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Brics as the backup plan

In some parts of the
Western world, the dismissal
of Brics reads like this: a
photo-op grouping of
mismatched economies with
no common currency, no
shared ideology, and no
institutional teeth — five,
then 10, then 11 flags and
not much else. That dismissal
is ageing badly.

Contrary to common
popular belief, the numbers
do not describe just a bloc
trying to overthrow the
American- led order
tomorrow. It’s something
more patient and, f rankly,
more rational: a hedge being
built by states that have
stopped assuming the
existing order will remain
resilient, fair, or f uture-ready
— and would rather not be
caught without a backup
plan.

On a purchasing-power
basis, Brics+ now produces
more than the G7 — roughly
40 per cent of global GDP
against the G7’s 28 to 30 per
cent — while its eleven
members hold nearly half
the world’s population. The
growth di f ferent ia l
compounds the point: Brics
economies have been
expanding at close to three
times the G7’s average rate
in recent years. This is not a
gap that closes; it widens.
Layer on the commodity
math — Brics states account
for something like 44 per cent
of global oil production and
dominate global wheat, rice,
soy and beef output — and
you have a coalition that
controls both the growth
curve and the raw materials
the old order depends on.

None of that alone would
matter if it stayed rhetorical.
I t  hasn’ t .  The New
Development Bank, Brics’
own answer to the World
Bank, has quietly approved
around $40 bi l l ion in
financing across some 122
projects, with more than half
already disbursed. It has
begun admitting members
beyond the founding five —
Bangladesh, the UAE, Egypt,
Algeria — turning a Brics-
only vehicle into a genuinely
multilateral one. And it is
deliberately de-risking its
own balance sheet from the
dollar: roughly a quarter of
its lending book is now in
Brics local currencies, with an
official target of 30 per cent
for 2026. An institution
doesn’t build that kind of
internal  currency
diversification unless it is
planning for a world in which
dollar access can no longer
be taken for granted.

That planning has an
origin story, and i t is worth
being blunt about it: 2022.
When Russia’s central bank
reserves were frozen
vir tual ly overnight,  the
message received in capitals
well beyond Moscow was
unambiguous — dol lar-
denominated reserves are
not neutral property, they are
a privi lege that can be
revoked. The response has
been measurable. Russian
officials report that roughly
90 per cent of Russia’s trade
with Brics partners is now
sett led in nat ional
currencies, with renminbi-
rouble settlement running
above 90 per cent of Sino-
Russian trade specifically.
More broadly, over a quarter
of intra-Brics trade was
conducted in local currencies
by the end of 2024, up
sharply from a few years
prior. I ndia has settled its
first rupee-denominated
crude purchase from the
UAE. China and Brazil have
built a yuan-real settlement
channel that cuts the dollar
out entir ely. None of this yet
threatens the dollar’s global
position — but every one of
these arrangements is an
insurance policy that didn’t

exist a decade ago, taken out
by countries hedging against
the day the policy is needed.

Perhaps the single most
telling data point, though, is
the queue at the door. States
do not apply to join symbolic
clubs. Yet mor e than 30
countries have submitted
formal appl icat ions or
expressed serious interest in
Brics membership, with the
wider pipeline — including
informal inquir ies —
est imated above f i f t y,
spanning Turkey, a NATO
member; Nigeria, Africa’s
largest economy; and states
as varied as Bangladesh,
Vietnam, Kazakhstan and
Malaysia. This is not an anti-
Western ideological caucus.
It is a cross-regional bet-
hedging exercise by
governments of  every
political stripe who have
concluded that optionality is
worth the diplomatic cost of
annoying Washington.

Underneath all of this sits
a grievance that is entirely
quantifiable and entirely of
the West’s own making:
institutional sclerosis at the
Bretton Woods institutions
themselves. Emerging and
developing economies,
including China, now
generate roughly 60 per cent
of global output but hold
barely 40 per cent of the
voting power at the IMF. The
Fund’s own 2023 quota
review raised overal l
resources but left the harder
question — redistributing
votes to match economic
real i ty — unresolved,
precisely because any
change requires an 85 per
cent supermajority and the
United States holds an
effective veto. When the
governance of the old order
refuses to update itself to
ref lect  the wor ld as i t
actually is, don’t be surprised
when the world builds a
parallel structure rather than
wait  indefinitely for an
invitation to the table. The
caveat is clear, though: B rics
has not dethroned anything
yet. The dollar still commands
57 per cent of global
reserves, more than double
its nearest rival, and that
share has eroded gradually
rather than collapsed. The
renminbi holds barely 2 per
cent of global reserves,
essentially flat. Brics’ own
summit communiqués have
grown notably shy of explicit
de-dollarisation language, an
admission that consensus
among eleven-plus members
remains harder to
manufacture than the
acronym suggests. And
China’s outsized weight —
nearly two-thirds of the bloc’s
combined GDP — leaves open
the uncomfortable question of
whether this is a genuine
multipolar hedge or a Sino-
centric one in multipolar
clothing.

Without a long-term fix in
ties between India and China,
Brics wil l  continue to
underdeliver. That
rapprochement is — to say
the least — not going to be
easy. The inter action
between President Xi Jinping
(if he comes to the Brics
Leaders’ Summit in New Delhi
this week) and Prime Minister
Narendra Modi needs to be
closely watched to see
progress between the two
Asian powers. But a hedge
doesn’t need to win to be
rational. It needs only to exist,
cheaply, f or the day i t’s
needed. Measured that w ay,
Brics’ institutions, payment
channels, and membership
rolls all point in the same
direction: a growing number
of states no longer consider
it prudent to have all their
eggs in the Western basket.
That is not an overhaul, but
something quieter — a vote
of declining confidence, one
transaction at a time.

Where the mind is with fear
Conceptually, institutional

autonomy and academic
freedom are distinct. But
both are in peril — globally,
not just in I ndia. In Hungary,
the Central  European
University was forced to
relocate to Vienna after the
then Hungarian government
passed legislation effectively
banning it from operating in
Budapest. The underlying
reason was adversar ia l
politics. The Donald Trump
administration felt Harvard
was excessively “woke”, Left-
leaning and host i le to
conservative viewpoints and
demanded changes to its
governance, admissions,
hir ing and academic
programmes. A book titled
Academic Freedom in the Era
of Trump has analysed the
history of academic freedom
in the United States of
America and i ts recent
demise. The American
Association of University
Professors has argued in its
recent report that the T rump
administrat ion has
weaponised federal civil
rights laws with the goal of
discrediting colleges and
compromising their
academic f reedom and

institutional autonomy. I ndia
is also witnessing erosion of
institutional autonomy and
academic f reedom,
manifested pr imari ly in
increasing pol i t ical
interference in university
governance, pressure to
introduce specific courses,
interference in contents of
syllabi and intimidation of
outspoken academics. The
Government of India believes
that in Jawaharlal Nehru
University, dissent expressed
by a section of students and
faculty has crossed into anti-
nationalism. An ongoing
tussle, widely reported in the
press,  concerns a Bi l l
introduced in Parliament that
seeks to repeal the Indian
Statistical Institute Act of
1959 and bring several
aspects of the governance of
this Institution of National
Importance under greater
Central  control .  The
proposed centralisation and
the streamlining measures
will result in the erosion of
institutional autonomy and,
consequently, academic
freedom. An update of the
Academic Freedom Index
was published in March this
year. The report stated that

academic freedom has been
increasingly under attack,
both in scale and intensity.
The number of countries (50)
that witnessed a decline of
academic freedom vastly
outnumbered those that
witnessed an improvement
(9).  “F ast and steep
deterioration” of institutional
autonomy was noted in the
US. Significant effects of
democratic backsliding of
institutions in India in the last
decade due to the increasing
power of “anti-pluralist”
political forces in limiting
academic freedom have also
been noted. India now
occupies 156th place out of
179 countries, as per AFI.
The AFI rated many
countries, including India, as
“completely restricted” with
respect to academic
freedom.

It is ironic that India
should occupy such a low
place in spite of an early
recognition of and emphasis
on institutional autonomy
and academic freedom. In
the famous speech that Sir
Ashutosh Mukher jee
delivered to the Senate of
the University of Calcutta in
1922, he said “I call upon

you, as members of the
Senate to stand up for the
rights of y our University.
Forget the Government of
India. Do your duty as
Senators of the University, as
true sons of your Alma
Mater.  Freedom f i rst ,
f reedom second and
freedom always – nothing
else will satisfy me.” The
Kothari Commission report of
1966 stated “… that only an
autonomous institution, free
from regimentation of ideas
and pressure of party or
power politics, can pursue
truth fearlessly and build up,
in its teachers and students,
habi ts of  independent
thinking and a spirit of
enquiry unfettered by the
limitations and prejudices of
the near and the immediate
which is so essential for the
development of  a f ree
society.” Academic freedom
considers the rights to teach
and to learn as vital and
inseparable. Interfering with
these imperils the right of the
teacher to teach as well as
the right of the student to
learn. The UN Human Rights
Counci l  has considered
scholarship, teaching, and
institutional autonomy as

fundamental human rights.
Yet, the 2025 annual r eport
by the Scholars at Risk
Network has noted that “In
India,  a number of
universities put in place new
policies that limited student
expression by banning
students f rom holding
discussions, demonstrations,
or sloganeering without prior
authorization.” I ronically,
India is a signatory, along
with 72 other nations, of a
2023 joint statement on
academic freedom presented
during the 52nd session of
the United Human Rights
Counci l .  The statement
noted: “Without academic
freedom, there is no
safeguard against  the
manipulation of information
or against the distortion of
history. Regrettably, at tacks
on academic freedom are on
the rise. These include:
repression, intimidation and
harassment of researchers
and teachers in connection
with their research and
publ ic statements;
dissolut ion of  research
inst i tut ions and the
establishment of restrictive
legal  or  f inancial
frameworks.”The Bharatiya

Janata Party is India’s
dominant political force now.
It  should have greater
confidence in the resilience of
the institutions it governs. It
should encourage and allow
— not enforce — institutions
to overhaul and develop. Fear
of disagreement, criticism, or
independent thinking within
academic institutions cannot
be in the DNA of a confident
political part y. Academic
institutions should be free to
pursue research, debate
contentious questions and
appoint scholars on academic
merit. Such an environment
is essential for producing the
knowledge, innovation and
talent that India needs. If the
BJP believes that its vision for
the country has broad
intellectual and social merit,
it should welcome scrutiny
rather than seek conformity.
Protecting inst i tut ional
autonomy and academic
freedom should, therefore,
not be seen as a concession
to pol i t ical opponents.
Instead, it would indicate an
affirmation of confidence in
India’s democratic
institutions, its scholars and,
ultimately, in the str ength of
the BJP’s own ideas.

Steve Jobs found himself in Bharat; 50
years later, Apple is rediscovering Bharat

t’s a film no one expected
to hit the bullseye at the box
office. For the first two weeks,
it seemed headed exactly
where many had predicted: a
flop. Then, in its third week,
something remarkable
happened. The film rose from
the ashes, rewriting its box-
office story and giving other,
bigger films a run for their
money.

Hanuman Ansh, the story
of Indian sant Neem Karoli
Baba, was made on a meagre
budget of less than Rs 2 crore.
It has now sailed past the Rs
100-crore mark — and is still
going strong. It is a simple,
straightforward story, told
with honesty and earnestness.
It resonates with the core of
the Indian civilisational self
without ever trespassing into
the sacred.

But Hanuman Ansh tells
another story too: of the
widening disconnect between
Bharat’s masses and its
classes. The film’s director,
Vishal Chaturvedi, has spoken
many times about how OTT
platforms rejected not just the
film but seemingly its very
premise. “I felt that the way
they rejected the story, the
kind of language they used, I
found it to be der ogatory,”
Chaturvedi said. There is
another irony. Anupriya Nagar,

the 21-year-old producer of
Hanuman Ansh, came upon
the idea of making a film on
Neem Karoli Baba while
researching Steve Jobs. While
studying economics in the UK
and exploring how major
technology companies and
their founders developed their
ideas, she discovered the
connection between the late
Apple co-founder and the
Indian sant.

So here was a film about
an Indian baba who inspired
the likes of Steve Jobs and
counted figures such as Julia
Roberts and Mark Zuckerberg
among his followers —
rejected by I ndian OTT
platforms. Stranger still, it
took research into an
American technology icon for
a young Indian to rediscover
an Indian sant.

Truth, howev er, has a
curious way of returning
home. Sometimes it travels
the world before we recognise
what was always ours. Yoga,
for instance, found renewed
acceptance among many
Indians after becoming a
global phenomenon. Neem
Karoli Baba, similarly, has
been rediscovered by a new
generation partly through his
association with Steve Jobs.

And now Apple itself is
coming back to Bharat, too.

There are many in the country
who believe that Apple’s
bitten-apple logo owes
something to Neem Karoli
Baba, who, as the story goes,
loved eating apples and often
gave them to his followers —
sometimes partially eaten.
The story may or may not be
true. But the Bharat connection
in the Apple story is
undeniable. As Apple turns 50
this year, i t is increasingly
shifting production from China
to Bharat, with one in four
iPhones now being made
here. According to Bloomberg,
citing people familiar with the
matter, Apple assembled
about 55 million iPhones in
Bharat in 2025, up from 36
million in 2024.

Jobs founded Apple on
April 1, 1976. But before this
was done, Jobs was a restless

dropout drawn to deeper
questions. Biographer Walter
Isaacson places that search
within the larger American
milieu of the early 1970s — a
period witnessing what he
called “a fundamental shift in
American campus li fe”.
Isaacson writes in Steve Jobs,
“The nation’s involvement in
the Vietnam War, and the draft
that accompanied it, was
winding down. Polit ical
activism at colleges receded
and in many late-night dorm
conversations was replaced by
an interest in pathways to
personal fulfilment.”

Jobs came to Bharat
looking for answers. Initially,
he was not searching for a
guru who could simply impart
wisdom. He sought
enlightenment through ascetic
experience, deprivation and

simplicity. But when he
arrived, Neem Karoli Baba had
already died.

Jobs decided to explore the
country as he travelled
through ashrams, villages and
towns. He even shaved his
head, wore traditional clothes
and lived a frugal life. Isaacson
notes that Jobs “went looking
for enlightenment”, but did not
find it the way he had
imagined. The Bharat he
encountered was tough,
messy and unpredictable. He
fell ill and decided to return
home.  Soon, he was back in
the US, but something stayed
with him. Years later, sitting in
his Palo Alto garden, he
acknowledged how
profoundly Bharat had shaped
him. As Isaacson writes,
quoting him, “Coming back to
America was, for me, much
more of a cultural shock than
going to India. The people in
the Indian countryside don’t
use their intellect like we do,
they use their intuition instead,
and their intuition is far more
developed than in the rest of
the world. Intuition is a very
powerful thing, more powerful
than intellect, in my opinion.
That’s had a big impact on my
work.” Jobs continued,
“Western rational thought is
not an innate human
characteristic; it is learned and

is the great achievement of
Western civilisation. In the
villages of India, they never
learned it. They learned
something else, which is in
some ways just as valuable
but in other ways is not. That’s
the power of intuition and
experiential wisdom.”

A couple of years later,
Jobs founded Apple.

It is tempting to see
echoes of that Indian
experience in the Apple ethos
he helped create. As author
Ken Segall writes in Insanely
Simple: The Obsession That
Drives Apple’s Success, “Every
one of Apple’s revolutions was
born of the company’s
devotion to Simplicity. Each
new device either created a
new category or turned an
existing category on its head
— all because, as an old iMac
ad put it, the technology was
‘simply amazing, and
amazingly simple’.”

While Apple’s love of
simplicity is now part of its
DNA, it started in the mind of
Jobs, largely shaped by his
Indian experience: the power
of intuition and experiential
wisdom.  Steve Jobs
discovered himself in Bharat
in the 1970s. Fifty years later,
Apple is rediscovering Bharat.
Life can be uncannily strange.
Sometimes, beautifully so.

Who is AI being built for? Why employees hesitate to adopt it

What if the problem with
AI adoption begins before
anyone is asked to adopt it?

Organisations are
spending heavily on AI and
deploying it across their
operations, yet many
employees still struggle to
make these tools useful in
everyday work. The usual
diagnosis is poor adoption,
leading to calls for more
training, better incentives and
stronger change
management.

A recent large-scale study
by Cohere Labs points to a
deeper, long-standing
problem in technology
development: technical
feasibility remains a powerful
filter for deciding what gets
built. The study found that
barely 2.6 per cent of AI tools
can fully automate specified

occupational tasks end-to-
end.

Tools are often designed
around what machines can do
before anyone asks what
workers need them to do.
This builder-first logic has
shaped technology
development for decades.
That logic becomes
increasingly problematic as AI
moves from assisting
individual tasks to performing
parts of the work i tself.

Boston Consulting Group’s
research sheds light on the
other side of the equation.
Once AI enters an
organisation, its value
depends heavily on how
people use it, how work is
organised and how
responsibilities change. The
missing piece is how human
behaviour and workflow

design shape AI adoption.
Taken together wi th

Cohere’s findings, a difficult
inference emerges:
employees may be expected
to adapt to tools that were
never designed around the
realities of their work. This
may explain part of the
persistent gap between AI
adoption, usage and business
value.

What gets built first?
In a large-scale study

released in September 2026,
Cohere Labs examined
696,291 tools across 123,069
publicly listed Model Context
Protocol, or MCP, servers.
Under a strict definition of
automation, only 2.6 per cent
could perform a recognised
occupational task from
beginning to end. Of 923 US
occupations studied, 419 had
no agentic-tool activity in the
public dataset.

For 65 occupations where
Cohere compared worker
preferences with expert
assessments of AI capability,
tool supply tracked technical
feasibility more closely than
workers’ preferences about
which tasks they wanted
automated. This doesn’t mean
developers ignore workers. It
suggests that, within the
occupations studied, what AI
can accomplish has influenced

tool supply more strongly than
what workers want
automated. The study has
limits. It covers publicly listed
MCP tools rather than
proprietary systems, but
offers a large-scale view of
how technical possibilities
become workplace
capabilities. AI supply is not
workplace demand A tool
catalogue tells an organisation
what exists. It does not tell it
whether a capability belongs
in a particular workflow. An AI
system may draft a legal
document, analyse complaints
or generate code. The
technical question is whether
the output is good enough. The
workplace questions are
different: Who checks it? What
happens when it is uncertain?
Who remains accountable?
What happens to the junior
employee who previously
learned the profession by
doing the task?

Removing such activities
can improve efficiency while
weakening another part of the
work system. Repetitive tasks
can expose inexperienced
employees to larger
processes. Manual review can
control errors. Cohere also
found that agentic tools differ
across occupations. In
healthcare and computing,
they tend to reach more

specialised tasks; in legal,
production and sales, they
remain closer to routine work.
That could affect how workers
gain or lose expertise. The
question is what a task
contributes to the wider job,
not merely whether it can be
automated. Put behaviour into
the build Behavioural analysis
should enter AI development
before deployment.
Developers need to study how
people work, make decisions
and respond to uncertainty.
Asking employees whether
they l ike a system is
insufficient. Before building
workplace AI, organisations
should identify which activities
employees want automated,
assisted or retained. They
should observe where
professional judgement
enters the workflow and
where actual work differs
from the formal process.
Learning deserves particular
attention. If AI removes
routine tasks, it may also
remove experiences through
which people acquire
expertise. A system that
makes experienced
employees faster could make
it harder for inexperienced
employees to become
experienced.

Start with the work
Organisations buying AI face

a similar tr ap. Vendor
demonstrations make it easy
to begin with the product and
search for a use case
afterwards. The better
starting point is the work.

Organisations need to
know what current AI systems
can perform, where they can
assist and where human
coordination remains
essential. That assessment
should be made against real
workflows rather than generic
claims. The relevant questions
are direct: What can AI do,
where could it fit, and what
would change? Employees
who perform the work should
help answer the questions.

What happens after
deployment?

BCG’s 2025 Build for the
Future x AI study found that
only about 5 per cent of
organisations reported
substantial financial gains
from AI. Its 10-20-70 success
framework assigns roughly 10
per cent of transformation
effort to algorithms, 20 per
cent to technology and 70 per
cent to changes involving
people. BCG’s May 2026
research found a striking
perception gap: 76 per cent
of executives believed
employees were excited about
AI, while only 31% of
employees said they were.
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Aditya Birla Jewellery expands presence
in Gujarat with a new store launch
Ahmedabad, Indriya,

Aditya Birla Jewellery, has
launched its new store in
Ahmedabad, marking its 3rd
store in the city and
reinforcing its presence in one
of western India's most
important jewellery markets.
Ahmedabad continues to be a
key market for the brand, with
a strong culture of jewellery
consumption and a growing
preference for contemporary,
design-led collections. The
city's mix of traditional values
and modern aspirations
makes it a natural fit for
Indriya's expanding retail
network. Located in
Maninagar, a well-established
residential and commercial
hub known for its strong retail
activity, the store has been
designed as a premium
jewellery destination. It
showcases over 37,000
designs across bridal, festive,
occasion, and everyday

categories, offering customers
an extensive range to choose
from. The store also features
signature elements such as an
exclusive bridal lounge and a
dedicated kaarigari room,
enabling customers to engage
more deeply with the
craftsmanship and detailing
behind each piece. The design
of the store reflects a
seamless blend of heritage
and modernity, aligned with
Indriya's design-first
philosophy. With this launch,
Indriya continues to
strengthen its presence across
western India, while
expanding its reach across key
markets nationwide. (20-4)

Olympian Pranati Nayak to represent
India at Asian Games 2026

Ahmeabad, Olympian
Pranati Nayak, who trains at
the Odisha AM/NS India
Gymnastics High Performance
Centre (Odisha AM/NS GHPC)
in Bhubaneswar, has been
selected to represent India at
the 20th Asian Games 2026,
scheduled to be held in Aichi-
Nagoya, Japan, from
September 19 to October 4.

Pranati is the only Indian
gymnast selected for the
Asian Games and will compete
in the Women's Vault and
Women's All-Around events in
Artistic Gymnastics. Her
selection follows a strong run
of performances, including a
silver medal in the Women's
Vault at the FIG W orld
Challenge Cup 2026 in
Tashkent, Uzbekistan.
Ashutosh Telang, Director &
Vice President - HR &
Administration, AM/NS India,

said, "Pranati's selection as
India's sole gymnast for the
Asian Games is a significant
achievement and reflects her
consistency, discipline and
determination. At the Odisha
AM/NS India Gymnastics High
Performance Centre, our
focus is on providing athletes
with the training and support
required to compete at the
highest level.  We wish
Pranati the very best as she
represents India in Aichi-
Nagoya." (20-4)

KHERIA AUTOCOMP LIMITED SME IPO
Opens on 17th September, 2026

Ahmedabad, KHERIA
AUTOCOMP LIMITED has
announced its plan to go public
with an Initial Public Offering
(IPO) on 17th September, 2026
to be listed on the NSE EMERGE
platform. Kheria Autocomp
Limited is engaged in the
manufacturing of high-precision
plastic injection moulding
components and sub-assembly
operations catering primarily to
the automotive sector. The
Company operates as a Tier-II
supplier, manufacturing
precision parts strictly according
to designs and specifications
from Tier-I suppliers feeding
major automotive OEMs. The
Company's product portfolio
caters to passenger vehicles
across both Internal

Combustion Engine (ICE) and
Electric Vehicle (EV) platforms.
Products engineered and
supplied include Interior
components, Exterior
Components, Under-hood
Components, HVAC
Components, & Lighting
Components. The Company
operates an automated
production facility with 30
injection moulding machines
ranging from 120-ton to
1,700-ton clamping
capacities, supported by
mult i-axis robotics and
assembly lines.  The
manufacturing facility maintains
quality accreditations including
IATF 16949, ISO 14001:2015,
and ISO 45001:2018
certifications. (20-4)

9/11 at 25: The day history changed direction
Some events do more than

make history. They change its
direction. The attacks of
September 11, 2001, belong
unmistakably to that category.

In less than two hours on
that day, 19 terr orists struck
at the symbols of American
economic and military power,
killed nearly 3,000 people and
transformed the strategic
priorities of the world’s most
powerful nation. The images
of aircraft disappearing into
the Twin Towers and their
subsequent collapse remain
among the most defining
visual memories of the
modern age. Yet, 25 years
later, the real significance of
9/11 lies less in the spectacle
of that morning than in
everything that followed.

The attacks interrupted an
extraordinary period of post-
Cold War optimism. The Berlin

Wall had fallen in 1989, the
Soviet Union had disappeared
in 1991 and globalisation was
gathering pace. US power
appeared unchallengeable.
Economic integration,
technology and expanding
international commerce
seemed likely to define the
emerging century.

9/11 abruptly changed the
agenda. Terrorism,
radicalisation, homeland
security and military
intervention replaced much of
that optimism. History had
taken a detour.

The Making of a Global
Threat The origins of 9/11 lay
partly in an earlier conflict.
The anti-Soviet j ihad in
Afghanistan during the 1980s
brought together fighters,
funding, ideology and
networks from across the
Islamic world. The Soviet

withdrawal ended that war but
not the ecosystem it had
created.

Al-Qaeda emerged from
this environment in 1988 and
progressively transformed
itself during the 1990s into a
transnational terrorist
organisation. Osama bin Laden
sought to portray his
confrontation with the US as
part of a larger struggle on
behalf of Islam. Attacks
against American embassies
in East Africa in 1998 and the
USS Cole in 2000
demonstrated growing
ambition and capability. Yet
even these gave litt le
indication of what was to
come.

The extraordinary
message of 9/11, viewed
purely from the perspective of
terrorist strategy, was the
ability of a relatively small
non-state organisation to
compel the world’s pre-
eminent power to reorder its
priorities. It also created
something even more
damaging: the perception of
a civilisational confrontation.
Extremist organisations
claimed to speak for Islam
while suspicion of Muslim
communities grew in many
Western societies and has not
entirely disappeared yet.
Radicalisation and
Islamophobia began
reinforcing each other. One of
terrorism’s objectives is to
create precisely such fractures
within societies.

When Terrorism Became
War The US response was
expected and inevitable.
Afghanistan was attacked in
October 2001 and the Taliban
regime rapidly collapsed.
What initially appeared a

spectacular military success,
however, gradually became
something quite different.

C o u n t e r - t e r r o r i s m
expanded into counter-
insurgency; counter-
insurgency into state-building;
and state-building into an
open-ended commitment
whose political objectives
became progressively less
clear. The Global War on
Terror ultimately consumed
enormous resources.
Estimates of the wider cost of
America’s post-9/11 wars run
into several trillion dollars.
The opportunity cost was
equally significant: resources,
institutions and national
attention remained focused on
terrorism and West Asia for
almost two decades when they
should have been focused on
contesting China’s build-up.
There was also a strategic
paradox of history. The US
overwhelmingly defeated
virtually every conventional
military force it confronted. Yet
military superiority repeatedly
proved insufficient to produce
enduring political outcomes.
Afghanistan eventually joined
Vietnam as another reminder
that battlefield dominance and
strategic success are not
synonymous. The final
American departure from
Kabul in August 2021, with the
Taliban returning to power,
brought that contradiction into
particularly sharp relief.

Iraq and the Unintended
War

Perhaps the most
consequential secondary effect
of 9/11 came in Iraq. Iraq had
no responsibility for the
attacks, yet it is difficult to
imagine the US invasion of
2003 without the political and

psychological environment
created by 9/11. The
dismantling of the Iraqi state
and security structures
contributed to insur gency,
sectarian conflict and the
emergence of Al-Qaeda in
Iraq (AQI), led by Al-Zarqawi.
From this violent ecosystem
eventually arose ISIS. ISIS
went further than Al-Qaeda.
It captured territory (even
raised taxes), declared a
caliphate in 2014, exploited
social media with remarkable
sophistication and attracted
almost 40,000 recruits from
across the world. Radical
Islamist terrorism had moved
from remote training camps
into the consciousness, and
sometimes the streets, of
European and other societies.
Thus, an intervention
undertaken in the atmosphere
created by 9/11 actually
triggered another security
challenge requiring several
years to contain.

The Security State That 9/
11 Created

The consequences
extended far beyond
battlefields. Airport security,
intelligence sharing, terrorist-
f inancing controls,
surveillance, biometrics,
border management and
protection of crit ical
infrastructure all expanded
dramatically. The US created
the Department of Homeland
Security. NATO invoked Article
5, its collective-defence
provision, for the first time in
its history. Much of this
architecture remains with us.
There is something
extraordinary about that
achievement too. A terrorist
organisation comprising
perhaps a few thousand

committed adherents
ultimately changed aspects of
the everyday behaviour of
billions. Twenty-five years
later, international tr avel,
intelligence cooperation and
domestic security still carry the
imprint of 9/11.

India and the Terrorism
Paradigm For India, the
revelation was less dramatic.
We had already confronted
Pakistan-sponsored terrorism
in J&K for over a decade.
What changed after 9/11 was
the international
understanding of the threat.
Then came the attack on
India’s Parliament on
December 13, 2001. The
possibility that terrorists could
strike at the institutional heart
of a democracy no longer
appeared theoretical. Yet 9/11
produced a paradox for India.
It gave greater international
legitimacy to India’s warnings
about cross-border terrorism,
but simultaneously made
Pakistan strategically
indispensable to Washington’s
campaign in Afghanistan.
Pakistan became a frontline
partner in the War on Terror
even as extremist networks
continued to find sanctuary
and support within its terri tory.
That contradiction persisted
for much of the next two
decades and has been
reinvented again recently.

India consequently
strengthened counter-
terrorism structures,
intelligence coordination and
internal-security capabilities.
Kashmir too experienced the
effects of a changing global
attitude towards terrorism.
The world had become less
willing to romanticise armed
extremist movements merely

because they adopted the
vocabulary of polit ical
grievance.

The Opportunity Cost of 9/
11 Perhaps the most
important consequence
becomes visible only with
hindsight. While America
fought terrorism, the
international system was
changing. China joined the
World Trade Organization in
December 2001, barely three
months after 9/11. Over the
next two decades it
accumulated extraordinary
economic, technological and
mil i tary power. Russia
gradually recovered strategic
confidence. Cyber warfare,
space, artificial intelligence
and economic security began
transforming the nature of
national power. Yet an
enormous proportion of
American strategic bandwidth
remained absorbed by
Afghanistan, Iraq and
counter-terrorism.

It would be simplistic to
argue that 9/11 caused
China’s rise or America’s
relative strategic distraction.
But the question deserves
asking: did the attacks divert
American attention precisely
when the foundations of the
next great-power competition

were being laid? I may tend
to think so. The true cost of
the Global War on Terror may
therefore never be
measurable only in dollars or
casualties. It must also be
measured in strategic
attention.

The World It Left Behind
The withdrawal from
Afghanistan in 2021 closed
one circle, but terrorism did
not disappear. Al-Qaeda is
diminished and ISIS lost its
territorial caliphate, yet
extremist networks survive in
different forms across parts of
Asia, West Asia and Africa.
The threat has fragmented
rather than vanished. The
international system,
meanwhile, has moved
elsewhere. China, Russia,
Ukraine, the Indo-Pacific,
technology, supply chains,
cyber and space increasingly
dominate strategic thinking.
That leaves perhaps the
greatest irony of 9/11. The
terrorists did not defeat the
US, nor did they create the
world they sought. But they
succeeded in diverting the
strategic energy of the world’s
most powerful nation for
almost two decades. And
while the US fought them,
history did not stand still.

Surat
A tragic incident of how

dangerous the obsession with
mobile phones has become
among children was revealed
in Surat. Roli, an 11-year-old
student of standard 6 living in
Sahajanand Society,
Varachha, committed suicide
by hanging herself yesterday
(September 12).

In which the preliminary
investigation has revealed that
Roli had developed a habit of
looking at his mobile phone.
On the day of the incident, he
had also asked his mother for
her mobile phone in the
afternoon, but her mother
refused to give him the phone
and took it with her to work.
It is preliminary believed that
Roli took this final step with
this in mind. Varachha police
have registered a case of
accidental death in the entire
matter and are conducting
further legal investigation.

Both parents work to
support the f amily.

Originally from the Morena
district of Madhya Pradesh,
Vijaybhai Kushwah currently
l ives with his family in
Varachha, Surat.

He works as a bricklayer
and supports his family,
including his wife, three
daughters and a son. To
provide financial support to
the family, his wife also works
as a laborer at a hot fix shop
near their home. Vijaybhai's
eldest child, 11-year-old
daughter Roli, had studied up
to standard 5 in her hometown
and was currently studying in
standard 6 in Surat.

Daughter commits suicide after
mother refuses to give her phone
Younger sisters were playing outside and Roli hanged herself
inside, explanation in the suicide of a class 6 student in Surat

The younger sisters were
playing outside and Roli got
caught inside.

At noon, the mother had
gone to work with her son,
while Roli's two younger
sisters were playing outside in
the attic. During this, Roli had
locked the door of the house
from inside and had hung
herself by tying a scarf to a
clothesline. After a while, the
younger sisters who were
playing outside felt hungry
and knocked on the door of the
house, but when the door did
not open for a long time, the
girls started crying.

As soon as the door was
opened, the ground slipped
from under the mother's feet.

Meanwhile, the mother,
returning home from work,
saw the children crying. As the
door of the house was locked
from inside, with the help of
the people around, as soon as
the door was opened, the
ground slipped from under the
mother's feet; Roli was found
hanging in a noose. She was
immediately taken to Smear
Hospital through 108
ambulance, where the doctors
on duty examined her and
declared her dead. As soon as
the incident was reported, the
Varachha police reached the
spot and started an
investigation.

What are the reasons
behind suicide at a young age?

Dr. Kamlesh Dave,
Associate Professor,
Department of Psychiatry, Navi
Civil. He said that the rate of
suicide is increasing in
adolescents and children. Due
to the increase in diseases,
depression is increasing,
anxiety disorders are
increasing, ADHD diseases are
increasing and due to this,
children are taking impulsive
actions.

Question: Why are
smartphones dangerous for
children?

Answer: The radiation
emitted from smartphones
causes brain cells to shrink.
Due to which the brain does
not receive the right amount
of oxygen. Which damages
the brain as well as the entire
body system. Continuous use
of mobile for 50 minutes every
day damages brain cells.
There is also a risk of cancer
due to its radiation.

Question: Nowadays

almost every child looks at a
mobile phone, how do we
know if our child is addicted
to it or not?

Answer: It can be known
from its symptoms...

Question: At what age
should children be kept away
from smartphones?

Answer: Keep children
from 1.25 (one and a hal f)
years to 3 years away from
mobiles. They will insist on it
for a few days. However, you
can calm them down by
tempting them. Make a
schedule for the children such
that they are given 1-2 hours
to watch e-gadgets and TV.
Keep an eye on what content
they are watching.

Question: What to do if the
child does not agree? What
are the things for
entertainment?

Answer: In this situation,
digital detox is needed.
Excessive use of digital things
on mobile is leading children
towards addiction. In this
situation, before giving digital
culture to children, parents
should themselves undergo
digital detox and should give
digital culture to children.
Making a complete distance
from smartphones, TV
screens and the virtual world
is called digital detox.

Parents should impart
digital culture to children

Keep children away from
mobile phones for 1 year

Explain to children the
disadvantages of watching
screens for long periods of
time.

Do not show lullabies and
songs on the virtual screen.

Limit kids' screen time by
setting a timer

Lock apps that take up
children's time

Make the bedroom and
dining room a no-mobile zone.

If the child is stubborn,
explain it with love.

Schedule time for creativity
and knowledge activity

Keep children busy with
games and new activities.

Take a 5-10 minute br eak
from digital screens every half
hour. Keep your mobile phone
in do not disturb mode while
sleeping. Make it a rule to do
something non-digital every
two hours. Switch off the
phone after work. Avoid taking
your phone or smartwatch
with you while walking.

Phone number in hand, written - Mere papa ko
meri body pacha dena; Both incidents mysterious

Body of a young man found after skeleton
floats in Ahmedabad's Sabarmati

Ahmedabad
The floating body of a

young man was found in the
Sabarmati river in Ahmedabad
today (September 13). While
examining the body, a mobile
number and a note like 'Mere
Papa ko meri body pacha
dena' were found in his hand.
The police have taken steps
to inform the father of the
deceased on the mobile
number and hand over the
body. It is noteworth y that a
skeleton was found in the
Sabarmati river yesterday too.

Father's mobile number
found written in hand

A young man's floating
body was seen in the
Sabarmati River around 10:30
am. When the fire and police
were informed about it, both
the teams immediately
reached the riverfront. The

fire's river rescue team
recovered the young man's
body. No documents were
found from the body during
the investigation, but a writing
was found on the dead young
man's hand, in which it was
written in Hindi, "Mere Papa
ko meri body pacha dena" and
the mobile number was also
written.

Police informed the family,
the youth is a resident of
Dungarpur

Riverfront East Police

investigating the deceased
youth's name was Rohit
Prajapati, who is a resident of
Dungarpur, Rajasthan. Police
have called the family of the
deceased youth and informed
them. Along with this, the
body has been shifted for
postmortem. At present, the
police have started an
investigation into whether the
youth committed suicide or
were there any other reasons.

The skull found yesterday
is also yet to be identified.

Yesterday afternoon, a
floating skeleton was
recovered from the river near
Jamalpur by the fire brigade.
There were some clothes on
the upper part of this skeleton.
According to the police, the
body is more than 10 days
old. Who is the deceased? It
is currently being investigated.

Son kills father alive in Bopal

Ahmedabad
A case has been

registered in Ahmedabad's
Shela village where a son has
faked the death certificate of
his l iv ing father and
submitted bogus documents
to the sub-registrar's office
for his own financial gain in
valuable land. As soon as the
'B-Summary wi th
Prosecution' was approved
by the Namdar Sanand
Court, the Bopal police have
registered a case and are
conduct ing a legal
investigation.

A conspiracy was hatched
by creating a bogus death
certificate of 1985.

72-year-old Naimish
Patel, a resident of Bodakdev
area, lives a retired life. The
original farmer of the land of
Shela v i l lage was
Raghunathbhai Gandabhai
Desai. The accused Khoda
Raghunathbhai Desai had
obtained his father's death
cert i f icate for  h is own
financial gain, even though
he did not die on April 15,
1985. A document was
created in 1991 with bogus
thumbprints and signatures.
Using th is fake death

certificate, false original
owners and farmers were
created with the document
number at the Sanand Sub
Registrar's Office. In which
land manipulat ion was
carried out by using fake
farmers and bogus
thumbprints and signatures.

Attempt to trap innocent
people by f i l ing fa lse
complaints

Dineshbhai  Rambhai
Patel ,  Khokhar J ivbhai
Alubhai ,  Vaghela
Narendrasinh Ajitsinh, land
broker Bhanu Vi jaysinh
Vaghela and fake farmer
Kalubhai Desai were involved
in this scam. To hide the
truth,  they f i led fa lse
complaints against innocent
people. To hide his scam,
accused Khoda Desai filed a
false complaint against
Naimish Patel and others at
Bopal Police Station in 2020
by hiding real evidence. But
dur ing the pol ice
investigation, it was revealed
that the original farmer
Raghunathbhai did not die in
1985 and this ent i re
conspiracy was hatched
based on a false death
certificate. The Sanand court

ordered prosecution and the
Bopal police registered a
case. The police submitted a
B-summary report in the
Sanand court in this matter,
and the court ordered to
approve the B-summary with
prosecution. After obtaining
a certified copy of the court
order, Naimish Patel has
registered a case against the
accused Khodabhai
Raghunathbhai Desai at the
Bopal police station.

He faked his death even though he was alive to grab Shela's
land, implicating another elderly man in a false case

Ahmedabad
The Department of Psychology, Government Vinayak

College, Gandhinagar, organized a workshop on the occasion
of World Suicide Prevention Day on September 10, 2026. The
topic of this workshop was 'Mental Health Awareness and Stress
Management for Students'. The program was organized under
the guidance of Principal Dr. Amitkumar Sutaria and IQAC.
Expert speaker Dr. Naresh Trivedi from Momentos Foundation
was present in it. Dr. Rasik Meghanathi, the convener of the
workshop and Chairman of the Department of Psychology,
welcomed him by presenting a bouquet.

Dr. Naresh Trivedi explained the importance of mental health
to the students. He discussed in detail how to manage stress.
He also guided them on how clinical psychologists and
psychological counselors can help against mental health threats
like stress, anxiety and depression.

Mental Health Workshop on
Suicide Prevention Day at

Gandhinagar College
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Bhavnagar
The number of people who

died after drinking fake Royal
Stag liquor in Bhavnagar has
increased by one. In a
business dispute in
Anandnagar area, a rickshaw
puller named Mukesh Patel
gave his friend Bhavesh Visani
the same fake Royal Stag
liquor that was involved in the
Latha incident. Later, his
health deteriorated after
drinking this poisonous liquor.
Even though Bhavesh Visani
vomited more than 25 times,
Mukesh pressured him not to
tell the police and finally died
in the hospital, taking the
death toll in the Latha incident
to 14. It is worth mentioning
that during the Latha incident,
when the police questioned
him, Mukesh had hidden the
bottle under the stairs of his
house, falsely claiming that he
had spilled the liquor.

The Gandhinagar State
Monitoring Cell conducted an
investigation into the
Bhavnagar Latha incident and
arrested 40 accused, including
the mastermind, material
supplier, seller of poisonous
liquor, and police personnel
associated with the
mastermind. After remand, all
40 accused have been sent to
jail. On September 4, 48-year-
old Bhavesh Dhirubhai Visani,
a resident of Anandnagar,
Hudko and a rickshaw driver,
was admitted to MICU-2 of Sir
T. Hospital in Bhavnagar for
treatment after suffering from
sudden fever, panic and
continuous vomiting, where he
died during treatment. As the
doctors initially suspected that
he had consumed alcohol, the
police registered a case of
accidental death and
conducted further
investigation. The report of the
deceased's blood sample sent
to FSL Gandhinagar revealed
that methyl alcohol was
0.0818% W/V.

Death and based on CCTV
footage. During the
investigation, it was revealed
that there was a dispute
between the deceased

A bottle of fake Royal Stag was
hidden, and a friend was forced
to drink it when he was upset

Dharampur's picturesque Ganesh
Falls gives you a feel of Kashmir

A delightful atmosphere with rushing water amidst the
Sahyadri hills, a 1 km thrilling trail to reach the waterfall

Student's statement recorded before investigation
committee, new squad committee also formed

Couple apologizes with folded hands
in MSU classroom kissing scandal

Vadodara
After a video of a student

kissing and romancing in
public in a classroom of the
Arts Faculty of MSU in
Vadodara went vir al, the
student involved in it has now
shared a video on social media
apologizing. On the other
hand, considering the
seriousness of the matter, the
student appeared before the
investigation committee
formed and recorded her
statement.

Love affair was going on
in the classroom in the
presence of other students

According to the details of
this incident, two couples were
seen openly indulging in
romance despite the presence
of other students in a
classroom of the Arts Faculty
of M.S. University. During this,

an unknown person sitting on
the bench behind them
secretly captured the video of
this entire act on his mobile.
For the last two days, these
two separate videos went viral
on social media platforms.

After the 'I'm sorry for my
actions' video went viral, the
student from the couple
involved has finally come
forward. She has released an
apology video on social media,
in which she is seen saying
'I'm sorry for my actions',
expressing regret for her
actions. Even after this apology
video, there is anger among
student organizations and
academics regarding this
incident.

The student's statement
was recorded before the
investigation committee.

A special investigation

Valsad
As soon as the monsoon

sets in in the eastern part of
Valsad district, the natur al
beauty of the Sahyadri ranges
blooms in a thousand ways.
The streams and waterfalls
flowing from the hills make
the tourists feel like they have
reached the lap of nature.
Ganesh Waterfall located in
Makadband vil lage of
Dharampur taluka is also one
such enchanting place. The
waterfall flowing between two
hills and the surrounding
green valleys make the
tourists feel like 'mini Kashmir'.

After a one-km trail, a
picturesque view of the
waterfall can be seen.

Since Ganesh Waterfall is
located in the hilly area, one
has to walk through a natural
trail of about one km to reach
here. During the rainy season,
this trek becomes an exciting
experience for tourists. As the
rain increases, the flow of
water in the waterfall also
increases, due to which the
natural beauty around it
becomes more attractive.

Stunning pictures of
Dharampur's scenic Ganesh
festival

It was also known as 'Pavli'
and 'Kunda Dhodh'. According
to Kiranbhai, a local of
Makadbandh, his ancestors
used to call this waterfall as
'Pavli Dhodh'. Since the lower
part of the waterfall is shaped

like a hut, it was also known
as 'Kunda Dhodh'. Over time,
this place became popular
among the vil lagers as
'Ganesh Dhodh'. The belief of
the local tribal community is
also associated with the
waterfall. The route from
Valsad to Makdaban via
Dharampur is easy to reach
Ganesh Dhodh. The distance
between Valsad bus stand and
Dharampur is about 34 km,
while the distance between
Dharampur and Makdaban is
about 12 km. Thus, the
distance between Valsad and
Makdaban is 46 km. Ganesh
Dhodh can be easily reached
through this route by ST bus,
car and bike. The increasing
popularity of Ganesh Falls has
created employment
opportunities for locals during
the three months of the
monsoon. Especially during
weekends and public holidays,
a large number of tourists
come, which gives income to
the locals who drive lorries and
carts. The provision of parking

facilities for the vehicles of the
tourists has also given the
locals another source of
income.

Beliefs associated with
Mavali Mata

Makadbandh village is
mainly populated by the Kukan
tribal community. The people
here worship nature, hill gods
and village gods in a traditional
manner. At the f oothills above
Ganesh Dhodh, at the
beginning of the monsoon or
at the time of crop harvest, the
locals perform a special
worship of Mavali Mata to
thank nature and the water
deity.

Gram Panchayat appeals
to maintain cleanliness

Makadband village can be
reached via Dharampur-
Bhensdara-Phulwadi route.
Gram Panchayat is trying to
maintain cleanliness in the
waterfall area. Tourists have
also been appealed to
maintain the natural beauty of
the place and throw garbage
in the dustbin.

Bhaveshbhai and his friend
Mukesh Hasmukh Patel
regarding the school building
business. During strict
interrogation of Mukesh Patel,
he confessed to the crime.

Mukesh Patel, who hid the
bottle in his house by lying
about spilling the l iquor,

said that on August 14, he
had bought a bottle of Royal
Stag liquor from a man named
Sanjay. Later, when news
came that 13 people had died
in Bhavnagar after drinking
this bottle, and the police also
questioned him, Mukesh hid
the bottle under the stairs of
his house by lying to the police
that he had spi lled the liquor.

Bhavesh called Mukesh
after vomiting more than 25
times.

During this time, Mukesh
had an argument with Bhavesh
Visani about arranging school
uniforms, so in order to
remove Bhavesh's thorn and
gain financial benefits in the
business, Mukesh hatched a
criminal conspiracy to make
Bhavesh drink this poisonous
liquor. The call recording and
FSL report revealed that on
September 3, Mukesh had
insisted on giving the bottle of
poisonous Royal Stag liquor
he had hidden to Bhavesh
Visani and on September 4,
after drinking the l iquor,
Bhavesh had vomited more
than 25 times and called
Mukesh. Evidence was found
in the script panchnama of the
pen drive presented by
Bhavesh's brother Dilip, who
was booked for the crime.
Evidence was found that
Mukesh Patel was intimidating
Bhavesh and pressuring him
to 'not tell the police about the
liquor'. A case has been
registered at Ghogharod Police
Station against Mukesh
Hasmukhbhai Patel, the
accused who misled the police
and killed his friend by giving
him poisoned liquor for his
own personal gain, and
Sanjay, the suppl ier of the
poisoned liquor. Efforts have
been made to detain the
accused.

committee has been formed
under the chairmanship of the
Dean of the Faculty of Arts to
investigate the incident.
Kalpana Gawli, a member of
the investigation committee
and faculty dean, said, "In
addition to the investigation
committee, a special squad
committee has also been
deployed to ensure that such
unsightly incidents do not
happen on the campus in the
future and to create
awareness among the
students.

The investigation will be
prolonged as statements from
other people are yet to be
taken in this mat ter." Now i t
remains to be seen what strict
decisions the university
administration takes as
disciplinary measures after
the apology.

Bappa's devotion with modern vibes in
Surat, Bhajan clubbing-jamming for Gen-Z
Surat
This year, Gujarat's biggest

Ganeshotsav is being
organized in Surat. Lokmanya
Tilak Ganesh Utsav Mandal
has organized a grand festival
at a cost of more than ?6
crore on a vast ground of 3.60
lakh square feet at Balar Farm.
It will be decorated with a 22-
foot-tall eco-friendly Ganesh
idol made of tissue paper and
gold and silver ornaments
worth 50 lakhs.

The biggest attraction of
this festival is the innovative
experiments like Bhajan
Clubbing to connect the
younger generation i.e. 'Gen-
Z' with Indian culture and
devotion. An insurance of
?100 to 110 crores has also
been taken to ensure complete
security of 10 lakh visitors and
the pandal.

For the first time, a woman
is leading the

Ganeshotsav Mandal in
Gujarat. For the first time in
Gujarat, a woman is leading
the Ganeshotsav Mandal. The
president of the Mandal, Pooja
Patel, said that it is our effort
that women can also lead such
a big event. For 11 days,
innovative experiments like
Bhajan clubbing and jamming
were done in the cultural
programs. The youth joined
here with their families
enthusiastically. Service is the
supreme religion in Sanatan
Dharma and we have
organized it with the same
spirit.

22 feet high eco-friendly
Ganesh idol made of tissue
paper decorated with gold and
silver

A 22 feet high eco-friendly
Ganesh idol made of tissue
paper will be installed in the
Vesuna Pandal with a message
of environmental protection.

The idol of Bappa, seated on
the royal throne, will be
decorated in a very
picturesque way by plating
gold leaf on silver ornaments
worth 50 lakhs.

To maintain the sanctity of
devotion and to avoid harm to
nature, Ganesh immersion will
also be done in an artificial
tank on the pandal ground of
Balar Farm instead of in the
river or sea.

Respect for policemen and
safe festival arrangements

Taking forward Lokmanya
Tilak's ideas of social unity, in
this festival, policemen who
protect the society will be
specially honored by Gen-Z
youth. Apart from this, they
will be made directly involved
in projects l ike serving
disabled and orphaned
children. Volunteers will be
deployed to avoid traffic and
parking problems.

Ahmedabad
The Meteorological

Department has predicted that
the rainy season will be more
active in Gujarat in the next 4
days. Today, from September
12 to September 15, very
heavy rain has been predicted
in some areas of the state and
heavy rain in some areas.
Today, an orange alert has
been issued in Navsari, Valsad
and Dang and a yellow alert
of heavy rain has been issued
in 7 districts including Surat
and Vadodara. While
tomorrow, i.e. on September
13, a red alert of extremely
heavy rain has been issued in
scattered places of Navsari,
Valsad, Daman, Dadra and
Nagar Haveli.

Meanwhile, light rain has
fallen in some areas of the
state despite the forecast. In
the morning, there was a
shower of rain in Mahisagar
district. While in Gir Somnath
district, the weather changed
in the afternoon. Rain has
fallen in villages including
Padapadar, Kandhi, Mota
Samadhiala, Bandharda,

Surat
A married woman living in

a posh Utaran area of ??Surat
has made a serious allegation
that her husband is pressuring
her for couple swapping.
When she informed her family
about this, they also denied
the matter by saying that it is
common in modern times to
do favoritism for her husband.
The woman has fi led a
complaint at Katargam police
station and the police have
initiated further investigation.

Serious allegations that
husband is pressuring for
couple swapping

Sahil (name changed), a
resident of Utaran area of
Surat, got married to Komal
(name changed) in the year
2017. The couple also has a
son during their married life.
Komal alleges that within a
short period of marriage, her
husband Sahil's dishonesty
and distorted mentality started
to come to the fore.

After his immoral
relationships with other
women came to light and
some videos were also found,
fights started happening.
Komal alleges that Sahil also
offered her for couple
swapping. When she
protested, she was beaten up.

When I spoke to Derani,
she said, "Such parties are
common in modern times."

After filing a complaint
against her husband and in-

In Surat, a 30-year-old married
woman was pressured by her
husband for 'couple swapping'

Rain in Una-Girgadha,
Mahisagar of Gir Somnath

Surat
Workers in Surat today

(September 12) surrounded
the Collector's office and
staged a massive protest.
They have put up a front
against the administration
with these demands: 'We
don't want a date on a date,
we want a Sunday holiday, 8-
hour shift and f ull salary.'

During this protest, a
worker alleged that the police
had threatened them by taking
photos, due to which the
situation became tense. DCP
Nakum, holding a baton in his
hand, warned that if they did
not obey us, there would be a
clash, and an FIR would be
filed. After that, the workers
were persuaded to return by
the worker leader and the
officials.

More than 10 lakh workers
have been demanding for one
and a half months

More than 10 lakh workers
working in embroidery
factories in various GIDCs in
Surat have been protesting for
the past few months
demanding one day off per
week and full wages. The
protest, which started on
August 16 f rom Vedanta
Industrial Area of ??Amroli,
gradually spread to Anjani
Industries, Katargam, Sachin
GIDC as well as Pipodara and
Kadodara, where the workers
staged violent protests by
completely stopping work. Due
to this situation, tension arose
at many places and the police

Workers in Surat took the collector's office hostage, 'Police threatened us
by taking photos'; DCP Nakum warns with a baton in his hand

'We don't want a date on a date, we
want Sunday holiday-8 hour shift'

Very heavy rain predicted in 3 districts today and heavy
rain in 7 districts, red alert in Navsari-Valsad on 13th

Dhokadwa of Gir Gadhada
taluka. While in Una city, rain
has also started slowly.
Farmers can get relief from
rain after a long time.

Wind gusting up to 40
kmph is likely, according to the
Meteorological Department, a
low-pressure area is active
over the north-west and west-
central Bay of Bengal and the
coasts of Odisha-north Andhra
Pradesh. Along with this, a
cyclonic circulation is also
active and is l ikely to
strengthen further and move
west-northwestwards in the
next 24 hours. In addition, a
trough from north Rajasthan
to the low-pressure area is
also active. Wind gusting up
to 30 to 40 kmph is also likely
in the coming days along with
thunder and lightning. There
is a possibility of light to
moderate rain in various parts
of the state on September 16
and 17.

See the position of
monsoon clouds on a satellite
map

Concerned situation in
Saurashtra and Kutch

Overall, Gujarat has
recorded a 21% deficit in
rainfall. Looking at the region-
wise situation, Gujarat has
seen a minor deficit of 7%
compared to normal rainfall,
while the situation is more
worrying in Saurashtra and
Kutch regions, where there
has been a major shortage of
rainfall of 40% compared to
normal.

Temperatures of 35°C or
more were recorded in 7
cities.

The average temperature
of coastal cities (Diu, Veraval,
Dwarka, Daman) remained
between 31°C and 33°C,
while the temperature of Bhuj,
Rajkot, Surendranagar, Deesa
crossed 36°C. The
temperature difference
between the major cities of
the state was 5.6°C (Bhuj
36.6°C to Diu 31.0°C).
Therefore, instead of
presenting the lives of saints
as mere entertainment,
propagating their true
principles, ideology and public
service works is the only true
tribute.

had to use force, due to which
the Surat Police is on high
alert and has been deployed
continuously for one and a half
months to maintain law and
order, especially on Sunday
holidays.

In this mat ter, the leaders
of the labor union had earlier
submitted a petition to the
collector's office, but since no
specific solution was found, a
large number of workers
reached the collector's office
today (September 12), where
they could not meet because
it was another Saturday, so
now they will present their
case again on Monday. To
resolve this impasse, the
administration and police are
continuously holding meetings
with traders from various
industrial areas as well as the
district labor of ficer, so that an
acceptable solution can be
found for weekly leave without
cutting wages, avoiding
conflict between the owners
and workers.

Workers' commotion in 3
pictures

'We should get Sunday off
and full salary'

Laborer Arvind Raj
Vishwakarma said, our only
demand is that we should get
a holiday every Sunday. We
are also human beings and
work 12 hours a day.
Therefore, we should get
Sunday off and full salary.
Currently, we do not get time
to eat, drink or cook and we
do not get enough sleep.

laws, the wife alleged that
when her husband informed
his mother-in-law, brother-in-
law and Derani about Sahil's
actions, the situation
worsened. Instead of
consoling her, Derani took
Sahil's side and said, "Such
parties and things like wife
swapping are quite common
in modern times."

When the wife opposed her
husband's words, he accused
her of beating her. The wife
did not give in to the
husband's pressure and
protested. Due to which the
family members beat her and
threw her out of the house.
After enduring torture for one
and a half years, the wife
finally filed a complaint at the
Katargam police station.

Nothing has come out of
our investigation so far - PI

Katargam Police Station PI
L.R. Gohil said, "A complaint
has been filed by a woman.
We have taken a complaint
under Section 498 and are
investigating all the allegations
made by her." He had earlier
said that she was offered in
this way, but nothing has come
out of the in vestigation so far.

Even 3 months ago, a wife
from Surat had made a
serious allegation that her
husband was being pressured
into couple swapping. The
wife claimed to have evidence
at that t ime and also
presented some chats.

When she protested, he beat her up, when
the girl spoke to Derani, he said - 'In modern
times, such parties are common'

We are getting only date
after date from the
administration, just like Sunny
Deol's dialogue, nothing else
is happening. We don't want
date after date, we just want
Sunday off and 8 hour shifts.

'We don't want a date on
a date, we just want a Sunday
holiday'

Further, Vishwakarma said
that this has been going on for
the last one month and no one
is listening, no one cares
about the common people. If
this demand is not met, then
we will go ahead and block
the roads and do whatever we
have to do.

If the demands are not
met by the 30th, the workers
have been angered by the lack
of satisfactory action or
response from the
administration despite the
expiry of the application form
given earlier. Regarding this,
the representative of the
workers' union, Ajay D. Dubey,
said that if our demands and
just rights are not resolved by
the next 30th, we will use our
statutory rights to force us to
go on hunger strike and sit on
dharna. The union wil l
vigorously agitate for the
implementation of
government laws by the
concerned departments and
for the workers to get justice.

"But after the officials and
leaders explained, they
understood and left. There is
peace in the entire area now.
Permission was given for only
150 to 200 people, but around
1000 to 1200 people had
gathered here. Local police
will be deployed on Monday as
well. Also, since their
presentation is before the
administrative system, further
action will be taken by the
system regarding their
demands."

Gandhinagar
30-year-old Shoaib

committed suicide by jumping
into the Adalaj canal in
Gandhinagar along with his 7-
year-old son. Fed up with his
wife's affair, he also made a
final 44-second video. In
which the husband said, 'We
have come to die, Muskan-her
boyfriend betrayed me'. After
12 days in this case, Kalol
taluka police have registered
a case of abetment against six
people including the daughter-
in-law and her boyfriend,
based on the complaint of the
deceased's father. What did

Fed up with his wife's affair in Ahmedabad,
husband jumps into canal with 7-year-old son,
says- I couldn't bear to be betrayed again

Shoaib say in the final video
and what was found on his
mobile that left the family
members shocked, let's know
in detail...Shoaib was married

to Muskan 8 years ago.
Shoaib, the son of

Sulemanbhai Jadav, who l ived
in Sipahiwas in Sarkhej area
of Ahmedabad, was a driver.
He was married to Muskan,
the daughter of Yashinbhai
Sahzada of Shela village,
about eight years ago. During
their married life, they had a
7-year-old son named Ujer.
However, after some time of
marriage, the couple started
having problems due to some
issue. Then his wife Muskan
had been angry for the last six
months and had gone to her
lover.


