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Editorial

Tightrope walk
The term, BRIC, was coined 25 years ago by the Goldman

Sachs economist, Jim O’Neill, to describe Brazil, Russia, India
and China as emerging economies that would gain weight in
global GDP. It was a research label, not a blueprint for an
institution or a common geopolitical strategy. Political leaders
of these countries subsequently appropriated the acronym and
held the first BRIC summit in 2009, adding South Africa the
next year and turning BRIC into BRICS. The group went on to
create the New Development Bank in 2015, but beyond that
single institution, it has not articulated a mandate that binds
members in clear, measurable forms of cooperation. In the
last two years, Egypt, Ethiopia, Iran, Indonesia, Saudi Arabia
and the United Arab Emirates have joined BRICS which has
left the expanded bloc functioning mostly as a loose consultative
forum. As the current chair of BRICS, India is scheduled to
host a summit in New Delhi next month. For India, BRICS has
never been an anti-West project, and it has consistently resisted
attempts to cast it as a counter-G7 platform. New Delhi frames
BRICS as one plank in its policy of multi-alignment that seeks
simultaneous engagement with the United States of America,
Europe, Russia, China and the Gulf without accepting bloc
commitment. India sees BRICS instrumentally — as a forum
for selective cooperation on some issues like development
finance while avoiding any binding commitments on geopolitical
issues. This approach has become sharper since the US
president, Donald Trump, took visible offence at some BRICS
narratives such as de-dollarisation, prompting Narendra Modi
to walk back from his rhetoric of using domestic currency for
trade. In practice, BRICS functions for India as a geopolitical
balancing mechanism that allows it to hedge between Western
partners and major non-Western actors such as China, Russia
and Iran. Within the grouping, India projects itself as a bridge
between the West and the rest and uses summit communiqués
and working groups to keep channels open with countries that
have strained ties with Washington. This posture is presented
by Modi as evidence of a doctrine of multi-alignment, but the
record shows a narrow transactionalism that rarely converts
into substantive outcomes beyond symbolic participation. This
approach requires constant swings to ensure that relations
with one bloc do not damage partnerships with other partners.
The Modi government has struggled to explain how this balancing
act yields tangible benefits for India. Even though the strategic
outcomes remain consistently underwhelming, foreign policy
elites in New Delhi celebrate this ambiguity as a sophisticated
diplomatic achievement. A rigorous empirical evaluation
demonstrates that refusing to take definitive stands has
rendered India irrelevant during critical moments of
international crisis. India’s long-standing argument is that a
multipolar Asia is necessary for a multipolar world. BRICS is
seen as a vehicle to advance that claim. It would want other
member states to remember that Chinese hegemony cannot
replace Western dominance, but China’s relative weight within
BRICS and Beijing’s parallel efforts through the Belt and Road
Initiative have made that proposition unpalatable. The economic
disparities between India and China since 2014 have sharpened
the asymmetry inside BRICS and exposed India’s limited ability
to shape group outcomes. The Modi government would like to
use BRICS to constrain Chinese dominance, but in negotiations
it ends up reacting to Chinese and Russian proposals rather
than setting the agenda. The term, BRIC, was coined 25 years
ago by the Goldman Sachs economist, Jim O’Neill, to describe
Brazil, Russia, India and China as emerging economies that
would gain weight in global GDP. It was a research label, not a
blueprint for an institution or a common geopolitical strategy.
Political leaders of these countries subsequently appropriated
the acronym and held the first BRIC summit in 2009, adding
South Africa the next year and turning BRIC into BRICS. The
group went on to create the New Development Bank in 2015,
but beyond that single institution, it has not articulated a
mandate that binds members in clear, measurable forms of
cooperation. In the last two years, Egypt, Ethiopia, Iran,
Indonesia, Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates have
joined BRICS which has left the expanded bloc functioning
mostly as a loose consultative forum. As the current chair of
BRICS, India is scheduled to host a summit in New Delhi next
month. For India, BRICS has never been an anti-West project,
and it has consistently resisted attempts to cast it as a counter-
G7 platform. New Delhi frames BRICS as one plank in its policy
of multi-alignment that seeks simultaneous engagement with
the United States of America, Europe, Russia, China and the
Gulf without accepting bloc commitment. India sees BRICS
instrumentally — as a forum for selective cooperation on some
issues like development finance while avoiding any binding
commitments on geopolitical issues. This approach has become
sharper since the US president, Donald Trump, took visible
offence at some BRICS narratives such as de-dollarisation,
prompting Narendra Modi to walk back from his rhetoric of
using domestic currency for trade.

In practice, BRICS functions for India as a geopolitical
balancing mechanism that allows it to hedge between Western
partners and major non-Western actors such as China, Russia
and Iran. Within the grouping, India projects itself as a bridge
between the West and the rest and uses summit communiqués
and working groups to keep channels open with countries that
have strained ties with Washington. This posture is presented
by Modi as evidence of a doctrine of multi-alignment, but the
record shows a narrow transactionalism that rarely converts
into substantive outcomes beyond symbolic participation. This
approach requires constant swings to ensure that relations
with one bloc do not damage partnerships with other partners.
The Modi government has struggled to explain how this balancing
act yields tangible benefits for India. Even though the strategic
outcomes remain consistently underwhelming, foreign policy
elites in New Delhi celebrate this ambiguity as a sophisticated
diplomatic achievement. A rigorous empirical evaluation
demonstrates that refusing to take definitive stands has
rendered India irrelevant during critical moments of
international crisis. India’s long-standing argument is that a
multipolar Asia is necessary for a multipolar world. BRICS is
seen as a vehicle to advance that claim. It would want other
member states to remember that Chinese hegemony cannot
replace Western dominance, but China’s relative weight within
BRICS and Beijing’s parallel efforts through the Belt and Road
Initiative have made that proposition unpalatable. The economic
disparities between India and China since 2014 have sharpened
the asymmetry inside BRICS and exposed India’s limited ability
to shape group outcomes. The Modi government would like to
use BRICS to constrain Chinese dominance, but in negotiations
it ends up reacting to Chinese and Russian proposals rather
than setting the agenda. Managing internal cohesion inside an
enlarged BRICS has become a central challenge for India’s
presidency, particularly after visible friction between the UAE
and Iranian representatives in recent meetings. The group
now includes states with directly conflicting regional interests,
which makes consensus on issues from energy security to
Middle East crises difficult. For New Delhi, the tightrope is
twofold. It must avoid signing on to West-driven agendas that
would alienate Russia, China or Iran, while simultaneously
resisting Sino-Russian attempts to turn BRICS into an explicit
anti-West platform. Leadership optics around summit
attendance reinforce this pressure.

Bangladesh has a terrorism problem it cannot ignore
Bangladesh may not have

a terrorism problem on the
scale of, say, Pakistan. But it
does have a terrorism
problem, and pretending
otherwise has repeatedly
allowed a smaller, evolving
threat to be rediscovered only
after it has changed form. The
latest warning about al-Qaeda
in Bangladesh should neither
be sensationalised nor
dismissed.

Early this month, the
United Nations Security
Council’s Analytical Support
and Sanctions Monitoring
Team reported “some
concern” that al-Qaeda in the
Indian Subcontinent (AQIS)
was attempting to exploit
Bangladesh to establish cells.
The wording was cautious, as
intelligence assessments of
this kind usually are. It did not
claim that al-Qaeda had
established some sprawling
organisation inside
Bangladesh.

AQIS is increasingly
understood to operate through
small, dispersed logistical,
financial, and operational
networks rather than the
conspicuous structures
associated with an earlier
generation of jihadist
organisations. Yet
Bangladesh’s Home Minister,
Salahuddin Ahmed,
responded by saying that the
government was not taking the
report into account, describing
what he understood of it as
assumption-based.

The response matters
because Bangladesh has been
here before. Again and again,
periods of declining terrorist
violence have been interpreted
not simply as counterterrorism
success but as evidence that
the underlying problem has
disappeared. This has
happened under governments
of different political colours. It
happened under Sheikh
Hasina, whose government
often insisted that Islamic
State had no organisational
presence in Bangladesh even
while Bangladeshi terrorists
were adopting its ideology and
carrying out attacks in its
name.

It also happened much
earlier under Khaleda Zia. In
March 2005, Zia told
parliament that Islamist
terrorism and religious
extremism did not exist in
Bangladesh, dismissing
reports about Taliban and al-
Qaeda elements as opposition
propaganda. Five months
later, Jamatul Mujahideen
Bangladesh, JMB, exploded
hundreds of bombs across 63
of the country’s 64 districts in
one of the most extraordinary
demonstrations of terrorist
organisational reach South
Asia had witnessed.

The lesson is not that every
government has deliberately
concealed terrorism. It is that
Bangladesh has developed a
recurring political instinct to
equate acknowledging
extremism with damaging the
country’s reputation,
conceding ground to political
opponents, or validating
foreign criticism. Under
Khaleda Zia, senior ministers
spent years questioning
whether organised terrorists
existed at all. But thanks to
leaked US diplomatic cables
published by WikiLeaks, we
know some of these ministers
were accusing Zia and her
son, the current Prime
Minister, of patronising the
terrorists to attack their
opponents.

As Bangla Bhai and his
followers operated openly in
parts of northern Bangladesh,
officials and coalition figures
accused newspapers and the
public of inventing the
phenomenon. Only after the
violence became impossible to
deny did the government move
decisively against JMB and
related organisations.
Contemporary reporting
noted that intelligence officials
had repeatedly warned
policymakers about terrorist
activity before the nationwide
bombing campaign.

This matters because
terrorism in Bangladesh has
never behaved like a
permanent organisation with
a headquarters, membership
card, and easily identifiable
chain of command. The

country’s jihadist networks
have repeatedly fragmented
under pressure, changed
names, transferred personnel,
adopted new international
brands, and resurfaced in
different forms. The important
question, then, is not whether
a particular organisation
maintains a visible office
somewhere in Dhaka. It is
whether networks, ideologies,
personal relationships,
financing, recruitment, and
operational experience
survive periods of
suppression. Bangladesh’s
history strongly suggests that
they do.

That history begins long
before Islamic State and long
before the 2016 Holey Artisan
Bakery massacre. The roots of
modern Bangladeshi jihadism
reach into the anti-Soviet war
in Afghanistan during the
1980s. Thousands of
Bangladeshis were reported
to have travelled to
participate in the Afghan jihad,
although precise figures
remain disputed. The exact
number matters less than
what some veterans brought
home: battlefield experience,
ideological conviction, and
relationships formed among
Pakistani, Afghan, Arab, and
other foreign terrorists.
Afghanistan created an
international fraternity of jihad
in which local struggles could
be understood as components
of a much larger religious and
political project. It is believed
that Pakistan’s ISI, in league
with elements of Bangladeshi
intell igence, used these
networks in Bangladesh and
Myanmar throughout the
1990s. Dirty work indeed.

Veterans of these conflicts
subsequently helped establish
Harkat-ul-Jihad-al-Islami
Bangladesh, HuJI-B, which
emerged publicly in the early
1990s. Bangladesh was
therefore connected to the
jihadist currents developing
around Afghanistan and
Pakistan well before the
attacks of September 11
transformed terrorism into a
central issue of international
politics. Fazlul Rahman,
associated with Bangladesh’s
jihadist movement, was
among the signatories to
Osama bin Laden’s 1998
declaration calling for attacks
against the United States and
its allies. Bangladeshi terrorists
were also documented
training in Afghanistan and
interacting with organisations
associated with al-Qaeda. The
proposition that Bangladeshi
terrorism has developed
entirely in isolation from
transnational jihadism is
simply incompatible with the
historical record. Rohingya
terrorist organisations were
funnelled through Bangladesh
to Pakistan, then eventually to
al-Qaeda training camps in
Afghanistan. A Bangladeshi
terrorist once got a job with
British Airways to plot mass-
casualty terrorist attacks in the
UK.

Yet these international
connections did not prevent
terrorism from becoming
deeply home-grown. JMB
emerged in the late 1990s and
developed an extensive
domestic infrastructure. Its
capabilities became
impossible to deny on 17
August 2005, when hundreds
of bombs exploded within a
short period across almost the
entire country. The relatively
low death toll obscured the
organisational significance of
the operation. A clandestine
movement had recruited
enough personnel and built
the logistical and
communications networks
needed to stage attacks
simultaneously from one end
of Bangladesh to the other.
That episode should have
permanently ended the
assumption that the absence
of spectacular violence means
the absence of organised
extremism. Terrorist groups
can spend years recruiting,
fundraising, preaching,
developing safe houses, and
preparing cadres without
attracting sustained national
attention. Periods of silence
may mean that a network has
been successfully disrupted.
They can also mean that it has
fragmented, gone

belong to indigenous networks
while simultaneously
embracing the ideology,
propaganda, objectives, and
identity of an international
jihadist movement. This is why
AQIS’s current evolution
matters. Modern al-Qaeda
affiliates do not necessarily
require large training camps
or conspicuous territorial
structures. Decentralised
organisations survive through
facil itators, recruiters,
financiers, propagandists,
encrypted communications,
informal relationships, and
relatively small cells. They can
be weaker than their
predecessors while also being
harder to identify. Evolution
does not always mean
expansion. Sometimes it
means becoming smaller,
more dispersed, and more
resil ient. Bangladesh’s
counterterrorism campaign
after Holey Artisan significantly
weakened terrorist
organisations. Security
agencies disrupted plots,
captured or killed important
operatives, dismantled cells,
and reduced the ability of
jihadists to stage spectacular
attacks. Those achievements
deserve recognition. But
successful counterterrorism
should never be confused with
permanent eradication.
Suppression frequently
produces fragmentation, and
fragmented movements can
later adapt to changing
political and technological
conditions. An unavoidable

underground, or entered
another phase of
development.

A decade later, the
ecosystem transformed again.
Al-Qaeda announced AQIS in
2014 as part of its effort to
consolidate jihadist networks
across South Asia. At almost
the same time, Islamic State
was expanding across Syria
and Iraq and presenting itself
as the new centre of global
jihad. Bangladesh became
one of the countries in which
both movements found local
sympathisers and operatives.
The 2014 Burdwan blast in
India showed how the
networks operate across
multiple countries and
nationalities. Ansarullah
Bangla Team, subsequently
known as Ansar al-Islam,
became closely associated
with AQIS. It targeted secular
writers, bloggers, publishers,
and activists, while al-Qaeda
propaganda celebrated
attacks against figures it
accused of insulting Islam in
Bangladesh. Islamic State

appealed to a different
constellation of Bangladeshi
terrorists and sympathisers.
Bangladeshis travelled abroad
to join the organisation, while
local networks adopted its
propaganda, ideology, and
methods.

The most infamous
manifestation came with the
Holey Artisan Bakery attack in
July 2016, when terrorists
murdered 22 people in Dhaka.
Islamic State claimed
responsibility, while
Bangladeshi authorities
emphasised that the attackers
belonged to a domestic Neo-
JMB network rather than a
foreign-controlled Islamic
State branch. Operationally,
the distinction mattered.
Politically, however, it became
too easy to use that distinction
to minimise the wider
significance of transnational
affi l iation. A terrorist
organisation does not need
direct command-and-control
from Raqqa or Kabul for its
influence to be real.
Bangladeshi terrorists can

political complication also
exists. Under Sheikh Hasina,
counterterrorism became
entangled with allegations of
extrajudicial killings, enforced
disappearances, politicised
prosecutions, and wider
authoritarianism. Those
abuses damaged public
confidence in security
institutions. But recognising
them does not require
adopting the reverse
proposition that the terrorist
threat itself was invented.
Khaleda Zia’s experience
demonstrates why. Her
government initially
downplayed terrorism and
then, once JMB’s capabilities
became undeniable, mounted
a much more serious
campaign against it. The
threat did not become real on
21 August 2004. What
changed was its visibility.
Terrorists were trying to
assassinate her political rivals
in high-profile attacks. She
tried to cover it up.
Bangladesh therefore needs a
more mature way of
discussing terrorism. It does
not face the same threat
environment as Britain, which
has dealt with decades of
domestic and international
terrorism, sophisticated lone-
actor radicalisation, repeated
jihadist plots, and a large
permanent counterterrorism
architecture. Comparing the
two directly would exaggerate
Bangladesh’s situation. But the
opposite conclusion is equally
mistaken.
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Sergio Gor and the perils of unfiltered diplomacy:
When candour becomes a liability

Diplomats are trained to
protect sensitive information.
Silence and discretion are
part of the job. Over time they
build deep personal bonds
with foreign peers and keep
discussions secret to protect
mutual interests, for they
know that leaking a single
detail breaks international
trust and ruins the
atmosphere. They practise
‘trained control’, guarding their
words every single day until
quietness becomes a habit.

However, diplomacy in the
21st century is changing.
Political loyalists and
unconventional operators are
increasingly being preferred to
traditional career diplomats. A
premier example of this shift
is Sergio Gor, the US
Ambassador to India, who
proved that traditional
diplomatic secrecy has no

place in the age of unfiltered
public storytelling, leaving
India’s Ministry of External
Affairs scrambling to explain
normal protocol and its own
version of whatever Gor had
said.

Handpicked by US
President Donald Trump for
his fierce loyalty and
background in political
communications rather than
any experience in handling
diplomatic relations, Gor
brings an “unfettered”,
transactional energy to New
Delhi. While this direct line to
the White House can
accelerate commercial and
defence initiatives, diplomacy
ultimately demands a level of
structural finesse that political
operatives often lack.

This lack of institutional
discretion was laid bare when
Gor’s public remarks

regarding a bilateral meeting
between Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and President
Trump placed India’s Ministry
of External Affairs (MEA) in a
highly uncomfortable
diplomatic bind.

The Disruption of
Diplomatic Omertà

Diplomacy operates on an
unwritten code of
confidentiality and honour
regarding behind-the-scenes
negotiations and standard
operational protocols.
However, addressing the
Economic Times World
Leaders Forum in New Delhi
on August 22, 2026, Gor
breached this convention by
candidly revealing some of the
behind-the-scenes workings
of the June 2026 bilateral
meeting between Modi and
Trump on the sidelines of the
G7 summit in France.

Gor shared a detailed
anecdote claiming that the
MEA’s primary, specific
request ahead of the meeting
was to allow media presence
for opening remarks but to
strictly prohibit a live Q&A
session. According to Gor,
President Trump agreed to the
request beforehand but broke
the agreement by asking the
press, “Any questions?”,
prompting an impromptu 45-
minute press conference while
a reluctant and uncomfortable
Indian delegation looked on.

Putting the MEA in a Bind
While Gor may have

intended the story as a
humorous, light-hearted
illustration of Donald Trump’s
unpredictable charm, the
revelation triggered an
immediate domestic and
international headache for the
MEA.

In India, the revelation
became instant ammunition
for opposition parties, who
weaponised Gor’s comments
to argue that the government
fears unscripted media
interactions. By pulling back
the curtain and revealing a
closed-door process, Gor
inadvertently validated
domestic criticisms regarding
the management of the Prime
Minister’s public image. The
comments forced Indian
government sources to issue
clarifications.

In trying to neutralise the
political fallout, Indian
government sources stated
that discussions regarding
media arrangements for
leader appearances are

routine and standard protocol
ahead of any VVIP visit,
explaining that a cautious
approach was adopted due to
the U.S. President’s
unpredictable behaviour.
Publicly labelling the head of
state of India’s most critical
strategic partner as
“unpredictable” is a rhetorical
position the MEA always seeks
to avoid.

The Dual-Edged Sword of
the Political Diplomat

Gor’s performance
underscores the classic
paradox of the non-career
diplomat. On one hand, his
lack of traditional restraint
allows him to make bold
moves. Just days prior to this
controversy, Gor broke
decades of rigid US neutrality
during a historic visit to
Srinagar by openly calling
Jammu and Kashmir “an
important part of India”. While
this thrilled New Delhi, it
triggered an asymmetric
diplomatic firestorm with
Pakistan, showcasing how his
unfiltered rhetoric can
reshape regional dynamics
overnight.

On the other hand, the
very trait that enables such
bold proclamations — an
indifference to traditional
diplomatic statecraft —
manifests as a deficit in
necessary finesse. Gor’s public
disclosure of a private bilateral
arrangement proved that he
still thinks like a political
communications director
aiming to entertain a crowd,
rather than an envoy tasked
with protecting the mutual

dignity of two sovereign
nations and building trust
between them.

Indian Media Also Annoyed
Sergio Gor also annoyed

sections of the Indian media
by publicly mocking the chaotic
nature of prime-time Indian
TV news. Gor took a sharp,
humorous swipe at the
shouting matches that define
Indian prime-time television,
calling the shows increasingly
“crazy” as the night went on.
At 6 pm, he noted, there are
eight panellists arguing on
screen. By 10 pm, the number
grows to 12 people, all
shouting simultaneously. He
concluded that the broadcast

becomes total noise, making
it impossible to hear a single
person.

Gor went beyond humour
to heavily criticise the core
journalistic standards of
mainstream Indian media,
asserting that the line between
news, analysis and factual
reporting has vanished. He
stated that while he used to
believe “fake news” was a
distinct issue in the United
States, Indian media has
taken misinformation even
further. Sergio Gor’s tenure as
Ambassador to India marks a
stark departure from the era
of carefully managed, highly
scripted statecraft. His direct

candour has proven effective
in cutting through bureaucratic
red tape to advance trade and
technological pacts. However,
as his recent G7-related
disclosures demonstrate, a
total absence of diplomatic
finesse carries steep costs.
When an ambassador
prioritises unfiltered
storytell ing over state
discretion, the host foreign
ministry is left cleaning up the
collateral damage. For the
MEA, navigating the Trump
administration requires careful
protocol — a task made
infinitely harder when the US
Ambassador himself refuses
to keep a secret.

Why Harry’s return may be a boon for lesser royals

he return of Prince Harry
and his wife Meghan and their
children to the UK was
inevitable. He is, after all, the
younger son of the monarch,
and King Charles III is not
exactly in the pink of health.
Harry also remains a
Counsellor of State, a status
that makes him one of the four
royals who can stand in for the
monarch at Privy Council
meetings and even give
formal assent to new laws.
This, despite all his
transgressions and hurtful
public griping against the
Royal Family.

Though the Windsors are
not a warm and fuzzy clan,
blue blood clearly runs thicker
than water and his royal birth
guarantees that Harry stays
within the ambit, even if he is
the ‘spare’, not the heir. More
so now that the official royal
pariah is Harry’s Andrew
Chacha, whose chances of
redemption and pardon
receded with the demise of his
doting mother, Queen
Elizabeth II. Andrew and Harry
would both agree that
parental soft spots are more
reliable than fraternal ones.

Although Meghan is not in
the same mould as Saintly
Chhoti Chachi Sophie (now
styled Duchess of Edinburgh,
wife of Chhote Chacha
Edward,) and Dutiful Kate
Jethani (Yuvrani Wales), Harry
has managed to get her back
to the Windsor sasural. That
shows Harry still matters a lot
to his royal father. Indeed,
King Charles relenting despite
Harry’s peevish potshots at his
Sauteli Maa Queen Camilla
draws a line under the ginger
haired prince’s paternity issue
too.

Had Harry really been only
Diana’s son — as many
alleged for decades — Charles
would never have forgiven him
for insulting Camilla, the only
woman he has always loved.
Only blood ties have that
power. As the “other woman”
Camilla prevailed over Diana
who had only a fragile spousal
bond with Charles, despite the
centripetal force of a royal
marriage. But even as Queen
Camilla was not a
countervail ing factor in
prodigal royal son Harry’s
return to the family fold

That Charles also
disregarded his elder son and
heir Prince William’s widely-
publicised disapproval of
Harry and allowed the
troublesome younger one back
supports Harry’s purported
stance that as a “prince of the
blood” it is his birthright to be
in Britain. The King’s decision
underlines the fact that the
blameless and correct older
son means exactly as much to
him as his younger son. That
must rankle with William if
media reports of their bitter
fraternal feud are true.

The rift between royal
brothers Charles and Andrew
is a longstanding one,
exacerbated by the leeway
given to the latter by their
mother. But Andrew’s rapid
descent from the Duke of York
into plain Mr Mountbatten-
Windsor — despite being “of
the blood royal” too — after
Queen Elizabeth II’s death
may have made Harry realise
that a return to Britain was a
better bet now than in the
eventual reign of King William
V. There’s no telling what his
Bade Bhaiya could do….

It is also nothing short of a

palace coup that Harry has
managed to outmanoeuvre
the “men in grey suits” (as he
calls palace officials) and got
his father to allow him and his
family a second chance back
in the UK. And though there
are discreet signals from the
palace that the King’s ban on
a “half in, half out’
arrangement for the Sussexes
stands, that may not be the
case as they need to finance
their California lifestyle in
London and “royalness” is
their only marketable asset.

How Harry and Meghan
plan to finance their return to
the UK and the school fees for
their children is moot. Will the
Sussexes be able to charge
organisers to make red carpet
appearances and “good
works” back in the UK when
their indefatigable Bade
Bhaiya and Bhabhi do the very
same thing for free? All the
usual means available for
monetisation — TV, cinema,
endorsements, even running
a ‘royal’ business — are easier
on the other side of the
Atlantic. In Britain, it will be
more tricky.

Unless Harry has pulled off

the mother (or father) of all
coups by persuading King
Charles to personally bankroll
his princely life. Of course, that
expense would be loose
change for the head of the
House of Windsor who has a
personal net worth of $860
million. But the British press
says they plan to fund their UK
life much the same way as
they did in California: through
their own money, non-royal
business ventures (whatever
that implies) and “creative”
projects.

If that plan has been
approved by the King, this
would be the second coup
pulled off by Harry. Because it
in effect means “half in and
half out”, as they would be “in”
the UK and de facto part of the
Royal Family but “out” of the
restrictions of royal protocol
— which includes not being
able to accept paid
appearances. While Bade
Bhaiya and Bhabhi may not be
wildly thrilled about this
freedom negotiated by Harry
for the Sussex brood, lesser
ranking royal relatives may be
thrilled.

That would set a

precedent for not only the
York princesses Beatrice and
Eugenie to add to the family
pot to help their out-of-luck,
demoted parents but also any
others in the Clan Windsor
who find it hard to keep up
appearances with inherited
assets but no l iquidity.
Whether Harry has swung
such a deal with his Papaji will
become evident within days of
the Sussexes’ moving back to
Britain. Meghan’s acting
comeback via Netflix has now
been nixed; so they must have
a Plan B.

There will be attempts to
spin the Sussexes return as
evidence of the failure of
‘Megxit’ and their waning
marketability even in the
royal-crazy US. But whether
it is a comeback or a
comedown will hinge on how
they fashion their new life
“back home” and how they
mend fences with the ageing
King Charles III and Queen
Camilla and the future King
Wil l iam V and Queen
Catherine, making up for all
the past bitterness. Much will
depend on how Chhoti Bahu
plays it this time.

Faisal was beaten 107 times
in 10 minutes in Bhavnagar

Bhavnagar, Faizal
murdered a girl in a live-in
relationship at the S.T. bus
stand in Bhavnagar on
September 3. Then the police
caught the killer and today
(August 5) took him to the
scene and reconstructed it. In
which PI D.P. Unadkat of
Neelambagh Police Station
tied the accused Faizal alias
Khatki with a rope and gave
him 107 lashes with a short
stick. Questions have been
raised about the PI D.P.
Unadkat of Neelambagh Police
Station taking the accused in
public and beating him up as
if the orders of the DGP of
Gujarat and the Supreme
Court were not applicable. It
is worth mentioning that the
former in-charge DGP of
Gujarat, Dr. K.L.N. Rao had
issued a strict written order
prohibiting the public
procession of any accused and
action against policemen who
behaved humiliatingly with the
accused.  In a telephonic
conversation with PI Unadkat,
he said, The service was

performed publicly to prevent
this from happening to any
other women. See the blows
of the cane in 6 pictures
According to the video's
timeline, the PI inflicted 48
blows in the first 4 minutes
alone. According to the video's
timeline, the PI inflicted 48
blows in the first 4 minutes
alone. Live-in partner was
kicked out, CCTV Kajalben, 40,
daughter of 70-year-old
Bhaguben Baraiya, living in
Kumbharwada, Bhavnagar,
was in a live-in relationship
with 20-year-old Faizal alias
Khatki Rafikbhai Lakhani, who
lived on the footpath of the S.T.
bus stand for the last eight
years.  On the afternoon of
September 3, Kajalben was

talking to her acquaintance
Ravi alias Bado Gohel near the
bus stand, when Faizal, who
had come out of jail, reached
there and started a fight over
the relationship.

Enraged, Faizal kicked Ravi
and Kajal and threw them on
the ti les, and grabbed
Kajalben by the hair and
repeatedly hit her on the head,
neck and face. When Kajal
became unconscious, Faizal
took her to Sir T. Hospital via
108, where the doctor on duty
declared her dead.

Faisal alias Khatki was
caught and publicly confronted
by the police. The deceased's
mother Bhaguben Baraiya had
filed a complaint against the
accused Faisal alias Khatki for
murdering her daughter. The
police arrested the accused
Faisal alias Khatki Rafikbhai
Lakhani. After that, today
(August 5), he was re-
arrested at the ST bus stand.
The police publicly confronted
the accused Faisal alias Khatki.
The accused will be produced
in court today.
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Una
A shocking incident has

come to light in Gir Gadhada,
Gir Somnath on the late night
of September 2. While taking
seven accused to Gir Gadhada
police station after conducting
a gambling raid in Sonaria
village, the police vehicle
overturned at a bend near
Bediya village. 10 people,
including a policeman and the
accused, were injured in this
accident.

Rajesh, who was caught
gambling and was riding in a
police car, made serious
allegations and said,

The policeman driving the
car was in a drunken state. He
was driving at a speed of 100,
due to which he lost control
of the car on the curve. We
repeatedly requested him to
drive the car slowly, but he did
not agree.After the accident,
the police called 112 instead
of 108. The 112 team
immediately reached the spot,
but they only took the injured
police personnel for
treatment. Then the locals or
one of us informed 108.

What is the whole
incident?

Based on the information,
the police raided Sonaria
village around 1 am. The
police caught Rajesh Mer,
Pravin Bariya, Madhubhai
Makwana, Gopal Bariya,
Rajesh Bariya, Jagdish
Bambhaniya and Girish
Dalavadiya while they were
playing gambling. A terrible
accident occurred while taking
all of them to Gir Gadhada
police station.

All 10 people in the vehicle
sustained minor to major
injuries. The injured included

'Drunk policeman caught gamblers'

50% weightage in driving test will be reduced, only 17% passed in
four-wheeler and 73% in two-wheeler test in a month

Ahmedabad RTO to get second
AI track in eight months

police constable Vipul
Lakhnotra and GRD jawan
Raju Dalawadia. After the
accident, the first team of 112
arrived and shifted the injured
police personnel for
treatment. After that, the
second team of 112 sent 4
people to Girgadha for
treatment. The other 3 injured
were taken to Una
Government Hospital by 108
ambulance.

The vehicle was removed
from the road overnight.

The police vehicle was
removed from the scene
overnight after the accident.
Currently, no official complaint
regarding the accident or
gambling has been registered
at the Girgadhada police
station.

Blood sample of police
personnel will be taken:

Regarding the PI incident,
Gir Gadhada PI Chavda said
that the police personnel has
been accused of drinking
alcohol and has been
discharged after treatment in
Kodinar. His blood sample will
be taken and if alcohol is
found, legal action will be
taken.

A month ago, a Bolero
vehicle belonging to
Savarkundla Town Police
Station met with an accident
on the Mumbai-Delhi
Expressway in Surat. The
driver lost control of the
steering while trying to avoid
a cement girder and hit the
iron railing on the side of the
road. In which the front of the
vehicle was completely
crushed and the driver's side
tire also burst and came loose.

Ahmedabad
While the AI ??driving

test has been started in
Ahmedabad RTO for a
month and a half, Divya
Bhaskar has received
exclusive information that
the RTO is introducing a
second AI track in the
coming days. Due to this,
the waiting time of drivers
coming to take the driving
test will be reduced by 50%.

However, due to the fact
that only one track is
currently operational, there
is a waiting period of one
month for the two-wheeler
test and two months for the
four-wheeler test. In the last
one month, due to the AI
?track, 17% of the four-
wheeler and 73% of the
two-wheeler drivers have
passed the test.

One to two months
waiting for driving test

Currently, only one AI
driving test is operational in
Ahmedabad RTO. Due to
which there is a waiting
period of 50 to 55 days for
the four-wheel test and 30
days for the two-wheel test.
To reduce this waiting
period, a second driving test
will be started at the RTO in

the next 8 months. For this,
planning and other work is
currently underway.

'Waiting will be reduced
by 50 percent after the
second test track is built'

According to
Ahmedabad RTO officer
Balmukund Suryavanshi, an
AI-based track is currently
running in Ahmedabad for a
full license. Here, the waiting
time is 50 to 55 days for
four-wheelers and 30 days
for two-wheelers every day.
After the second track is
built in the RTO in the next
8 months, there will be a
50% reduction in waiting.
Due to which applicants will
easily get a full license by
giving the test. Currently,
100 to 110 driving tests are
conducted in four-wheelers
and 160 to 180 in two-
wheelers every day.

The number of people
failing the four-wheeler test
has increased due to AI
track. A total of 2060 tests
have been conducted in
one month for LMV in AI
track. Out of which 358
applicants have passed and
1702 have failed. While
3456 tests have been
conducted in two-wheelers.

Out of which 2548 have
passed and 908 have failed.
While 80 percent of the
applicants in four-wheelers
have failed due to parallel
parking and in two-wheelers,
people have failed due to
foot down at the last three.
While three main reasons for
failure have come to the
fore. In which people do not
pay equal attention while
giving the driving test, do
not watch its demo video
properly before the test.
Also, people come to give
the test in four-wheelers
without proper skills.

50% fail in 1 month on
AI track in Rajkot RTO

In the one month since
the AI driving test track was
built at the Rajkot RTO
office, i.e. from July 16 to
August 16, 2026, out of
6,534 applicants including
two-wheelers and four-
wheelers, 2,956 vehicle
drivers have failed the
driving test, while 3,578
applicants have passed. In
this, the failure rate among
those who took the driving
test in large vehicles
including cars is the highest
at 86.82 percent. There has
been a stir as 1,732 vehicle
drivers out of 1,995 failed
for driving licenses of large
vehicles including cars.

While 1,224 out of 4,539
people have failed in two-
wheelers. The reason for this
is that applicants forget to
stand at the 4th signal on
the new AI driving test track
and do not even watch the
full video on how to give the
driving test. Due to which a
long waiting period of two
months is being seen. So
now another AI driving test
track will be built in the RTO
office.

10 hospitalized after car overturns
at 100 kmph in Gir Gadhada

Gandhinagar
A heart-wrenching CCTV

footage of a suicide has
surfaced from Dehgam,
Gandhinagar. An unidentified
youth ended his life by running
away as a large truck
approached, just opposite the
Aashirvad Hospital on the
Dehgam-Ahmedabad road.

A painful death in the blink
of an eye. As can be seen in
the CCTV, the young man was
walking normally on the road.
Meanwhile, after a truck
coming from Ahmedabad
passed, as another large truck
approached, he suddenly got
impulsive and jumped under
the rear tire of the truck.

The police started an
investigation to identify the
youth and the truck driver fled

As soon as the truck arrived, he
ran and fell asleep under the tire

Ahmedabad
Gaurang Vyas, a veteran

musician, arranger and singer,
who was a pinnacle of Gujarati
film music, folk music and soft
music, passed away late last
night in Ahmedabad at the age
of 87. Born in Mumbai on
November 24, 1938, Gaurang
Vyas, son of Padma Shri
Avinash Vyas, enriched the
Gujarati music world with his
unique and experimental
musical style. His death has
spread a deep sense of grief
in the entire art, literature and
cultural sector and a great
golden era of music has come
to an end.

The funeral procession of
Gaurang Vyas, who was
married to Nayanaben in
Ahmedabad in 1967, left his
residence in Ahmedabad. As
he passed away in the Panch
Mahabhutan, local artists,
singers, producers and music
lovers paid tearful tributes.
Gaurang Vyas, who emerged
from his father's shadow and
created his own independent
musical tradition, will forever
live in the collective memory of
Gujarat through his immortal
compositions.

'Gaurangbhai's contribution
in making me Prafulla Dave
was huge'

Prafulla Dave said, Maniaro
was there before, Prafulla

Lata Mangeshkar-Asha Bhosle who made Gujarati songs sing;
Gaurang Vyas, the pinnacle of music, passes away in Ahmedabad

he would first play it on the
harmonium. He has spent
many memorable moments of
music with him. Talking about
Gaurang Vyas' invaluable
contribution to the field of
music, Shyamalji expressed
confidence that as long as
people continue to listen to
Gujarati music, Gaurangbhai's
name will never be forgotten.

It is difficult to meet a great
artist like him again: Sanjay
Ojha

In a special conversation
with renowned singer Sanjay
Ojha refreshed his memories
with the late musician Gaurang
Vyas. Expressing deep grief
over the demise of Gaurangji,
Sanjay Ojha said that Murabbi
Gaurang Bhai's contribution in
all fields like Gujarati film
industry, soft music, songs,
bhajans, garba and ghazals has
been unparalleled and
invaluable. It is difficult to meet
a great artist like him again,
because he was very loved by
everyone and he created an
entire music industry in the
whole of Gujarat. There was a
time when the recording
industry was considered only
Mumbai, but he created a huge
scope of music in Ahmedabad
and Gujarat. Reminiscing about
his memories with Gaurang
Vyas, Sanjaybhai said that they
have sung many TV serials,
documentaries and soft music
songs together. The famous
songs they sang like 'Ek Patan
Sheharni Nar Padmani',
'Ahmedabadno Rixhawala',
'Amthun Jarak Ame Pashto Ke
Kem Cho', 'Jeevan Pushpana
Paane Paane Pangre Re
Mansai', 'Hun To Suti' and 'Aata
Pata Ahmedabad' were all
composed by Gaurangji.
Gaurang Vyas's passing is an
irreparable loss not only for
him but for the entire Gujarati
music world.

'What was always found in the address of
the seven suras has disappeared today'

Dave was there then too, but
in 1974, by recording lakhs of
Fulani, he made us both
famous all over the world. His
image of Nakshik Nagar, a good
householder and an
unconquerable enemy has
always remained in my mind.
He adorned his personality
with virtues like letting go,
enduring, not going beyond.
Personally speaking, I can say
with great pride that
Gaurangbhai has a huge
contribution in making me
Prafulla Dave.

Gaurangbhai's name will
never be forgotten: Shyamal
Munshi

In a conversation with
Divya Bhaskar, renowned
singer and musician Shyamal
Munshi said that he paid tribute
with a heavy heart while
remembering his decades-old
relationship with Gaurangbhai.
He said that his relationship
with Gaurang Vyas was not
limited to music alone but had
a close relationship like a
family since childhood. Praising
Gaurang Vyas' musical journey
and his amazing talent,
Shyamalji said that he was an
extremely powerful, versatile
and genius composer of
Gujarati soft music and film
music. Reminiscing about the
past, he added that whenever
he created a new composition,

the spot with the vehicle in
panic. Local residents and
drivers gathered in large
numbers in the vicinity. The
police took possession of the
body and shifted it to the
government hospital for
postmortem. Currently, no
information has been found
about who the deceased youth
is and where he hails from.

Car drags bike 200 meters,
husband and wife in critical
condition in hit and run; CCTV

A couple has been
seriously injured in a hit and
run in Iqbalgarh, Banaskantha.
A speeding car hit the bike and
trapped it in the front. The car
driver dragged the bike for
more than 200 meters. The
horrific CCTV footage of this
accident has also surfaced.

Mehsana
Mehsana LCB team has

busted the high-profile case of
Bhavesh Jhiliya, a notorious
Mehsana resident with more
than 20 criminal records,
hitting his Fortuner car with a
Scorpio without a number
plate and firing two rounds at
it. On the instructions of SP
Himanshu Solanki, teams
formed under the leadership
of LCB PI Aniruddhasinh
Kamaliya raided areas
including Katosan and
arrested 6 people involved in
the murder conspiracy,
including the one who fired

Six accused arrested in
Bhavesh Jhiliya firing case

the shots. The 11 accused had
come together to hatch a
specific plan for the murder
and the police investigation
has revealed that Bhavesh
was being continuously
scouted by a Baleno car for
the last 3 months. There are
four to five main reasons
behind this deadly attack , a
battle for dominance between
two gangs through reels of
social media. The main
reason is considered to be the
battle for dominance between
two gangs of anti-social
elements through reels of
social media.

Surat
The bodies of a mother

and daughter were found
under mysterious
circumstances in house
number 227 of Shivnagar
Society on Poona Canal Road
in Surat. The mobile phones
of both the deceased were
missing from the scene and a
saree was wrapped around
their necks. The deceased
have been identified as 42-
year-old Jashaben and her
daughter Muskan (age 19).

The son of the deceased
woman has accused a young
man named Himanshu Singh,
who lives with the family for
the last one and a half years,
of murder. The Pune police
have sent both the bodies to
the Smear Hospital for post-
mortem and are searching for
the absconding young man.

Among the seven
members, only the mother and
daughter were present at the
time of the incident.

The deceased's son Anand
Shrivastava said, "We are
originally from Uttar Pradesh
and the family consists of
father Avadhesh Shrivastava,
mother Jashaben, two elder
sisters Bhavana and Muskan,
and after me, two twin
younger brothers Aditya and
Ansh. My father used to work
as a diamond cutter and I am
involved in digital printing
work." Since it was the Chhath
Puja festival on September 2,
after bringing Kush (a type of
grass) from the field, I had
gone to work as usual, where
I got a call that I had a double
shift, so I stayed at work. My
father had also gone to work
grinding diamonds.
Meanwhile, my two younger
twin brothers studying in
standard 7 had gone to school
at the time of the incident.

Mother and daughter's
bodies found in Surat house
Mother calls son and tells him that Himanshu, with whom she has been living for one and
a half years, was beating her; when he reached home, the bodies were lying there

Thus, since my father and
elder brother were at work
and both younger brothers
were at school, only my
mother and sister were
present at home. 'Himanshu
is beating him', before his son
reached home, the mother
received a call around 12:30
to 1 pm that Himanshu Singh
was beating her. Himanshu is
a native of our village and had
been living with us for the last
one and a half years. He had
previously threatened to throw
the family out of the village.

'Both bodies were lying in
a very serious condition at
home' After receiving a call
from my mother, I
immediately left work at 2 pm.
However, due to heavy traffic
near Sardar Market, I was
delayed in reaching there.
Meanwhile, I received another
call that my mother had
passed away. When I reached
home running, a huge crowd
of people had gathered on the
street. When I went home, I

saw my mother's body lying
on the ground in the back
room with a sari tied around
her neck. While a half-cut part
of the sari was seen hanging
from a fan.

On the other hand, the
sister lying in the next room
had black marks and clear
marks on her neck as if
someone had strangled her
with their hands, indicating
that both of them had been
brutally murdered.

Both their mobile phones
are also missing, the accused
is absconding. Further, Anand
added that the sari was
wrapped around the mother's
neck, which appeared to have
been cut with scissors. This
entire murder was carried out
by Himanshu Singh. Because
if someone is innocent, he
would not have turned off the
phone and run away like this.
We demand that the police
immediately find the accused
wherever he is hiding and
punish him severely.

10 lakh murder
contract for the

murder of Surat
builder Faisal Fatta

Surat
On August 31, 55-year-old

Faizal Zakaria Hasan Fatta, a
land broker and builder, was
publicly stabbed to death with
19 stab wounds at Jilani
Bridge in Surat. The name of
the notorious Mubarak alias
Mubo Majid Patel has come
to the fore in this murder
case. Mubarak had given a
betel nut of Rs 10 lakh to kill
Faizal Fatta, out of which Rs
1 lakh was paid in advance.

The accused were
continuously conducting
reconnaissance on Faisal's
route for the last 1 week to
carry out the murder. The 4
accused fled to Mumbai to
mislead the police. It is worth
mentioning that 14 crimes
including attempt to murder
have been registered against
Mubarak in Katargam,
Salabatpura, Dindoli and
Udhana and he has also been
arrested twice for trespassing
and kidnapping.

After taking the betel nut
from Mubarak, the accused
kept a continuous watch
outside the office for about a
week. They meticulously
recorded all the schedules of
when Faisal comes to the
office, when he goes, on
which route he leaves, on
which vehicle he travels,
whether it is a car or a
moped. On the night of
August 31, at about 8:45 pm,
as soon as Faisal left the
office with his moped, the
four killers riding two mopeds
chased him as per the pre-
planned conspiracy.

Faisal reached Jilani
Bridge when the accused hit
him with a moped and
knocked him down. After
that, they stabbed him 19
times in public in two minutes.
Faisal died on the spot in a
bloody state. After killing him,
the accused fled on the wrong
side of the bridge by driving
a moped. Considering the
seriousness of the incident.


