closed. In Ahmedabad, bank
employees near Lal Darwaza
raised slogans of 'If 5-day
banking is not given, then the
government is useless'. While
in Surat, they protested
wearing black clothes and
holding banners.

'Opposition to incentives
according to posts in banks'

Bank employee Anjuben
said that due to the facilities
including net banking, if
Saturday and Sunday are
holidays, the customer will not
face any problem. Not only

'If you don't give 5-day banking,
then the government is useless'

Neem Karoli Baba's "Kaichidham" in
Gujarat was completed in 5 months
3 years ago, Baba gave an order in a dream and
the temple was built in Rancharda, the founder
said - a film on the saint is inappropriate

had an unbreakable spiritual
connection with Gujarat.
Although Baba's original
hometown is Akbarpur in Uttar
Pradesh and his main center
is Kainchidham in Nainital,
Vavaniya village near Morbi in
Gujarat is worshipped as
Babaji's holy place of penance.
Even today, the locals
remember him with devotion
as 'Talaiya Baba'. Following
this tradition, the service
activities of the Annakshetra
and Bhandara are also in full
swing in the Rancharda
temple. The grand
Pranapratishtha festival of the
grand Pranapratishtha temple
was historic from a spiritual
point of view in the presence
of 108 saints and Baba's
grandson. On this holy
occasion, 1008
Mahamandaleshwar as well
as 108 saints-mahants who
came from all over the country
were present. In addition,
Neem Karoli Baba's grandson
Dhananjay Sharma also
participated in the rituals and
blessed the devotees.

A unique 2-ton idol carved
from Rajasthani pink stone by
a Sompura craftsman from
Siddhpur. This 'Shri Sankat
Mochan Mahavir Neem Karoli
Baba Rancharda Temple',

which received a grand
inauguration on 23 August
2024, has been constructed
from the unique pink stone of
Rajasthan. The idol of
Hanumanji seated in the
temple is about 6 feet long
and 4 feet wide, weighing
approximately one and a half
to two tons. This divine idol
was crafted by the well-known
sculptor Bhavin Sompura of
Siddhpur with more than two
months of hard work. Apart
from this, beautiful statues of
Hanumanji's son Makardhwaj,
Lord Shriram, Lakshmanji and
the most revered Neem Karoli
Baba of Uttarakhand have also
been installed in the premises.

"Saints are real,
propagation of teachings is
more important than
entertainment" Dr. Praveen
Garg expressed his clear views
on the currently controversial
film 'Hanuman Ansh' based on
the life of Neem Karoli Baba.
He said that there is no
personal opposition to the
film's production, but while
filming the character of a
saint, it is imperative to follow
his dignity and spiritual ideals.
Conceptual representation
with mythological gods may
be acceptable, but saints are
real great men.

this, the working hours will be
the same, so we are making
this demand. So, General
Secretary of Gujarat Bank
Employees' Association Janak
Rawal said that there is a
scheme in all banks in which
all employees are given the
same incentives. While the
government and the bank have
taken such a decision that
more incentives are given to
the chief manager and those
in posts above him, less is
given to the people below him,
which we are also opposing.

Approval for 5-day banking
system pending for 2 years

UFBU says that on 8 March
2024, the 12th bilateral
agreement and 9th joint note
were signed with the Indian
Banks Association i.e. IBA. It
was agreed to implement 5-
day banking. Under this,
employees wil l work 40
minutes more every day from
Monday to Friday. IBA had
approved this proposal and
sent it to the Central
Government, but even after
more than two years, it has
not received approval from the
Finance Ministry.

Controversy over new PLI
scheme: Benefits senior
officials, discrimination against
lower staff

Unions have opposed the
new PLI guidelines issued by
the Department of Financial
Services, Ministry of Finance.
The unions allege that the
scheme is discriminatory:

Officers in Scale IV and
above: PLI equal to basic pay
for up to 365 days based on
individual performance.

Employees protest in major cities of
Gujarat; Strike today, banks closed for 3
days due to Saturday-Sunday holidays


