www.shaktitravels.com

(India & World )
Escorted Tour

Tour Operator

Individual Package

Incentive Group Tour

Cruise Holiday

Tourist Visa Assistant
Air Ticket
kHoteI Booking Y,

shakti-

TRAVELS

Your Journey Partner Since 1977

“Shukan” Swastik Cross Road, Navrangpura,
Ahmedabad-380 009. (Gujarat) India.

" Tele. : +91 79 26408888, 40218888
Fax : +9179 40218800

Email : Inquiry_domestic@shaktitravels.com
inquiry_international@shaktitravels.com

14-09-2026

freepressgujarat@gmail.com

(A Morning Dalily)

-,

Monday

Volume:17 Issue: 180 Pages: 4 Price: Rs. 1.00, RNIReg. No. GUJENG/2010/32712
201, Nandan Complex, Opp. Mithakhali Railway Crossing, Mithakhali, Ahnmedabad-6. (Gujarat). Tel. : 7623068477,9925047122

FREE PRESS GUJARAT

Ex-Schoolmate Meets PM, Seeks
Central Agency Probe Into Land

Dispute Case
New Delhi (Agency)

An 81-year-old resident of Mira Road
has approached Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, seeking intervention
in a decades-old land dispute in
Bhayander East in Mumbai. Asgarali
Vohra met the Prime Minister on
September 8 and requested a Central
Bureau of Investigation (CBI) probe
into the matter. Vohra and PM Modi
were reportedly schoolmates at BN
School 1in Vadnagar, Gujarat. During
his meeting with the Prime Minister,
Vohra sought his intervention, stating

that he has been pursuing the land
dispute through wvarious government
agencies and the police for several
years.According to Vohra, the dispute
concerns around 2,810 square metres
of land at Navghar in Bhayander East.
He said he had purchased the property
through a registered agreement in
1989. The 81-year-old has alleged that
the property was subsequently
encroached upon in 2011. He has
named Swayam Builders and Seven
Eleven Constructions in his
allegations. Vohra has also alleged that
documents connected to the property
were forged and that the original owner
was not kept informed about the
developments.

Rahul, Priyanka Gandhi meet
Malaysian PM Anwar Ibrahim over

breakfast
New Delhi. (Agency)

Leader of opposition in the Lok Sabha
Rahul Gandhi on Sunday met
Malaysian Prime Minister Anwar
Ibrahim over breakfast on the
sidelines of the 18th BRICS Summit
in New Delhi. Congress general
secretary Priyanka Gandhi Vadra was
also present at the meeting. Pictures
shared by the Congress showed Rahul
Gandhi and Anwar Ibrahim engaged
in conversation over breakfast, with
the two also seen shaking hands and
exchanging smiles.

China dominates the global supply
chains of critical minerals and rare
earths. Thus, PM Modi's pointed
remarks, made in the presence of Xi

Jinping, are being seen as a
message to China.

Chennai.(Agency)

The Vijay government has announced spending
commitments of Rs 79,219.06 crore in its
maiden budget and in the debates on demands
for grants in the Tamil Nadu Assembly. The
package brings together large
infrastructure and power projects, welfare
measures and farm relief, even as
opposition parties have warned that the
scale of spending could worsen the state’s
debt and deficit position. The government
has, however, said it remains committed to
fiscal prudence and has set up an economic
advisory council headed by Montek Singh
Ahluwalia to create an additional Rs 15,000
crore this year.

Finance Secretary MA Siddique said Tamil
Nadu’s finances remain in a difficult position
but are showing signs of recovery, while the
government has argued that much of the capital
spending will be spread over several years

rather than creating an immediate strain on the
exchequer. During the 28-day budget session,
which ended on September 8, the government
made 17 major announcements under Rule 110

across departments. These included a Rs 33,066
crore power

Xi present, PM Modi says weaponisation of
critical minerals hurdle to growth

New Delhi (Agency)

Putting inclusivity at the centre of his
closing remarks at the BRICS Summit,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Sunday
cautioned against the "weaponisation" of
technology and critical minerals, saying

such measures could create "hurdles" to
common growth. The pointed
remarks, made in the presence of
Chinese President Xi Jinping,
are being seen as a message to
Beijing, which dominates the
global supply chains of

ritical minerals and rare

earths.

"The weaponisation of

technology and critical

minerals can hinder our

shared progress.
Therefore,

we have

emphasised inclusivity in the adoption of
technology," PM Modi said at the BRICS
session on 'Resilience, Innovation,
Cooperation and Sustainability'.

PM'S MESSAGE TO CHINA?

Last year, China tightened export controls
on rare earths and other materials critical for
advanced tech manufacturing amid a trade
war with the US. It has, however, eased
some of those restrictions. China processes
around 90% of the world's rare earths,
which go into everything from solar panels
to smartphones. For India, the supply of
critical minerals is key as it seeks to expand
its manufacturing and clean-energy sectors.

Against this backdrop, PM Modi said the
BRICS logistics supply chain cooperation
framework would help make "our supply
chains more reliable and resilient”.

Al 2

At the outset, PM Modi underlined that, as
BRICS chair, India's efforts focused on four
pillars - resilience, innovation, cooperation,
and sustainability. "With your cooperation
and support, we have been able to transform
our shared vision into a win-win
collaboration," PM Modi said. Perhaps the
key highlight of his address was his pitch for
inclusivity as he rooted for more voice for
—

the Global South - a geopolitical term used
to refer to developing or less-developed
nations. "We have sought to promote
inclusive global growth through BRICS.
We believe that the solutions developed
within BRICS should not benefit BRICS
countries alone. They should be made
accessible to the needs of the Global South,”
PM Modi said. The Prime Minister asserted
that the "confidence" of Global South
countries in BRICS has grown because
"their voices are heard, their experiences are
respected, and solutions are created not just
for them, but together with them". "We
(BRICS) may be rooted in different
realities, but together we rise through
cooperation and blossom for humanity,"
PM Modi said.

He then went on to highlight several
initiatives agreed upon by the BRICS
members - outlining the message of
cooperation amid a fractured world. The big
win, PM Modi said, was consensus on the
BRICS Early Warning System for
prevention and response to infectious
diseases. "Under innovation, the BRICS
Incubator Network will connect our
startups and incubators.

Vijay govt announces |18 WA crore
spending plan amid debt concerns =i
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infrastructure scheme, the Rs 20,800 crore
Thoothukudi
Plant, a Rs 11,000 crore infrastructure and roads
push, Rs 1,850 crore for urban road repairs and

sector and transmission

The Vijay government has unveiled a Rs

infrastructure, power, welfare and farm
relief in Tamil Nadu. The scale of the
has sharpened scrutiny of debt

Supercritical Thermal Power

junction modernisation, Rs
1,200 crore for a new Assembly-
cum-Secretariat complex,
annual schemes including free
electricity to people at Rs 10,000
crore, and cooperative crop loan
relief expansion of Rs 953.06
crore. The package also includes
plans for a world-class Olympic
City and a dedicated MotorSports
City capable of hosting
international racing events such as
Formula 1. The article said the
= eventual cumulative amount could
be higher, though the government

has not officially outlined that so far.

79,219.06 crore spending package covering

'I resign as CM': CJP's Abhijeet
Dipke mocks MP govt after

'‘Balaghat' heckling
NEW DELHI (Agency).

Cockroach Janta Party (CJP) founder
Abhijeet Dipke on Saturday mocked the
Mohan Yadav-led Madhya Pradesh
government and announced his
resignation as the state's chief minister.
The sarcastic announcement came after
Dipke was allegedly heckled by a group of
people during his visit to Balaghat district,
where more than 30 tribal children have
reportedly died from infectious diseases.
In a post on X, Dipke wrote: "I hereby

resign as the chief minister of MP with
immediate effect. 1 thank Hon’ble PM

Is it okay? PM pauses BRICS speech to check on Xi

[
While Xi Jinping's
visit to India for the
BRICS Summit was

Jinping in viral moment
(@narendramodi ji for giving me the
opportunity to serve the people of MP, an
opportunity in which I have clearly
failed."

—abhijeet dipke ((@abhijeet dipke)
Dipke also shared a purported resignation
letter addressed to the Madhya Pradesh

Newdelhi (Agency) PM MODI-XI JINPING BOMHOMIE ON SHOW

‘While it might be a small incident, it was a telling moment of
bonhomie between the two leaders. It appeared to reflect PM Modi's
personal concern for the Chinese President at a time when both
nations are looking to reset ties and move on from border disputes.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
briefly broke from his opening
remarks at the BRICS Summit after

1
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Ibrahim later described Rahul Gandhi
as his "good friend" in a post on X,
saying the meeting provided an
opportunity to exchange views on
developments around the world and in
the region."Had the opportunity once
again to meet my good friend, who is
also the Leader of the Opposition in
the Indian Parliament, Rahul Gandhi,
this morning over breakfast. This
brief meeting provided space for us to

short, it nonetheless
provided several
moments of

camaraderie between
the Chinese President
and PM Modi. It

comes amid improving
India-China ties that

noticing that Chinese President Xi
Jinping seemingly appeared
uncomfortable. The Prime Minister
paused and turned toward Xi, who
made his first visit to India in seven
years, after a commotion caught his
attention. '"Is it okay?" PM Modi
asked the translator accompanying
the Chinese President. He repeated
the question moments later. It was,
however, not immediately clear what

governor, in which he took responsibility
for the deaths of the tribal children and
criticised the state government's response
to the tragedy."My conscience does not
allow me to continue occupying this chair
after the deaths of more than 30 Tribal
children in Balaghat. As Chief Minister, I
accept responsibility for failing to provide
them with the timely medical care and
support they needed,"” the letter said.

Dipke further questioned the
compensation announced for the victims

had come under strain
due to border

had caused Xi's apparent discomfort.
It could have been some issue with the

exchange views on the latest
international and regional
developments,” the Malaysian prime

and alleged that the government had

following which PM Modi resumed The brief incident occurred between init]ally offered a lower amount before

AL 1 disputes. mic or translation of his speech. After his speech. The moment was captured the 4.40 and 5.11-minute mark of PM  increasing it following protests by the
minister said. a few seconds, Xinodded in response, in footage shared by Doordarshan. Modi's opening remarks. tribal community.
.

° = = Tal i pl CM, Manik Rao Speak BRS
CPM claims ED has long targeted Pinarayi " ctages mock Assembly in Hyderabad

eoe e ®
Barred Bharat Rashitra Samithi (BRS) legislators staged a mock Assembly at Telangana
lJ ayan ln money aun erlng case Bhavan and replayed House proceedings. The protest was meant to press issues the party said

were being denied a hearing in the Assembly.

M V Govindan said the ED's move against Pinarayi Vijayan in the CMRL case would be opposed. The

Hyderabad(Agency).
row has sharpened a fresh political flashpoint for the CPI(M) in Kerala.

With its legislators barred from the Telangana Assembly for the remainder of the Monsoon
Session, the Bharat Rashtra Samithi (BRS) on Saturday took its political battle outside the
House by staging a mock Assembly at Telangana Bhavan. The symbolic session on
September 12 was organised days after BRS MLAs were suspended following repeated
disruptions in the Assembly. The party said the
mock proceedings were aimed at raising issues
that it alleged were being denied a hearing inside
the House.

TALASANI PLAYS CM, MANIK RAO
TAKES SPEAKER’S CHAIR

The BRS recreated the Assembly proceedings at
i Telangana Bhavan, with Zaheerabad MLA Manik
Rao occupying the Speaker’s chair and former
minister Talasani Srinivas Yadav taking on the role
of Chief Minister. BRS working president K.T. Rama Rao, former minister T. Harish Rao and
other party legislators participated in the proceedings. They used the platform to attack the
Revanth Reddy-led Congress government over governance issues, election promises and
various policies. The mock session also featured political satire, with Talasani taking digs at
the Congress government while playing the role of Chief Minister. He made sarcastic
references to the recent removal of Konda Surekha from the Telangana Cabinet.

party and the LDF had no doubts about the
intentions behind the ED's move, and claimed
that central agencies had been targeting
Opposition leaders across the country. Asked
whether the meeting would adopt any resolution
on the issue, Govindan said the possibility would
be examined. The extended state committee
meeting has been called to discuss ways to
overcome the setbacks suffered by the Left party
after its defeat in the Assembly election this year.
Earlier this week, Vijayan had accused the ED of
targeting him in its money laundering probe into
the CMRL bribery case by now levelling
corruption allegations against him. The ED has
sent a letter to DGP Ravada A Chandrasekhar
seeking registration of an FIR against Vijayan,
Veena, son-in-law Riyas and some others, based
on "evidence'" gathered during its probe and
searches conducted under the Prevention of
Money Laundering Act.

: » Kozhikode.(Agency)
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CPI(M) Kerala state secretary MV Govindan
on Sunday alleged that the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) had been targeting the Left
party and veteran leader Pinarayi Vijayan for
a long time, and said any such move would be
strongly opposed. He was speaking on the
sidelines of the party's three-day extended
state committee meeting.
Govindan said the recent developments were
part of a plan by the ED to target former CM
Vijayan. He was referring to the agency's
recent letter to the state police chief seeking
registration of an FIR under the
Prevention of Corruption Act against
Vijayan, his daughter Veena T and her
husband P A Mohamed Riyas in
connection with the alleged CMRL
bribery case. The CPI(IM) leader said the
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Be answerable

There is something
conspicuously absent from
public life in India:
accountability. Whether an
institution is public or private,
its functionaries are primarily
accountable upwards — to
their organisational hierarchy,
political masters, owners or
regulators. The people who
are supposed to be the
ultimate beneficiaries —
forget constitutional
sovereigns — of public
institutions are usually at the
receiving end. They have little
voice, still less recourse,
when those institutions fail

them.

Education provides
perhaps the starkest
illustration.

For decades, commission
after commission has
recognised that India cannot
become an educated and
equitable society without
substantially increasing public
expenditure on education.
The Kothari Commission
recommended that
expenditure should reach 6%
of GDPR The target was
reiterated by successive
education policies and, most
recently, by the National
Education Rolicy, 2020. Yet it
has never been achieved.
Combined Centre-and-state
expenditure on education has
hovered around 2.8%-2.9%
of GDP since 2015, according
to the parliamentary research
service; the Economic Survey
put it at only 2.7% in 2023-
24,

So much for education
being the foundation of a
knowledge economy, the
pathway to Viksit Bharat!'The
consequences are visible
everywhere. India’s public-
school system, which serves
the overwhelming majority of
children from poorer
households, has been
allowed to deteriorate while
private education has
expanded into a huge, parallel
market. Government policy
increasingly speaks the
language of rationalisation:
schools with small
enrolments are merged or
closed in the name of
efficiency. The education
ministry itself has
parliamentary material
dealing with the closure and
rationalisation of government
schools. But what looks
efficient on an administrative
spreadsheet can be
devastating for a child who
must now travel several
kilometres to attend school —
or simply drop out. The
dropout figures remain
disturbing. According to
UDISE+ 202425, the national
dropout rate was 11.5% at
the secondary level,
compared to 3.5% at the
upper-primary level. And
dropout is only one measure
of failure. A child can remain
enrolled for years and
emerge without acquiring the
most elementary
competencies.

The latest ASER findings
make that uncomfortable
reality impossible to hide. In
rural India, only 23.4% of
Class Ill children could read
a Class ll-level text in 2024.
Among Class V children in
government schools, only
44.8% could do so. There has
been some recovery after the
pandemic, but these figures
still describe an education
system in which a substantial
proportion of children spend
years in school without
acquiring foundational skills.
What happens to these
children when they reach
higher education? They enter
a system increasingly
dominated by degrees,
examinations and credentials
rather than learning. The
result is the grotesque
spectacle of millions
competing for a handful of
jobs while employers
complain that graduates lack
the skills they require. Mercer
| Mettl’s 2025 Graduate Skill
Index found only 42.6% of
Indian graduates who apply
for jobs to be overall
employable. The problem,
then, is not simply
unemployment. It is an
education system that often
fails both the student and the
economy. And yet, who is
accountable? When a school
closes, is the education

minister made accountable to
the parents whose children
must travel farther? When
teachers are absent or posts
remain vacant, who answers
to the children losing their
formative years? When
universities deteriorate,
examinations are
mismanaged or recruitment is
delayed, who bears
responsibility? And when an
examination paper leaks, why
should students have to pay
the price? The recent youth
movement has provided a
remarkable answer: if the
system will not hold itself
accountable, the young will
try to hold it accountable.
What began with outrage
over examination
irregularities and the NEETF
UG 2026 paper leak grew into
a nationwide youth
mobilisation. Protesters
remained at Jantar Mantar for
weeks, demanded the
resignation of the then
education minister,
Dharmendra Pradhan,
supported an indefinite
hunger strike, marched
towards Parliament and
faced baton charges, tear gas
shells, and also pellet guns
from the police. The demand
was strikingly modest:
someone must take
responsibiity. But even that
elementary principle had to
be extracted from the system
through sustained public
pressure. On July 25, after
weeks of protest, Pradhan
resigned. The resignation
was a significant victory
precisely because ministerial
accountability has become so
rare.

Yet we should not mistak e
the resignation for the
solution. A minister leaving
office does not repair a
broken examination system.
It does not rebuild a
government school. It does
not train a teacher, restore a
university or teach a child to
read. Nor does it answer the
larger question: why must
citizens repeatedly take to the
streets before those
entrusted with public
institutions accept
responsibility for their failure?
This is the real issue of public
accountability in education.
Education is not a commodity
that can simply be purchased
by those who can afford it. It
is a public good and a
constitutional instrument of
social transformation. For the
poor, for Dalits, Adivasis,
women and historically
excluded communities, public
education is often the only
route to a life different from
that of their par ents. To allow
its quality to collapse is,
therefore, not merely an
administrative failure. It
reproduces inequalty. Nor can
the answer be to abandon
public education and leave
families to the private market.
A government that closes
schools because they are
‘uneconomical’ while millions
of children remain dependent
upon them has inverted the
meaning of public service.
The efficiency of education
cannot be measured merely by
the number of schools closed,
teachers rationalised or
rupees saved. The measure is
what children learn, whether
they remain in school,
whether they acquire
capabilities, and whether
education expands their
freedom. India has no
shortage of policies,
commissions, committees,
slogans or grand declarations
about becoming a knowledge
superpower. What it lacks is
the most elementary
ingredient of a functioning
democracy: someone
answerable when the promise
is not delivered. The young
people who came onto the
streets have raised a question
much larger than a paper leak.
They have challenged a political
culture in which institutions
answer to their superiors but
not to the people they exist to
serve. That may ultimately be
the mostimportant lesson ofthe
movement. Education does not
merely need more money. It
needs accountability — and
accountability begins when
those who exercise power can
no longer evade responsibility
to those in whose name they
exercise it.

com

When India hosts the 18th
Brics Summitin New Delhi on
September 12 and 13, health
ministers and officials will
speak of resilient systems and
inclusive growth. The test this
year is whether these
deliberations translate into
something concrete. A useful
benchmark for India's 2026
Chairship theme, "Building for
Resilience, Innovation,
Cooperation and
Sustainablity," already exists.

A health system that
reports near-universal
coverage, while failing a
remote village, a migrant
worker, a person with
disability or a household
without internet access, has
achieved coverage on paper
more than resilience in
practice. Real resilience

depends on whether
community have the
standing, training and

resources to act when
systems are under strain, not
only when a crisis draws public
attention.

India's own pandemic
experience illustrates the
point well. Nearly one million
Accredited Social Health
Activists formed the last line
of defence during Covid-19,
conducting household
screening, contact tracing and
risk communication in

conditions that would have
overwhelmed any centralised
system. Their effectiveness
came from institutionalisation:
defined roles, training and
integration into the formal
health architecture.
Community health workers
need to be recognised as
permanent, properly
compensated members of
national health systems.

Brazil's Unified Health
System offers a working model
worth studying alongside
India's. By embedding
community health workers in
Family Health Teams and
giving health councils a formal
role in planning, Brazil has
built a continuous, structural
partnership between the state
and organised communities.
The recommendation for
transparent, continuous,
formally recognised
government-civil society
partnerships draws on this
model.

of health tools does not
automatically produce
inclusion. India's e-Sanjeevani
platform succeeded because
it paired digital tools with
human intermediaries at local
service points, an approach
built for citizens who could not
navigate a digital platform
unaided. Russia has similarly
approached inclusion through

Eiﬁ_: -m- | -

Ak
mobile clinics and

telemedicine hubs for remote
populations. Brazil continues
its reliance on mass
communication channels
where digital literacy remains
low. Brics countries are now
scaling up digital public
infrastructure and artificial
intelligence in health services.
Animportant question is how
well the equity effects of these
tools are being tracked. At
present, Brics has not shared
any approach for measuring
this.

Traditional medicine
presents a related opportunity.
It is practised across every
Brics member state, yet its
formal integration remains
constrained by uneven
evidence standards,
inconsistent practitioner
regulation and the need for

stronger protection against
the unauthorised
commercialisation of
community knowledge. India's
Traditional Knowledge Digital
Library and its AYUSH systems
take on the commercialisation
risk directly. Similarly, South
Africa's statutory registration
of traditional health
practitioners under its
Category E framework
provides a working template
for addressing the
practitioner-regulation gap
that exists in several TM
systems globaly. This, along
with South Africa's Ubuntu-
based approach that treats
communities as partners in
setting research priorities,
shows that credible models
already exist. What remains is
converting these parallel
national efforts into joint Brics

-rom dialogue to delivery: Brics must put
munities at the centre of health cooperation

research, shared
documentation standards and
stronger safeguards.

This is why Brics needs a
platform to map community
health initiatives, set voluntary
standards for recognising
effective models, fund joint
pilots and enable cross-
country exchange. This would
provide a functioning channel
for evidence to move between
member states, instead of
being separately reinvented. A
joint early-warning
mechanism, a Health
Resilience Cooperation
Centre, mental health
cooperation and cross-Brics
work on healthy longevity are
the building blocks this
platform would need to
function.

None of this is sustainable,
though, without addressing
how the organisations doing
this work are funded and
whether that funding is
sustainable.

Turning this agenda into
practice will require more than
just continued dialogue. A
financing pathway for civil-
society health cooperation,
potentially including a grant
mechanism through the New
Development Bank, along with
a clearer timeline for
establishing the civil-society
learning platform is required.

Carrying it forward now
depends on follow-through —
the quality that turns a well-
intentioned statement into a
working framework.

Brics countries share the
same hard problems: large
rural populations, unequal
access to specialists, rising
non-communicable disease,
mental health needs, climate-
related health risks and
strained public financing. They
do not share the same
solutions. A functioning
knowledge network would let
member states learn from
what already works instead of
repeatedly rediscovering it.
Resilience, innovation,
cooperation and sustainability
need not remain four separate
principles. In health, they
converge on a simple
proposition: resilient systems
require resilient communities,
and resilient communities
require institutions through
which their knowledge and
capacties can shape policy.

What the September
Summit can offer is a sense
of direction — and the
mechanisms, financing, and
evidence needed to turn this
agenda to mature into
sustained cooperation, so that
communities inform policy and
successful health innovations
travel across Brics borders.

Sir Salman got his
surname from the Arabic
word Rushdi, meaning
“mature” or “wise”. His life,
however, suggests that this
otherwise brilliant novelist has
often been anything but
mature or wise. And now, he
can be accused of being
economical with the truth —
or, worse, of peddling
falsehoods and distortions.

There he was, in an
interview recently, being
asked about the RSS chief’s
recent visit to New York. The
framing of the questions was
disturbingly biased. The
anchor began by describing
the RSS as “a Hindu nationalist
organisation” that has been
“described as a far-right
paramilitary organisation
accused of committing human
rights violations”.

A far-right paramilitary
organisation? Really?

But Salman Rushdie, far
from being perturbed by this
description, wentonto add a
sweeping comparison of his
own: “It is unfortunately the
case that a lot of Indian
Americans” here he
paused to add — “Hindu
Americans are attracted to the
idea of Hindu nationalism. You
can compare it, if you want,
to the way in which Irish
Americans used to support the
IRA” The comparison is
extraordinarily reckless. The
Irish Republican Army, during
the Troubles (from the late
1960s to 1998), carried out
thousands of armed actions,

shootings and bombings. In
1972 alone, the Provisional
IRA reportedly carried out
more than a thousand bomb
attacks. Over three decades,
London was repeatedly
targeted with explosives.
Encyclopaedia Britannica
estimates that the Provisional
IRA killed about 1,800 people
between 1969 and 1994,
including about 600 civilians.

To equate support for the
RSS among Hindu Americans
with Irish-American support
for the IRA is therefore an
extremely irresponsible
comparison. But Rushdie’s
distortions did not stop there.
When asked whether the
“secular India” in which he
“grew up in a secular Muslim
family” was gone forever, he
replied: “Forever is a long
time.”

So, “is secular India
retrievable”?

Sir Salman responded: “I
am very impressed by young
people in India. Enormously
impressed by the women who
are refusing the kind of
limitations on the way women
are supposed to behave.”

Itis a suitably progressive-
sounding response, but it
sidesteps truth, again. Large
numbers of young Indians,
including women, have
repeatedly voted for the BJP
since 2014. Perhaps Rushdie’s
view of contemporary Bharat
is increasingly shaped by the
‘secular, ‘liberal’ and elitist
circles in which he now
lives.Rushdie then accused

des Deutschen
Buchhandels
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi
of being “in part responsible”

for the 2002 post-Godhra
Guijarat violence. Even more
disturbing was the disdain he
appeared to show for the
country’s democratic and legal
institutions. He said: “Many of
us suspect that the leadership
of Gujarat, one of the big

states of India— and he was
the chief minister — that the

Hindu leadership of the state
was involved in encouraging
what became a murderous
momentin the life of the state.

I mean, look, we have to say
that he was exonerated, but
what does that mean, and
who did the exoneration?”

Sir Salman, India’s highest
court has dealt with
allegations concerning Modi’s
role in the Gujarat violence.
One is entitled to question a
political leader, of course. But
casually casting doubt on the
legitimacy of judicial findings
merely because they do not
conform to one’s suspicions is
a different matter altogether.
But then, that is Rushdie for

Salman Rushdie strikes agam t|s time In“S

you. Over the years,
particularly since his years in
hiding following the Iranian

fatwa, he appears to have
become increasingly selective
in his application of truth and

liberalism.

He readily calls out
fundamentalism, but his
rhetoric can seem markedly
sharper when directed at
what he regards as Hindutva
than when confronting
Islamism. Perhaps experience
has taught him caution. Calling
out Islamist extremism can
carry terrible consequences;
Rushdie himself knows that
better than almost anyone
alive. Attacking Hindutva, by
comparison, carries a very
different kind of risk in the
Western intellectual circles he
inhabits. Maybe this writer is
being too scathing about
Rushdie. After all, he seems
to be merely following a
familiar ‘liberal’ playbook.
Consider Gopalkrishna
Gandhi’s article in an Indian
daily in August 2022, shortly
after Rushdie was stabbed in

New York. While examining the
Rushdie stabbing, Gandhi
seemed oblivious to the
attacker’s identity — the writer
didn’t mention even once why
the novelist was attacked, who
the attacker was, or why
Rushdie was forced to stay
under cover for years despite
issuing several apologies.
Instead, he invoked Mahatma
Gandhi’'s assassination by a
Hindu in 1948. His verdict
became intriguingly
problematic when he wrote,
“The attack on Rushdie comes
from the same source?”
Rushdie’s latest warning
about the RSS and “Hindu
nationalism” appears to follow
a similar Left-'liberal’ pattern:
first, minimise or qualify the
ideological dimensions of
Islamist violence; then, when
the violence becomes
impossible to ignore, search
for an equivalent within Hindu
nationalism. So much so that
it has now begun to look less
like a principled intellectual
position and more like the
behaviour of a man barking up
the one tree that never bit
him, while carefully avoiding
the forest of blades that cost
him an eye and left him
grievously wounded. Perhaps
Rushdie understands better
than most the consequences
of taking on a real ideological
bully. The temptation, then, is
obvious: retain the moral high
ground by confronting the
safer adversary. This way he
retains his ‘progressive’ halo
without inviting any fatal injury

y-man’ style

to himself. It's like a
traumatised person avoiding
the bully while lecturing those
from whom he expects no
comparable retaliation.
Writers like Ayaan Hirsi Ali
have described this
phenomenon as the “fear-
shaped silence” that hangs
over critiques of Islamism.
Rushdie may not be totally
silent, but he is certainly
cautious, careful to look for
the safer target while framing

his criticisms of Islamism
within layers of diplomatic
phrasing. He is well aware,
better than anyone else, of the
one ideology that puts a global
contract on life that never gets

revoked. In his memoir Joseph
Anton, Rushdie recalls the
moment in 1989 when
Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini
issued the fatwa against him.
A BBC reporter telephoned
and asked how it felt to know

that he had just been
sentenced to death. It was a
sunny Tuesday in London, but
Rushdie had never felt the
world so dark. “It doesn't feel

good,” he replied, though
inwardly he thought, “I'm a

dead man.” Perhaps a part of
Salman Rushdie did die that
day. Maybe the rebel part. As
the saying goes, you either die
a hero, or live long enough to
see yourself become the
villain. Sadly, Rushdie, the
rebel, has lived long enough
to become a sort of Left-
‘liberal’ clown. And he has
done it again — in a “Silly-
man” style.

5 Years of Gooc
Hub Undert

Gandhinagar September
12, 2026: September 13,
2026, marks the completion
of five years of good
governance under Chief
Minister Shri Bhupendra Patel.
Over the past five years,
Guijarat has achieved several
milestones in development,
with its progress in the
semiconductor sector
standing out as a significant
accomplishment. Advancing
towards Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi’s vision of
establishing India as areliable
partner in the global
semiconductor supply chain,
Gujarat is emerging as a
leading semiconductor hub in
the country.

Investments Exceed
$13.66 Billion in Gujarat’s
Semiconductor Sector -
Gujarat has attracted
investments worth over
US$13.66 billion in the

semiconductor sector Of the
12 semiconductor projects
approved by the Government
of India, six are located in
Gujarat. This reflects not only
the scale of investment but
also Gujarat’s growing
capabilities in semiconductor
manufacturing, assembly,
testing, packaging, design
and research.

A Comprehensive
Semiconductor Ecosystem
Developing from Sanand to
Dholera - Sanand and
Dholera are emerging as key
hubs of Gujarat’'s
semiconductor ecosystem.
Micron Technology’s state-of-
the-art ATMP facility for
DRAM and NAND memory
chipsis already operational at
commercial scale in Sanand.
In addition, state-of-the-art
OSAT facilities by CG Power,
Renesas and Stars
Microelectronics, along with

Governance: Gujarat Emerges as
e Leadership of Chief Minister Shri Bhupendra Patel

Kaynes Semicon’s high-end
chip packaging-based OAT
facility, are operational at
commercial scale in Sanand.
Guijarat is thus developing
comprehensive capabilities
across chip manufacturing,
assembly, testing and
packaging. Tata Electronics is
building India’s first
commercial semiconductor
fab in Dholera, where CMOS
logic chips using 110 to 28-
nanometre process nodes will
be manufactured. Dholera is
also  witnessing the
development of India’s first
commercial mini and micro-
LED display fabrication and
packaging unit by Crystal
Matrix. In Surat, Suchi
Semicon is expanding from
small-scale production to a
full-fledged OSAT facility.
World-Class
Infrastructure and Investor-
Friendly Policy - The Dholera

Special Investment Region is
being equipped with world-
class infrastructure for the
semiconductor industry,
including large land parcels,
reliable power and water
supply, plug-and-play
facilities, and connectivity to
ports, airports, expressways
and the Delhi-Mumbai
Industrial Corridor. These
facilities are making Dholera
an attractive destination for
semiconductor investment.
The Government of Gujarat
has also announced special
incentives for the
semiconductor sector,
including 40% additional
capital investment assistance
over and above the Central
Government’s CAPEX
support, a 75% subsidy on
the initial 200 acres of land
required for the FAB project,
100% reimbursement of
stamp duty and registration

fees, and a power tariff
subsidy of ?2 per unit for 10
years. These measures
reflect Gujarat’s investor-
friendly approach to
semiconductor development.

Strengthening  Skill
Development and Research
Alongside Semiconductor
Growth - Under the leadership
of Chief Minister Shri
Bhupendra Patel, Gujarat has
focused not only on attracting
semiconductor investments
but also on developing the
required skill ecosystem.
PDEU, in collaboration with
Micron Technology, is
developing an ATMP training
centre. A ‘ChipIN’ extension
centre and a Centre of
Excellence are being
established at GTU to train
students in VLSI design and
the complete chip design
process. India’s first UHP
welding training programme

ndia’s Semiconductor

for the semiconductor
industry has been launched at
Dholera ITI. A ‘SAMARTH’
centre for advanced
semiconductor manufacturing
research and training has also
been established at IIT
Gandhinagar in collaboration
with MeitY and DST Guijarat.

A New Technological
Chapter in  Gujarat’s
Development Journey - Aligned
with Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi’s vision of
‘Atmanirbhar Bharat’ and ‘Viksit
Bharat, Gujarat’s progress in
the semiconductor sector marks
a significant achievement during
Chief Minister Shri Bhupendra
Patel's tenure. India, once
dependent on global supply
chains for semiconductors, is
now developing domestic
manufacturing capabilities inthe
sector, with Gujarat playing a
leading role in this
transformation.
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India and the strange new geometry of power in West Asia

The Mecca Joint Defence
Agreement, concluded on
August 7, was formally
institutionalised as the Mecca
Defence Alliance on August 31
at the inaugural meeting of
the Strategic Political and
Defence Committee in
Istanbul. Attended by the
foreign and defence ministers
as well as the chiefs of
general staff of Saudi Arabia,
Pakistan, and Turkey, the
meeting decided to establish
a permanent secretariat in
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, to be
headed by a Pakistani
nominee as Secretary-
General for an initial three-
yearterm.

The joint statement issued

at the end of the meeting
highlighted that the three
countries will support de-
escalation and restraintin the
region, uphold collective
deterrence and defence, and
enhance their defence
capabilities and armed forces'
cohesion through robust
cooperation in defence
industries and the joint
production of technologies.
The meeting, inter estingly, did
not dwell on the “attack on
one is an attack on all”
principle, shifting the focus

instead to institutional
cooperation and de-
escalation.

Turkey took the lead in
convening the meeting, keen

to leverage Saudi capital to
co-fund the development of its
fifth-generation stealth fighter,
KAAN, as well as its “Steel
Dome” air-defence
architecture, modelled on
Israel’'s Iron Dome. Itis keen
to become a dominant player
in arms exports, with its sales
already exceeding $10 billion
in 2025. Yet another reason
for Turkey to join the
agreement is its increasing
confrontation with Israel.
However, the Joint
Agreement spurred Greece to
conclude a massive $300
billion arms deal with Israel
last week. Under the deal,
Israel will supply the ‘Achilles
Shield; a multi-layered air and

missile defence network.
Besides counterbalancing
Turkey in the Eastern
Mediterranean, this
partnership helps Israel
bolster its standing within the

European Union amid growing
friction with France, Germary,

and the UK over settlement
expansion in the West Bank,
particularly Israel’s recent
move to tender construction

for the E1 project, which

would physically split the West
Bank in two and sever it from

East Jerusalem.

Saudi Arabia’s relations
with Turkey were severely
strained from 2011 onwards
due to differing viewpoints on
the Arab Spring. This was
followed by Turkey’s strong
support for Qatar during the
2017 boycott by Saudi Arabia
and the UAE. The relations hit
rock bottom in 2018 after
Turkey exposed details of
Jamal Khashoggi's killing at
the Saudi Consulate in
Istanbul, resulting in an
unofficial Saudi embargo on
Turkish trade.

But in September 2019,
when Saudi oil facilities in the
Eastern Province suffered
massive strikes, claimed by
the Houthis but linked to Iran,
it was a jolt for Riyadh when
President Trump offered no
military response. This spurred
a Saudi rapprochement with
Turkey starting in 2021,
coinciding with Turkey’s acute

currency depreciation and
economic distress. By 2023,
Saudi Arabia broadened its
defence acquisitions from
Ankara, signing major deals
for combat drones and
initiating local co-production.

Riyadh’s motivation to
conclude the Mecca
Agreement represents a
deliberate hedge against US
military supply-chain delays,
as is the case now, and the
potential threat of Western

arms cutoffs in the event of

an escalating conflictinvolving
Israel. For both Pakistan and
Saudi Arabia, which concluded
a Strategic Mutual Defence
Agreement (SMDA) last
September, within ten days of
Israel's airstrikes on Doha, the
tripartite Mecca Alliance
represents the addition of
Turkey. With Ankara, Pakistan
has maintained a longstanding
security relationship dating
back to the Baghdad Pact in
the 1950s — rechristened as
CENT (the Central Treaty
Organization) in 1959 — which
eventually collapsed following
the 1979 Islamic Revolution in
Iran, one of its founding

members.

The Alliance further
cements Pakistan’s defence
relationship with Saudi Arabia
spanning more than 65 years.
Historically, this partnership
has been grounded in
Pakistani military manpower,
training, and operational

expertise in exchange for
Saudi financial support,
subsidised oil, and diplomatic
backing. Under the 1982
bilateral security agreement,
up to 15,000 Pakistani troops
were stationed in Saudi
Arabia. That pact was never
made public, but it
encompassed an external
defensive role for Pakistan.
Thus, in addition to continuing
to leverage Saudi financing,
the Alliance enables Pakistan
to gain institutional access to
Turkish defence technology.

The Turkish Foreign
Minister singled out Egypt as
a prime candidate to join the
Alliance, mentioning that
Bangladesh and Syria could
also be considered for future
expansion once institutional
frameworks are finalised.
However, although Egypt
participated in all the
preparatory meetings leading
up to the signing of the Mecca
Joint Agreement, it decided
against joining due to its
commitments to Greece and
Cyprus, where its positions
are diametrically opposed to
Turkey’'s, as well as a
reluctance to risk its security
coordination in the Sinai under
the Egypt-Israel Peace Treaty.
These strategic constraints
are not going to disappear
anytime soon.

While the Israeli
government has maintained
silence, the overwhelming

unofficial reaction is that the
Alliance is aimed at Israel. This
will not only preclude the UAE
and Bahrain from joining the
pact, but will also postpone
Saudi Arabia’s potential
normalisation with Israel,
which President Trump has
long sought to cement as part
of his diplomatic legacy.
Further, it will significantly
dilute the cohesion, relevance,
and centrality of the Gulf
Cooperation Council’s existing
security framework, as none
of the remaining three GCC
countries, Qatar, Oman, and
Kuwait, is likely to join, each
for its own compelling
reasons. These three states
cannot afford hostile relations
with Iran due to their
vulnerable geography and
mutual economic interests,
even though the Agreement
was prima facie welcomed by
Tehran as a sign of declining
US influence in the region. It
is possible, though, that the
Alliance may expand by
creating categories such as
observers and dialogue
partners. Notwithstanding the
adoption of Article 5 of the
NATO Treaty, which states that
“attack on one is an attack on
all", the security perceptions
of Saudi Arabia, Turkey, and
Pakistan are distinct and
largely confined to their
immediate regions, unlike
NATO. Even in the 77-year
history of NATO, Article 5 was

invoked only once, after the 9/

11 attacks in the US. Further,
despite their 1982 Bilateral
Security Agreement, when
Saudi Arabia explicitly asked
Pakistan to join its coalition
forces to fight the Houthis in

Yemen in 2015, Pakistan
declined; nor did it involve

itself when Iranian strikes hit

Saudi facilities despite its
SMDA of last Sptember.
Saudi Arabia does not need
this alliance to safeguard its
Red Sea maritime traffic from
the Houthis, as it has already
established a 14-country
coalition for that purpose, in

which both Pakistan and
Turkey are members. On
balance, it appears that the
Alliance is essentially what it
claims to be as of now: an
added layer of deterrence and
a platform to expand defence-
industrial cooperation and
technology co-production,
leveraging Saudi capital and
Turkey’s military-industrial
advancement. Even as this
new axis takes shape, Saudi
Arabia’s foundational security
reliance on Washington will
remain intact for the

foreseeable future. While
India need not be alarmed, it

will be vital to track the

progress of the Alliance
closely, further deepen the
strategic partnership with

Saudi Arabia, and expand
diplomatic engagement with
Turkey.

Bishkek o Brics: Inaia’s diplomatic p

Shanghai Cooperation
Organization (SCO)
celebrated its quarter-century,
with Kyrgyzstan hosting the
latest summit in its capital,
Bishkek, on August 31-
September 1. Anchored
around the theme of “25 years
of the SCO: Together for
Sustainable Peace,
Development and Prosperity",
the summit reviewed the past
progress and looked forward
to the future when it hoped
that this trans-regional
plurilateral grouping would
scale new heights.

With major leaders of the
region attending, such as
President Xi Jinping, President
Vladimir Putin, and Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, the
Bishkek conference sent out
important signals to the world
atlarge. They were indicative
of the grouping’s inner
dynamics as well as of its
complex relationship with the
West. The Bishkek Declaration
was no doubt the most
substantive and
comprehensive document
among the over two dozen
agreements signed. Some of
its key elements deserve a
close examination, especially
in India, as New Delhi begins
giving final touches to the
preparations  for its
forthcoming Brics summit,
scheduled for September 12-
13. How an organisation views
itself is important in
understanding and
deciphering it. The SCO
asserts that it has successfully
passed the historical stages of
mechanism-building and
conceptual shaping and has
now emerged as “an
internationally recognised and
rapidly developing multilateral
organisation, with an
increasingly important role in
international and regional
affairs.” Having started with
five members, known as the
“Shanghai Fiwe”, the group
now comprises 10 fullmember
states, two observer states,
and 15 dialogue partner
states. As President Putin
pointed out in his speech, the

SCO has now decided that all
current observer and dialogue
partners will receive “partner
status.” The declaration
asserts thatthe SCOis “anon-
military political group” which
does not target any country or
international organisation, and
that it operates “on the
principles of openness, non-
interference in internal affairs,
equality, and mutual trust.”
That does not signify that all
its members have attained
complete internal coherence.
Far from it. A blend of
competition, contestation and
conflict marks interstate
relations in Eurasia, especially
when it comes to China-
Russia, India-China, India-
Pakistan, and even intra-
Central Asia relations. In spite
of this, howev er, the grouping
has progressed rather well,
holding its summits regularly
and strengthening its
institutions, thereby
confirming that collective
interests provide the
necessary ballast to it.

SCO remains strongly
committed to forging solidarity
and cooperation through its
Development Strategy for the
next 10 years (2026—-2035), as
well as to sustainable
development. Once again, it
affirmed its faith in the
“Shanghai Spirit” of mutual
trust, mutual benefi t, equality,
consultation, respect for
diverse civilisations, and
seeking common
development. Its endeavour to
establish a development bank
appears to be gaining ground.
Among its other goals,
mention may be made of
reform of the global
governance system, support
for the peaceful resolution of
differences and disputes
between nations, coordinated
response to both traditional
and non-traditional security
challenges, and conducting
dialogue based on the concept
of “One Earth, One Home, One
Future”.

Demonstrating diplomatic
courage and pragmatism, the
declaration expressed “deep
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concern” over the Gulf conflict,
condemned military strikes on
Iran, reaffirmed support for its
sovereignty and territorial
integrity, and criticised the US
and Israel (without naming
them) for violating the
principles of international law
and the UN Charter. The
document also expressed the
members’ condolences over
the death of the Supreme
Leader of Iran, Ali Khamenei.
Besides, it advocated resolving
the conflict through political
and diplomatic means i.e.,
through dialogue and
diplomacy. Conveying its
indirect support to Iran, it also
advocated the “inalienable
right” of the SCO member
states to develop atomic
energy for peaceful purposes.

This part of the Bishkek
Declaration is highly relevant
to the current negotiations
among the Brics Sherpas,
engaged in crafting an
acceptable draft for the Delhi
Declaration. In this sense, the
SCO summit has shown the
way. By shifting its position
and agreeing to these complex
compromises, India may have
prepared well the ground for
producing a common
formulation among the
members of Brics, three of
which — Iran, UAE, and Saudi
Arabia — have been directly
involved in the Gulf war.

This apart, there are at
least four other important
takeaways for India from the
Bishkek summit.

One, India made a strong
pitch for combating terrorism,
with PM Modi mincing no
words in his call to “dismantle
the entire ecosystem of
terrorism financing,
recruitment, radicalisation,

3 shifting wor

and safe havens”. He strongly
urged fellow members to
speak with “one v oice”, making
it clear that there can be “no
place for double standards on
this serious issue” Clearly,
New Delhi's efforts were
notably successful. The
declaration contains five
paragraphs focused on
countering terrorism,
including the formulation that
the SCO opposes “double
standards regarding
terrorism”. However,
realistically speaking, India
need not expect too much
from the SCO on this score,
given the China-Pakistan axis
and lack of evidence about any
significant change in Pakistan’s
policy so far. On the other
hand, it should be noted that
Pakistan is the next chair of
the SCO and will host the next
summitin 2027. New Delhi will
closely watch Pakistan’s
approach on cross-border
terrorism and other related
matters and then calibrate its
role and contribution to
various SCO activities,
including the level of India’s
representation at the next
summit. Two, PM Modi also
articulated India’s interest in
forging “strong and reliable
connectivity” with the region,
especially Central Asia. This
alone will help connect
markets, facilitate trade, and
open new avenues for
development. But, given the
physical connectivity deficit for
India, it must focus on
alternatives such as
simplifying customs
procedures, promoting digital
documentation and making
logistics networks more
efficient. In principle, the SCO
is willing, but indications are

( order

that progress in this domain
will be gradual. On China’s
Beltand Road Initiative (BRI),
India continues to be an
outlier within the SCO.

Three, India remains
keen to ensure that SCO
cooperation is not confined to
governments alone, and that
its benefits reach the people.
PM Modi praised the host
nation, Kyrgyzstan, for laying
a special emphasis on youth
engagement, an idea that
India promoted during its
chairship through Start-ups
Forum, Young Authors’
Conclave, and Young
Scientists’ Forum. The
grouping has also given its
green signal for India hosting
the SCO Civilizational
Dialogue Forum later in 2026.

Four, the SCO has 29
chartered bodies such as the
Council of Heads of State,
and over 40 working
mechanisms of interaction in
diverse fields. Now that the
group has chosen to add
English as a working
language and has shown
signs of taking interest in
Africa, the SCO becomes
even more relevant to India.
Our investment in terms of
personnel and financial
resources may need to be
increased. All in all, the
Bishkek summit has been
beneficial for India’s interests.
It may be somewhat less
consequential to India than
three other plurilaterals like
Brics, Quad, and G20, but
India has a reason to value its
membership and role in the
SCO, as viewed from multiple
perspectives. In the grouping’s
future trajectory, India is
certain to leave a mark of its
own.

Government will take appropriate decision
regarding crop failure: Rishikesh Patel

Will you declare drought or not, Opposition in the Assembly
took the government to task over the farmers' issue

Gandhinagar

Today is the last day of
the monsoon session of the
Gujarat Legislative
Assembly. Today, the
important Gujarat Rent Bill,
Gujarat Ease of Doing
Business and the
Amendment Bill to prevent
fragmentation of agricultural
land in Gujarat and its
consolidation will be
introduced. Before this, the
Question Hour was held.
During this, there were
gquestions and answers
between the ruling party and
the opposition on the issue
of lack of rain and crop
damage of farmers.

MLA Gopal Italia said that
during Vijay Rupani's tenure
as Chief Minister a circular
was issued stating that
drought could be declared if
there was no rain for four
consecutive weeks and
when there was no rain in
some talukas for four
weeks, he questioned the

 Years of Good Governance: Under the Leadership of Chigf Minister Shi
Bhupenara Patel, Gujarat Set to Become India’s Leading ‘Data Centre Hub'

Gandhinagar Chief Minister Shri Bhupendra Patel completes
five years of Good Governance on 13 September 2026. During
this period, the State Government has taken several steps to
improve education and expand opportunities for students
through technology and innovation. Building on the initiatives
launched by Shri Narendra Modi as the then Chief Minister of
Guijarat, educational facilities and opportunities in school and
higher education have been further expanded under the
leadership of Chief Minister Shri Bhupendra Patel.

Namo Lakshmi’ Yojana: Over 25 Lakh Girl Students Receive

More Than 72,110 Crore in Financial Assistance - Under the

‘Namo Lakshmi’ Yojana, launched in 2024 under the leadership

of Chief Minister Shri Bhupendra Patel, financial assistance is

being provided to girl students pursuing higher secondary
education to support them in continuing their studies. Since

the scheme was launched, more than 25 lakh girl students
have received financial assistance amounting to over 72,110
crore. The implementation of the scheme has also led to a
significant increase in the number of girls pursuing higher

secondary education.“Additionally, under the Namo Saraswati
Vigyan Sadhana Yojana, more than 3.54 lakh students have

received financial assistance

of ?290 crore from 2024-25 till

date. Under the Mukhyamantri Gyan Sadhana Merit Scholarship
Yojana, more than ?176 crore in financial assistance has been

provided from 2023-24 till date.

13,353 New Classrooms Constructed under Mission Schools
of Excellence - The National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 has

been effectively implemented across Gujarat. Under the ‘Mission
Schools of Excellence) 13,353 new classrooms, 21,000
computer labs, 1,09,000 smart classrooms and 5,000 STEM
labs have been completed so far. I n the 2024 recruitment driv e,
9,400 Shikshan Sahaaks (Teaching Assistant)and 470
principals were recruited in government and non-government
aided secondary and higher secondary schools. In addition,
2,230 existing teachers were recruited/transferred. In 2026-
27, approval has been granted for 200 new composite schools,
95 new government secondary schools and 3 new higher
secondary schools.*In 2026, the 24th edition of Kanya Kelavani

Mahotsav and Shala Praveshotsav was organised. The ‘No
Detention Policy’ has been abolished in all schools across the

state, and the income limit for admission to Class 1 under the

RTE has been increased. From Reducing Dropouts to Inclusive

Education - In 2001-02, the dropout rate from Classes 1 to 8
was 37.22 percent, which declined to 2.35 percent in 2024-25.

An Al-based Early Warning System (EWS) has been

implemented for the early identification of potential dropouts.
Through this system, approximately 1,68,000 students have
been identified so far and guided to complete their education.

government about whether
drought would be declared
in such areas. In response,
Minister Hrishikesh Patel

said that the state
government takes action as
per the Drought

Management Manual of the
Government of India and a
decision regarding drought
will be taken based on that.
Government will take
appropriate decision
regarding crop failure:
Rishikesh Patel

MLA Vimal Chudasama
demanded waiver of
farmers' loans in areas
where crops failed due to
lack of rain. In response,
Parliamentary Minister
Rishikesh Patel said that
Vimalbhai's question is
correct and no interest is
charged on loans given to
farmers, while the
government will take
appropriate decision
regarding crop failure.

Shortage in some
districts of Saurashtra,
Kutch and North Gujarat:
Amit Chavda

On this issue, Congress
MLA Amit Chavda pointed out
the possibility of sending a
wrong message to the
people regarding interest
waiver and said that loan
waiver is available only in
cases of NPA. According to
the government's statement,
as of September 3, 2026,
the total average rainfall of
the season has been
94.43%, but there is a
shortage of rainfall in some
districts of Saurashtra,
Kutch and North Gujarat; In
addition to the shortage of
rainfall, there is a decision-
making process regarding
drought based on scientific
parameters such as
cultivation, NDVI, soil
moisture and groundwater.

An investment of
approximately 19.36 lakh
crore can be made in the
data center sector:

Today in Modhwadia

House, Congress's Amit
Chavda and Shailesh
Parmar asked questions
about the number, status,
applications received and
potential investment of data
centers in Gujarat. In
response, Technology
Minister Arjun Modhwadia
said that India has only 2
percent capacity in the data
center sector compared to
the world, while Gujarat
currently has approximately
1.5 gigawatts of data center
capacity. A total of 19
applications have been
received to set up data
centers. There is a
possibility of an investment
of approximately ?19.36 lakh
crore in the data center
sector through these
projects.

Regarding the 'Ease of
Doing Business' Bill in the
Assembly Congress MLA
Shailesh Parmar had
guestioned the government
that despite the fact that 9
departments including the
Industries Department and
Urban Development are
involved, on the basis of
which rule the bill has been
introduced through only one
department? What is the
relevance of combining
various sectors including
employment, urban
development, shopkeepers
and medical in a single bill
and on the basis of which
rule the amendments were
brought in the 9
departments. He said that
how can amendments be
made in such a way in laws
that have become laws with
the approval of the Governor
and the President, when
departments like tourism
and transport are not even
mentioned in the bill. In
response, Parliamentary
Minister Hrishikesh Patel
clarified that the bill has
been introduced through a
single department by linking
all the relevant departments
and getting their permission.

So that people do not
have to face the pressure of
different government offices
to do business. BJP MLA
Ramanlal Vora said that
Shailesh Parmar's words
were correct and said that
the bill was introduced
through a single department
to save the time of the
House and supported the bill.
While Kirit Patel mentioned
Rule 127-A and said that
despite the provision, the
purpose of the bill should be
one, but this bill includes
different purposes.
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Threat to blow up schools in Assembly,
Gandhinagar Court, Anmedabad

'IPhone-Android batteries will explode in BRICS
Pragati Maidan, BRICS countries should not help India’

Ahmedabad

Gujarat Assembly,
Gandhinagar Court and
schools in Ahmedabad have
received bomb threats today,
September 10. The
threatening email, which read
'‘Gujarat will speak Khalistan
Zindabaal', was sent at 1:11
pm inthe schooland 2:11 pm
in the court. Howev er, during
the security check by the dog
squad and police, no
suspicious object was found in
the assembly and the
assembly proceedings started
as usual and on time.

Ahmedabad's Zydus
School in Vejalpur, DPS in
Bopal and Udgam School in
Thaljet received an email
threatening to blow up the
school. After which the
parents were instructed to
immediately take their
children home. Due to which
there was a panic among the
parents. As soon as the bomb
threat email was received, the
bomb squad, fire department,
police and 108 ambulance
team also reached Zydus
School and instructions were
given toimmediately evacuate
the school. However, no
suspicious object was found
from there either.

Students were dismissed
from Zydus School.

As soon as the Zydus
School received the threat,
the students of the morning

shift were immediately
dismissed. Parents were
instructed to take their children
by sending a message. So,
the parents also rushed to the
school amidst the atmosphere
of fear and took their children
home. While the afternoon
shiftis going on as usual. DEO
Rohit Chaudhary said that all
the schools have been asked
to check if they have received
an email regarding the threat.
The school in which the email
has been received will have to
inform the police. Schools
have been ordered to take the
children out of the school
safely and cooperate with the
police in the investigation.
'The afternoon shift is
regular at Udgam School'
Piyush Shah, the parent of
a student who came to pick
up his child at Zydus School,
said that there is so much fear
on the faces of every parent
right now. If their children are
studying here, itis a given that
someone could be killed by an
explosion anywhere at any
time. There had been one or
two such bomb threats before.
On the other hand,
Dhimantbhai Choksi, the
admin head of Udgam School
in Thaltej, said that this is the
second or third time such
threats have been received.
The security agencies had
investigated. The morning
shift has been declared a

holiday. And the afternoon
shiftis still regular.

Gandhinagar court in
turmoil after receiving threat

The District and Sessions
Courtin Gandhinagar has been
in turmoil after receiving a
serious threat to blow it up
with a bomb today. A
threatening email was sent by
unknown anti-social elements
in the morning. As soon as this
email was received, there was
panic among the judges,
lawyers, clients and all the
employees present in the
court complex. As part of
security, the entire court
premises was immediately
evacuated and lawyers and
citizens came out at a safe
distance.

No objectionable item
found at Zydus School The
bomb squad team has left
Zydus School. No
objectionable object has been
found. 'This is the second or
third time | have received this
threat'

Dhimantbhai Choksi, the
admin head of Udgam School,
said that this is the second or
third time that such a threat
has been received. Security
agencies have investigated.
The morning shift has been
declared a holiday. And the
afternoon shift is continuing
regularly.

Threatening mail came
from outside the country:
Gandhinagar SP

Regarding the threat to
blow up the Gandhinagar
Assembly Gandhinagar SP
Ravi Teja said that a
threatening e-mail was
received ataround 8 am. The
police give reports about the
assembly every day and the
checking of the assembly
premises was completed
before 9 am today. No
suspicious object was found
during the investigation and
the assembly session started
as usual.

Strict fire safety rules
announced for Ganesh Pandals

Permission will not be granted without fire
extinguisher, fire NOC mandatory for Bappa's Pandals

Ahmedabad

A joint meeting was
organized by the Ahmedabad
Municipal Corporation's Fire
Department and Police
Department regarding the
safety and public security of
devotees visiting Ganpati
pandals for the upcoming
Ganpati festival. Guidelines on
fire safety prepared by the
AMC's Fire and Emergency
Team have been issued.

In view of the upcoming
holy festival of Ganesh
Chaturthi, Ahmedabad Fire
and Emergency Services
(AFES) has issued strict fire
safety guidelines for Ganesh
pandals to be set up in the city.
To prevent any accidental fire
or stampede during the
festival, it will be mandatory
for every organizer to keep
sufficient approved fire
extinguishers in the pavilion.
Along with this, any kind of
permanent or fixed partition
inside the pandal has been
completely prohibited, so that
devotees can easil exitin case
of emergency.

2 emergency exits in
opposite directions mandatory

According to the order
issued by the administration,
all the movement routes of the
pandal will have to be kept
wide and open so that people
can easily and safely exitin any
emergency situation. Apart
from this, it will be mandatory
to have at least two
‘emergency exits' (emergency
exit routes) in each pavilion. As

per the security criteria, these
two exit gates need to be facing
each other, i.e. in opposite
directions, so that if there is an
obstacle on one side, the
devotees can safely exit from
the other side.

Photo notary and self-
declaration on ?300 stamp
mandatory

Apart from the fire
department, the organizers will
have to strictly follow all the
instructions given by the local
police station, traffic police and
the relevant departments of
the municipal corporation and
obtain separate approval and
NOC. The organizers will have
to get a photo notarized on a
?300 stamp paper and submit
a self-declaration (self-
declaration) in the prescribed
format to the fire department.
Only after this process is
completed, the pandal will be
given separate identification/
recognition by the fire
department. Strict legal action
will be taken against the
pandals violating the rules.

Keeping in mind public
safety and security, the
organizer of every Ganesh
Pandal in the city will have to
keep a knowledgeable person
from the fire brigade with them
and it will be mandatory to put
up a board with the name and
number of the or ganizer, the
name and number of the fire
expert and the numbers of
emergency services such as
the police, fire brigade and
ambulance.

Demand for disciplinary action against
Khedawala over Vande Mataram issue

Mevani said — Congress was beaten on the back
and shot in the chest while singing Vande Mataram

Gandhinagar

On the second day of the
monsoon session of the
Gujarat Assembly, the
Congress staged a protest
against the government,
raising the issue of the
deteriorating law and order
situation in the state and the
implementation of the liquor
ban. Congress MLAs and
workers raised slogans
against the government,
alleging that illegal liquor is
being sold openly in the state
despite the ban. Amit Chavda
said that Gujarat has become
flying'. People are losing their
lives due to repeated
lynchings and the Home
Minister is making a reel.

The House proceedings
have started at 12 noontoday.
Question and answer session
will be held from 12 noonto 1
pm. In which questions
related to police, home
department, industry, tourism,
transport, tribal development,
khadi-kutir and health
department will be discussed.

After the question and
answer session, 4 important
amendment bills will be
introduced in the House.
Important provisions have
been made in these bills
regarding regularization of old
land transactions, relief to
traders-exporters in GST
rules related to livestock feed
and the recruitment process
in aided private schools.

Accepted Sanghvi's point of
order on Vande Mataram
issue, decision taken after
study regarding Privilege
Committee

Regarding the incident that
took place during the singing
of Vande Mataram in the
assembly the Speaker told the
House that he accepted the
point of order presented by
the Deputy Chief Minister.
Insulting the national anthem
should not be tolerated and he

had also received calls from
the media in this regard. He
said that representatives of
outside media had inquired
about such an insult in the
Gujarat assembly. Further
study will be done on the
formation of a privilege
committee and after the study,
it will present its decision to
the House. At present, Harsh
Sanghvi's point of order has
been accepted.

Shailesh Parmar besieges
Sanghvi on Vande Mataram
issue

MLA Shailesh Parmar
attacked Deputy Chief Minister
Harsh Sanghvi. He said that if
this incident had happened
outside the House, Harsh
Sanghvi would have brought
a law overnight, but since it
was a subject of the House,
he took a point of order.
Shailesh Parmar said that
many MLAs besides him do
not know how to sing Vande
Mataram and called Imran
Khedawala to the Speaker's
chamber and asked him to
write an apology letter and
give him aweek's time. During
this, Harsh Sanghvi said that
this is not a mistake and Imran
Khedawala has also given a
statement to the media.
Regarding IB, he said that it is
not needed, everything has
been clean for 25 years.
Shailesh Parmar hit back at
Harsh Sanghvi's mention on
the issue of liquor and
gambling and said that he
must have done this in the
past, so he remembers liquor
and gambling. He added that
he had also mentioned other
Congress leaders, including
Madhavsinh Solanki, and said
that he too, like Shaileshbhai,
had sung Vande Mataram after
watching it. Congress was
beaten on the back and shot
in the chest while singing
Vande Mataram: Mevani MLA
Jignesh Mevani targeted RSS.

He said that the Congress
party has taken a stick on its

back and a bullet on its chest
while singing Vande Mataram.

RSS should verify that it has
never taken a stick or a bullet.

He made this statement while

mentioning the contribution of

Congress on the issue of
Vande Mataram and
patriotism. Demand for

disciplinary action against
Khedawala over Vande
Mataram issue Politics has
heated up over the issue of
MLA Imran Khedawala not
standing during the singing of

Vande Mataram in the

Assembly Deputy Chief
Minister Harsh Sanghvi
termed the incident serious
and demanded an
investigation into the official

video and the recording of the

House and disciplinary action
as per the rules of the House.

He said that Vande Mataram
is not a BJP song and respect
for the nation and national

symbols should be above
party politics. If necessary, the

issue should be sent to the
Privileges Committee or Ethics
Committee. Parliamentary
Minister Hrishikesh Patel
mentioned the instruction to

sing Vande Mataram for 3

minutes and 10 seconds and
sought guidance from the

Speaker regarding the
instructions and dignity of the

House. On the other hand,

Leader of the Opposition Amit
Chavda said that Congress
members joined in the singing

of Vande Mataram, Imran
Khedawala stood during two
intervals and then sat down,

he will also give an
explanation about this. He also
rejected Harsh Sanghvi's
allegation that the Congress
had hatched a conspiracy,

saying that instead of
investigating the issue of liquor

and gambling, the IB is keeping

an eye on the Congress.

Digital monitoring with Al
cameras to reduce AMTS accidents

If the driver overspeeds, talks on the phone, smokes or takes a nap
onamoving bus, an alert will be sent to the control room immediately.

Ahmedabad

AMTS has started a pilot
project of Al-based dash
camera monitoring system for
monitoring AMTS bus
accidents and drivers in
Ahmedabad. Cameras have
been installed on the front
side of the bus and near the
driver. So that all the
movements of the driver and
the road can be kept under
direct observation. Monitoring
has been started by installing
cameras in three buses on an
initial basis. If this project is
successful, cameras will be
installed in all the buses.

The system will warn the
bus running at over speed:
Parag Naik

AMTS Committee
Chairman Parag Naik said that
if the driver talks on the mobile
while driving the bus, smokes
or falls asleep while the
vehicle is running, then an

alert will be sentto the control

room immediately. Even if the
bus runs at over speed than
the prescribed limit, the
system will warn. The driver
will be immediately notified
from the control room through

wireless or call for negligence.

This monitoring system
has been installed in three
buses at present.

He further said that under
this pilot project, this
monitoring system has been
installed in three buses at
present. A camera has been
placed at the front of the bus
and towards the driver. So that
if any accident occurs, the
control room will
immediately know and it will
be possible to identify
whether it was the driver's
fault or the fault of another
vehicle driver.

Whether the bus is
running on time or not will be

known

through the Dash Cam
monitoring system along with
the location of the bus and
whether the bus is running on
time. Sometimes the bus
drivers keep the bus parked
and due to this the
passengers have to face
inconvenience. Complaints
are also received about AMTS
buses coming late.

If the pilot project is
successful, cameras will be
fitted in more than 900 buses.

Through this monitoring
system, if the bus is late due
to traffic, the control room will
be informed immediately. If
this pilot project is successful,
a monitoring system will be
installed in more than 900
buses and a system will be
set up so that everything from
traffic problems on the road
can be brought to the
attention of the corporation.

Magnificent ornaments for the giant Bappa

Gold polished silver omaments are trending for Bappa; omaments ranging from 10thousand tolakhs
are crafted with precise measurements; giant hands, feet and crown are the main attraction

Surat

Ahead of Ganesh
Chaturthi, the work of making
magnificent ornaments by
Ganesh Mandals in Suratis in
full swing. The Mandals have
made gold, silver and
American diamond studded
ornaments for the huge idols.
The trend of ornaments
ranging from ?10 thousand to
lakhs of rupees is being seen.
Jeweller Deepak Choksi has
given details about the making
of the ornaments.

Preparations for Ganesh
Mandal ornaments

This time, Ganesh
Mandals are paying special
attention to attractive
ornaments to enhance the
grandeur of the idols. Huge
crowns, huge necklaces and
ear rings have been prepared
for the gigantic Lord.
Devotees have a sacred belief

that ornaments should be
made from pure metal only.
Keeping this belief in mind,
artisans are also creating
high-quality ornaments.

Specific demands and new
trends

Apart from the traditional
jewellery, many innovations
are being seen in the orders
this year. A large silver hand
in a blessing posture and the
feet of the Lord have been
made on special orders.
Apart from this, special
necklaces, magnificent
crowns, hand crafts and
Bappa's teeth have also been
prepared. Devotees are
getting this jewellery made
in different metals according
to their budget.

Precision craftsmanship
and diverse budgets

Since the size of the idols
in each pandal is different,

they are made by taking
precise measurements. The
value of this jewelry is
determined based on the
weight and design. In
Mumbai, gold is plated by the
kilogram, while in Surat,
jewelry worth ?10 thousand
to lakhs is made. This work
of making jewelry is
considered extremely
challenging and precise.

Gold polished silver is the
best option

Due to the high price of
gold, a new trend of gold
polishing on silver has
started. With this technique,
the ornaments look like real
gold. This option keeps the
budget of the mandals intact
and also gives a beautiful
look. Most of the mandals are
getting ornaments prepared
using this method and
offering them to Bappa.

Murder at Gondal's
Iconic folk fair

Photo frame stall owner stabbed to death over
price dispute, one seriously injured; 600 people
were present at the fair at the time of the murder

Gondal

A murder has created a
stir at the iconic folk fair in
Gondal. During a row over the
price, a young man named
Rahul Raju Dodiya stabbed
25-year-old photo frame stall
owner Ramashankar alias
Deepak Barman to death on
the spot. Vishal Narendra
Sharma, who was stabbed in
the right side, was first shifted
to Gondal and then to Rajkot
for further treatment in a
critical condition. It is worth
mentioning that 600 people
were present at the fair when
the incident took place.

3 brothers from Uttar
Pradesh were running a stall

Sujal alias Sunny Shriram
Sharma from Prayagraj, Uttar
Pradesh, his cousins
??Ramashankar alias Deepak
Burman and Vishal Narendra
Sharma were running a photo
frame stall in the rides and stalll
section at a private folk fair.
On September9at 11:14 pm,
they had an argument with
local people over the price of
the frame. As the argument
escalated, the accused Rahul
Raju Dodiya attacked them

with a knife.

The main accused was
caught from a nearby
complex.

As soon as the incident
was reported, a police convoy
including Rajkot District SP
reached the spot. The police
caught the main accused who
had escaped from a nearby
complex.

5 accused detained In this
case, the police have detained
5 accused Rahul Raju Dodia
(main attacker), Sameer
Akbar Sumra, Alfaj Rafiq
Sheikh, Nawaz Irfan Dodia,
Asfakh Majeed Juneja.

The incident took place
near the main gate of the rides
and stalls section. This private
folk fair started on 2
September 2026. On the night
of the incident, it was the 8th
day of the fair and there were
approximately 600 people
present at the venue.

The fair has two separate
entry points, one for the
‘Jalpari Show' and the other
for the rides and stalls section.
The attack took place near the
main gate of the rides and
stalls section.

Two youths commit suicide by
hanging themselves in the city

Vadodara
In Vadodara city, two
youths committed suicide by
hanging themselves on
September 9 in two different
police station areas. Following
these two incidents that took
place in the limits of
Kumbharwada and Wadi
police stations, there has been
alot of panic in the local area
and the police have registered
a case of accidental death and
are conducting a legal
investigation. The youth
hanged himself by tying
himself to a bed frame.
Rajubhai Sanabhai Rathod, 38,
who lived in the city's Warsiya
area near Khari Talavidi, Bima
Hospital and behind Bhathuji

Temple, hanged himself by
tying himself to a bed frame

with a wooden plank in his hut

last evening. As soon as the
incident was reported, a
convoy of Kumbharwada police
station rushed to the spot. The

police took possession of the
body and took it to the cold

room for postmortem and are

conducting further investigation

to find out the cause of death.

Suicide of a 34-year-old youth
in Wadi area Another incident
has come to light in which a
34-year-old youth named
Mustafa Firozbhai Tinwala,
residing in Hussaini Chowk,
Badri Mohalla in Wadi area of
??the cty, also ended his life
by hanging himself.

Rains will increase in intensity
In the state from the 12th

Yellow alert in 9 districts including Surat, Vadodara,
rain in Amreli for the second consecutive day

Ahmedabad

Torrential rains have
been predicted in the state
from September 12. The
Meteorological Department
has issued a yellow alert in
South Gujarat including
Vadodara. Meanwhile, an
orange alert of extremely
heavy rains has been issued
in Navsari, Valsad and Dang
from September 13. After
prolonged rains, the farmers
may also be relieved by the
forecast of heavy rains in
some districts of the state.

On the other hand, for
the second consecutive day,
i.e. today, September 10,
the weather has changed in
Amreli district. It rained in
the rural areas of Khambha
and Dhari Gir Panthak. Bhad,
Ingorala, Anida, Mota
Samadhiyala of Khambha
Gir Panthak while Virpur,
Gadhiya and other villages
of Dhari Gir Panthak also
received rain showers.
Rainwater was flowing on
the roads in Ingorala and
Anida villages. Farmers who
have been waiting for rain
for a long time have got a
big relief. Crops including
cotton and groundnut will
get life support. However,
farmers are still waiting for
good rain.

Light to moderate rains
forecast in South Gujarat

Today, September 10,
light to moderate rains and
thundershowers are likely in
some districts of South
Guijarat, while rain has been
forecast at scattered places
in all districts of North
Gujarat including
Ahmedabad and all districts
of Saurashtra-Kutch. The

Meteorological Department
has expressed the possibility
of heavy to very heavy rains
as a new rain system
activates between
September 12 and 14.

According to the Director
of the Meteorological
Department, the wind
direction in the coastal area
will be from southwest to
west. The wind speed will
be 30 to 40 kilometers per
hour. A warning has also
been issued for fishermen
today, September 10. While
on

September 13 and 14,
the wind speed may blow at
a speed of 45 to 55
kilometers per hour, so a
warning has been issued for
fishermen.

There is currently a 20
percent rainfall deficitin the
state.

Talking about the rainfall
system, the low pressure
system is important for us.
Which is located in the North
Bengal region. While the
upper air cyclonic circulation
is in South Gujarat. So there
is a monsoon trough, which

is extended to the center of

low pressure through
Jammu, Dehradun,
Fatehgarh, Prayagraj,
Ambikapur. There is

currently a 20 percent
rainfall deficit in the state.
According to the current
situation, 20 inches (516
mm) of rain has already
fallen. However, the normal
rainfall should be 25.31
inches (643 mm) of rain.

75.62 percent of the
season's average rainfall
has been received in the
state. Talking about the
zone-wise average rainfall,
South Gujarat has received
104 percent of the season's
average rainfall, East-
Central Gujarat has received
75 percent of the season's
average rainfall, Saurashtra
and North Gujarat have
received 56 percent of the
season's average rainfall
and Kutch has received only
29 percent of the season's
average rainfall.

There is a rainfall deficit
ranging from 1 percent to
89 percent in 23 districts in
the state.



